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princes haue their Porters, to keepe ſuch baſe 
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my treatiſe, rude, my words r mine eloquence 
nothing at all: I begin with him though to another 
ende, Parne nec innideo: My litle booke I do not en- 
nie thee, nay, rather I pittie thine eſtate, ſith thou 

art now to paſſe into the world, whoſe yſie wayes 
are oppoſite to God, and craueſt attentiue eare of 
thoſe, whoſe fowle deformities thou openlie diſplai- 

eſt. Nether would I thinłe thy deſtinie ſo hard, or 
ſo much to be lamẽted, if they were ſimple at whoſe 
harts thou knockeſt (willing them to reuerence the 
worſhippe of God, more than the lawes of carthlie 
princes) or eaſilie to bee recouered from the bewit- 
ched waies of this preſent world: But of them manie 

are high and honourable, manie wile and learned, 
manie politique, i wealthie, hardlie bow - 

ing downe their eie to behold the lo eſtate of the 
humble, and ſeldome opening their eare to the crie 

of poore fatherleſſe lying in the ſtreete, or to fo 
plaine, ſo ſimple; ſo vnſauerie a ſpeach, as thou 
ſeemeſt willing to vtter in their cates at this 
time. 

In this diſpair of thy good ſucceſſe, l heare an other 
trumpet ſownd, whoſe low de alarum biddeth thee 
either retire, or elſe to chaunge thine habite, th 
countenance, thy ſimple ſtile and cote, wherewith 
thou art now clothed .* The ſolemne courtes of 


— 
* 


coats out: who if they once preſume to ſpeake, 
beeing controlled 


| then the ſtaffe, the rodde, 
che whippe , the ſfockes , do make the period of 
their ſtile. . 7 
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EvEerarDD1GBE 
his Diſſuaſue. 

From taking away the 2 

aud goods of the Church. 


Wnerein all men may plainely bebold 
the great bleſſings which the Lord 
hach powred on all thoſe who 
liberally haue beſtowed on his ho- 
ty Te And the ſtrange 
| ei that haue be- 
| "fallen them which haut 
done the contrarie. 


e e, 
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Nint. 


Hereunto is arinexed Celſus of Verona, 
bu Diſſuaſiue tranſlated inco Engliſh. 
- Beatius eſt dare quã accipete. Act xo. 
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Printet! } ; Robert Robinſon, 
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ter theſe groat 


" reſounded in mine eares, be, 
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i "Dio. arent 3 
1 be) inregardof mine humble ditieto- you 
Aud thepublikg commoditie of manie (hr. 
b (mhichoncetaſtng this fueete baite, might — 
ext;ſed tocat vp ſiune as it were hread) to forewarne 
allthoſe, whichſhall read this plaine ſample treatiſe, 
that they waſh their ſecrete thoughts, from this moit 
heinous — - whichwho ſo practiſet hi with bloudie 
heart be offereth violent handseuen vnto the boſome 
of the ſacred ſpouſe of Teſu ( brit. eAmongeſt allthe 
creatures of this world, God hath guuen man onely an 
. —— 2 
vertues,of whichthere ituane greater none more e. 
cellent and diuine, more acceptable to Gad, more 0. 
norable in the ſight men than is his holy warſhippe, 

cy celebrated in his holy Temple. Our the 
5 — care hath beene alwaies ſuch, hut eie 
fo inland af: oudente o continuall: that neither 
the frveet intiſing cups ofworldl ly pleaſure.comld At 4. 
wie time bewitch it, nor the denouriug froord of fir 
perſecutionconſume it. But as the Arie ſhipamhilom 
welneere periſhed with the outragionu tempeſa lit the 


voice of our Sautor mas preſently ſafe in quiet palier 
euen ſowhenſubtle wor 


ldlings ſcele either by force or 
pollicie pern from the brrle 1 on n ＋ be 
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ca ee conſent to fo port 


eclipſed the true —— 


| pants the houre of darkenes nom hangeth auer 
| 2. in mhich Sathan by ſecrete miſtarie 


5 ehen 2 


CN Dertue 


Tur err 


ny argued &therewith to ene. the furie of bur 
enumes. II ho daily ſceke by new de fe, thriſẽ fred 


inthe fireof ſubtle pollicie, ſo ros the cleare fats 
of true Chriſtiamty,that the houſe 7 God may nomore 


beeſeene,and that all the fountaines blo 10 he 
fame, in one day may be cleane d. yed up. 

Sith then the gliſteriug cloud o/, 2 wk 
hath predic ela a larglie over our horizon, and ſo 
„ that in fteadeof the 
date ſpring, which from an high bath viſited vs with 
rrus light unto ſaluation: the wiſer ſort doe plainlie 


r 


Achat the date of mig 


of iniquitie heginneth toworke thoſe ruthfull ſtrata- 


| — — of Chrift,,which he hath bin 


manic yeares in deuiſing. Fcannor but write truely, 
ha ar which the Clergie with the whole rralme confeſſe 
That we render immortall thankes -unta 
Langlie God, for preſeruing her moſt Rotall Ma- 
ieſtie ſo miraculouſſie onto this daie, giuing her a 
moſt religious heart (the mirror of all hriſtian prin- 


; vn and euer wholy conſecrated to the mami ai. 


3 arnine n luis holyTemple. 
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DxDICATORIE, 
wvertue, mame ſiluer ftreames dere there ſundrie 
paſſagesſa happelie into the vineyarde of the Lords, 
that neither the flaming fitry of outward enimies nor 
theſtorching ſacrilegiaus zeale of dameflicall aiſſi- 
mulation, can drie up ante one roote planted in the 
fame, ſonce the peaceable reigne of her moſt Roial Ma- 
ieſtie. Of theſe cleare Chriſtall currents, Ihaue vewed 
the maſt, and doubt not but that I haue taftedof one 
of the beſt, ſeth in the greateſt heat in ſommer, it is ne- 
uer drie, in the hardeft winter, not once congeled, in 
the greateſt rempe$t almaies calm, in the greateſt di- 
Freſſt, it yeeldeth iuice of froeeteſt comfort. Herewith 
oftentimes being well refreſhed: when looke back, 
aud in my ſelfe beholde the great comfort which both 
our -onimer/uies daulie receiur from your honour: 7 
account it one of the moſt ſpeciallbleſſmgs of the Lord, 
that in bus great wiſedome he hath reſerued your Ho- 
nor vnto theſe daies, mherin Sathanſtreacheth al the 
ſtrings of bis wit ;reuineth all his pollicies, pratiſeth 
alt his treac heries, agaumſt the poore diſtreſſed Church 
of Jeſus Chriſt. He vſeth force by forraine enimies a- 
.brode,and ſecrete vndermining, by ſmoth diſſemblers 
at home. Herewith hee hath diſplaied his banner be- 
fore the gates, s giuen a ſpecial ſumonsto the temple 
it ſelf. Tu ne cedemalis, Sedcontraaudentior 


it. Ter the Lords krights now arme themſelues,with 
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true : Chriftia courage. Let them pirdthere froord v- 
pou their thigh,let the awake with the worthie Sam. 
fen, andaduenture the batraile with Iulius Cæſar, 
who where the greateſt danger was ;thereinperſon he 
would gi vine the frft charge: Non eſt niſi in ſummis 
victoria, In greateſt dangers, true wertus ate hier 
erb the greateft vittoric. Ana ſarely if we behold the 
1 poore innocent Church all naked in the nnalſt of bir ar. 
5 med enimies, daily wouded by ſome betraed by others, 
3 roremned of the moſt. fame looke into the world eg fee 
the ſmial comfort which poore ſehollorer haue common» | 
H when they come e comnerfert curteſte the 
ſeeming friendſhip,the ſmilmg looks,the double words 
rhe ſengle deedes, the moth promiſes;the donbrfull ar- 
mals :We cannot but confeſſe, that hee which in this 
vncertainty continuoth a certaine Sa fare Patron, 


Arduam virtutis calcauit viam, ſed tamen glo- 
” _ rioſam; Hehathentredthe "RAE ry of perfect ver- 
euc, but yet that which leadeth,vntotrue honor. He 
wyhch with the light of heauenly wiſedome ,and the 
true jnregrite of a right noble heart, hath entred this 
way,at no time diuerting out of the  ſameether by flat 
rerie of fauning friends,or gare of prinie nippingent- 
mier, orby double danger proceeding fromthe both: 
He it is whom God louoth, whome the better ſort doe 
ney to imjtate,whoſe memorie the pan, ſpalco- 


258 | lebrate 


> 2 Fi BF 
an 


Dep1caTORIE:. 
lebrate,for whom we dailie pray, and whom] honan rt 
with my hart. In this perſebt reſolution, I haue pres Fo 
umed to dedicate this my Diſſuaſiue unto your Ho- I 
nour, at this day a moſt affured friend to the church of 
Chriſt,a ſpecial benefattor to our Vniuerſitie, and my 
moſt honorable & ſinguler good Patron,whi 1 deſire 
to gratifie in the beſt manner I can demiſe. Which F 
haue done the rather, to ſhew my duetie to the com- 

mon vyeale, and the ſincere affection vvhich I heare 

to your moſt rare vertue: aſſuring my ſelfe , that you 
will take it in good part, as from him which with 
out all flatterie and with intire affeftion, doth 
' beſeech your creator to beſtow that -u= 
pon you,vvhich your moſt honourds _ 
ble heart doth deſare. 


Tour Honours in all dutifull 
ohbſeruance ſor euer, 
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The Preface to 2M 
the Reader. 


F my pen (Gentle Reader ) had enſt bin RC in the 
filuer ſtreames flowing from Parnaſſus hill, or that 
Apollo with his ſweet ſounding harp would vouch. 
ſafe to direlt thepaſſage thereof unto the top of that 
high Olym 7 after ſo general a view of great 14- 
rietie far and neere,I might bouldly begin with that moſt excellent 
Poet Cicelides Muſę paulo maioracanamus. But ſith I finde it 
true in this my ſimple ſtate of life, now wel nere ſpent which the fa- 
ther ſaid vnto his ſonne affecting his goulden treſſed chariot draws 
with breathing horſes through the chriſtall ſkies : Magna petis 
Phaeton & quz non viribus iſtis, munera conueniunt : /feare 
to flie ſo high apitch, & leaue the loftie diſcourſe of higher = 
ment to thoſe , which with the Eagles eies of perfect wit are able to 
behould the bright radiant Sunne of true inuention. And ſithens 
ſometimes in giuing attentine eare to the ſweetſtrains of melodions 
muſicke, I haue moſt affected the pleaſant mean: ſith in the life 2: 
man the goulden mean is that ſure rule, by which the wiſe dopaſſe 
theyfie ſeas of worldly calamities . In a mean ſtile I mind to record 
to you 4 true Chriſtian argument, which though in _ daies 
it be but. meanly regarded of the moſt: yet it is and alwaies hath bin 
bad in great honor with the higheſt, the greateſt & mightieſt Prin 
ces in the world. And what is that meane that ſou 22 ſo high? = 
If yeuwil liſten,the note is ſweete,and the dittie reſoundeth the lit- 3 
th Church of leſu {rift Though my muſike bee verie ſample , and 22 
Tnot praſtiſed in the art, though the ſong bee plaine truth, and the 
Echoe thereof moſt vſually odium parit : yet ſith naked truth by 
ber owne meere ſtrength prenaileth againſt all the armies , and ar 
med men of the world, ſith her ſumplicitie is not able to bee refuted. 
by the fineſt wittes and maſt eloquent tongues, I am bould to ſound 
wy ſlender oten pipe amongeſt Mineruaes muſes, and therewith to 
gratifie you with Celſus of Verona his diſſuaſme ,plainl tranſla-- ©. 
ted into our Engliſh tongue. The truth whereof incited me in ſimple 
file, uo leſſe effetinallie to record the good bleſſmgs of the Lord pow= 
rad an thoſe which laue his church , than Celſus hath done to the 


1 Fe x Py, 
a „ t 8 
q = - 7 
7 
5 3 
2 4 
® 7 
* i 2 +5 
. 
. 1 
4 5 
3 oy 
* 7 
— * E * 
% * 
. 
= 4 % 
a 
4 * = 
* 4 * 
N 
= 8 
. ES 


« 7 oe 


P n * 3 
. * 
> 


D Reader. 


C onſidering that theſe be thoſe * daies foreſhewed by the Apo- 


fle, of which it was ſaid, charitie, ſhall wax cold, and that the ge- 


ncrall flaw of iniquitie ouer the face of the whale earthdoth argue 
vnto e of the 1275 2. For our ſoales IT, 
thought it expedient to ſhew vnto thoſe which ſhallread this rudely 
written treatiſe, hom daungerons a thing it is in the ſight of God, && 
how loathſome in the cies of all true chriſtians to detratt any thing 


from the true worſhip of Cod, his holy temple, and the reucrend fa- 


thers the true diſpoſers of the ſacred myſteries in the ſame. In which 
diſconrſe thongh in the cares of ſome , I may ſeeme to ſing the tre- 
ble rather than the meane, to miſſe the moode , and to miſtake the 
fignre,and therewith to ſound ſome ſharps inſteed of fluttes : yet in 
that my purpoſe is to profit the good, and ſo little as I may to offend 
the exill, I hope( Gad willing) to ſhewe the truth ſo plainely,ſo britfh, 
and ſo truely , as that the well diſpoſed may vonchſafe to read, and 
the enill may deſiretolearne. To the end that this little fountaine 
might flow more abundantlie, and therewith derine it ſelfe into di- 


| wers paſſages: I ment before this to haue publiſhed the ſame, indiffe- 


rentlie to all. But afterwards conſidering the ſumple plainnes of the 
ſame ſcarce worthie the reading of the learned: (on good cauſe ha- 
uing halſe vowed neuer to ys, any thing Ya! { thought 
it good rather topreſent my friend with it, as a priuate token 1 my 
good will, then by publiſhing it, to make my ſelfe a marke for ſuch 

oults, as in this caſe vſually flie abroad. Haning ſometimes wal- 
hed this waye heeretofore, I finde that Poeticall pronerbemeſt true, 
pronounced þ tha auncient Alceus : vav mum Mt ozonice + tuner 
enery ſtone there lieth a Serpent. If the enuious toong were but as 
the winde which changeth often , or as the fing of the little Bee 
whoſe greateſt ſwellings are eaſily aſſwaged with the aynointing of 
ſweet honey, Then might I aduenture my little boate into the wide 


Ocean ſcaus : andcrie alowd with old Anchiſes: Vela date ventis. 


But fith the venimous tung more mortal then the Coctzatrice, empoi- 


ſoneth farther then the eye can ſee, mfeſting the abſent with dradly - 


diſgrace : heereafter, Spes & fottuna valete, ſhall be my ſong, and 


* 


* F- e * 
„ 


* 


rard Digbie 


his Diſſuaſiue. 
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The firſt part. 


H E exiled Poet in the 
> | forrowfull diſtreſſe of his 
1 baniſhment / gentle Rea- 
eder, hauing penned the 
A | record ofthe ſame, and 
ono readie to ſend ĩt into 
Ts ſ the citie, Paruc net inmidro, 
2 Pe me liber ibis in vrbem: 
22 My litle booke (faith he) 
Ido not enuie thee, that thou ſhalt freelie paſſe thi- 
ther; whither T eannot come. Sich the Poets ſhado- 
weld ſtile, reſembleth perfect ttuth oftrichlie clothed 
in their golden verſe, ſich they had wit at will, and the 
Muſes Condes at their call; their pen did flow with 
droppes diſtilled from the fountaine of moſt plea- 
ſant inuention: their ſtile was high, their words were 
ſweete; theirſentence true; their number perfect, 
their workes admired. So that nought but enuie, 
durſt once deuiſe the leaſt diſgrace againſt the ſame. 
If my {kill would yeeld me but a bare reſemblance 
of their perfect ſtile, whereby I might reueale the 
truth vnto the world, with like delight, as did thoſe 
Poets fine: or if this age were but halfe ſo much 
delighted, with the ſubſtance of truth it ſelfe, as 
they wete with the porttaiture of the ſhadow. I 
would hope for that good acceptance of this mal 
Un B ſimple 
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him: I am ſorie for my ſelfe ſth thou ſhalt be accepted. But 
fich that daic of darkenes hath alreadie dawned, in 
which ifwee write the truth plainlie, wee are hated,if 
wee write obſcurelie, we are ſuſpeed, if we write 
ſimplie, we are contemned, if we write not to pleaſe 
the itching cares of fleſh and bloud, we are reiected. 
Sith men are ſo much bent to their owne ſelfe will, 
and ſo beſotted with the loue of themſelues, of their 
 owne houſe, their owne goods, their owne landes, 
their owne wife, their owne children, their owne po- 
ſteritie, & laſtlie with the loue ofthis preſent world, 
ofdignities, honors, ſcepters & kingdomes, that the 


* 


John. 29 world paſſeth away, like a flower,aclowde, aſmoke, 
àſhadowe, that the kingdome of Chriſt is not ofthis 
world, that the further wee enter into worldlie poſ- 


the further wee goe backe from the kingdome of 
beauen, and the greater is our fall into the graue, 
fith hee which ſhall write this plainlie, and more 
than that, that the whole regiment ofa Chriſtian 
common wealth,ought principally aboueall things 
to ſerue for the ſetting forth of true religion, the 
= true worſhipꝭ, the ms of the name of God: 
=: fith the diſgrace of worldlie pride now common- 
3 lie receiueꝗ, and on the contrarie, theextolling and 
magnifying of the beautie of the temple of God, is 
an odious thing amongeſt worldlinges at this day, 
and my{kill verie ſimple , mine inuention lender, 
N my 


ſimple worke, (which now 1 doubt) & write with 


kingdome of heauen to them is but a dreame, bred 
in a litle corner of their ſecret cogitation: and he 
which ſhall tell hem, that the kingdome of this 


ſeſſions, and the higher wee climbe vnto honor, b 


32323 — 


my rreatiſe,rude,my words plaine, mine eloquence 
nothing at all: I begin with him though to another 
ende, Parue nec inzideo: My litle booke I do not en- 
uie thee, nay, rather Ipittie thine eſtate, ſich thou 
art now to paſſe into the world, whoſe yſie wayes 
are oppoſite to God, and craueſt attentiue eare of 
thoſe, whoſe fowle deformities thou openlie diſplai- 
eſt. Nether would I thinke thy deſtinie ſo hard, or 
ſo much to be lamẽted, if they were ſimple at whoſe 
harts thou knockeſt (willing them to reuerence the 
worſhippe of God, more than the lawes of earthlie 
princes) or eaſilie to bee recouered from the bewit- 
ched waies of this preſent world: But of them manie 
are high and honourable, manie wiſe and learned, 

manie politique, ſtrong and wealthie, hardlie bow- - . 
ing doivne their eie to behold the loweſtate ofthe 
humble, and ſeldome opening their eare to the crie 
of poore fatherleſſe lying in the ſtreete, or to fo 
plaine, ſo ſimple, ſo vnſauerie a ſpeach, as thou 
ſeemeſt willing to viter in their cares at this 
time. 

In this diſpair of thy good ſucceſſe, I heare an other 
trumpet ſo nd, whoſe low de alarum biddeth thee 
either retire, or elſe to chaunge thine habite, "oy 
countenance, thy ſimple ſtile and cote, wherewith 
thou art now clothed . The ſolemne courtes of 
princes haue their Porters, to keepe ſuch baſe 
coats out: who if they once preſume to ſpeake, 
beeing controlled, then the ſtaffe, the rodde, 
the whippe , the ſtockes, do make the period of 
their ſtile, | 
Theſe be the ſtormes, & wilt tou ſhrinł for Re 
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_ ofraine?Goditis which faſhioned the globe of the 
golden treſſed ſun, he raiſeth cloudes and diſcuſſeth 
them againe, he thundreth loyd, and ſendeth quiet 
calme, he ſendeth grieuous ſtinges of the bodie, oft 
times to his beloued, that he may reioyce his ſoule, 
with the beautie of his countenaunce.Jlk meas errare 
boues vt cernes & ipſum: Ludere qua vellem, calamo per- 
miſit agreſti:- he firſt ſent foorth the pierſing beame 
of cleare light, he opened mine eye, hee bowed the 
fingers of mine hand, and bid me write, that in this 
age we ſeeme and are not, holie, learned, wiſe, chari- 
A table, louing and kinde one to an other. If this bee 
= -. the generall courſe of the world, foreſhewed long 
mJ ſithence hy reuealed Propheſie: let no manthinke 
that trueth proceedes from any euill humor: or that 
this heauenlie darte ( which ipareth none) dooth 
aime at him, or her, or any one: but humblie reque- 
ſting all in the bowels and mercies of Ieſu Chriſt, 
ſpecially to looke to the ſaluation of their owne 

ſoule it toucheth all, that all therby leauing the loue 

of this preſent world, by his gratious croſſe and paſ- 
ſion, may be made the true children of eternal bliſſe. 
Heros, That auncient Poet Haſod writte many hundreth 
 yeeres agoe.thatwhich our lives doe porfectiy ſul- 

II ann 0e beoi hin dd, Whẽ the Gods & mor- 
tall men began to We eee „the firſt 
| age was a goulden age, for they were ſimple, plaine 
wiſe, honeſt, religious, long Hind, deuoide of in- 
lury, craſte, and and ſubtiley. The ſecond like to 
RR ſo goodas was the firſt: The third, braſſe, 

1 more corrupt in minde, manners, and nature: O fies 
Dot ego quinto inteneſſem hatninum genori: Ol ſaith the 


Lg 


Poet) that I had not come in the fift age of the 
world, but either had beene dead long before, or elſe 
not yet borne, ſith this is an iron age; repleniſhed 
with malitious crimes and miſcheefe; This was a 
detormed ſhadowe and the bodie of our age is like 
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vnto the ſame, according to the expoſition of Da. Panicla 


niell vnto Nabachodenozer,wherin he foreſhewed that 
the images head of golde, and the breaſt ſiluer, the 
bellie ofbraſle the legges and feete halfe iron, halfe 

earth, ſignified the nature and inclination of the 
whole world. Three ofthem be paſt , and ſeldome 
commeth thebetter. Sith this in which we liue is the 
ende of the fourth Monarch, whoſe euil wotkes and 
ſinful inclination is reſembled to the iron mixt with 
earth, in ſteede of long life yeelding ſhorte, ſinfull, 
wretched daies: in ſteede of ſwWeete peace, yeelding 
wars and rumours of wars in m_— in ſteede of 
ſimplicity, yeelding double diflembling: in ſtcede 
 oftrue deuotion to the church of Ieſu Chriſt, yeel- 
ding pilling, and polling on euery fide : in ſteede of 
loue to the common wealth and our poſterity, with 
the vnſatiable greedy worme of couetouſnes, proui- 
ding onely for our one mouthes, our own bellies, 
our one time: in all our dooinges fully expreſſing 


the ſence and ſentence of that auncient Poet Pinda- Pindarus. 


ru e ef ani dd the preſent commodity is euer 
moſt accepted, for the ſubtill age to come will alter 
all. Together with this iron earthly age, the ſeede of 
corruption is daily ſowne, whoſe bloſſomes nowe 
already put foorth, though they ſhine cleere and 
bright, as dooth tlie cockle amiddeſt the wheate:yer 


1 _ ifthey once beginne toreape: to threſhe, to griude, 
: K cet . 5 . 111 | B | | | 
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to grinde. to bake, to eate, they ſhallſooneperceiue, 


Dorne, 


throughly mixt with earth & iron, to the e ene 


FE 


© Accordi 


that there is cockle amongeſt the corne, and ofte 
times vader the painted viſerd of great knowledge, 
you ſhallſe blind bayard wax ſo bold, that through 
many wordes and often ſpeaking amongeſt the ig- 
norant ( whoſe eyes dazell in beholding ſuch pain- 
ted ſepulchers)hee is reputed for wiſe and learned. 
to that true ſaying of that lerned Dorne. 
In hoc ferreo poſtremoque ſeculo , non niſi feces artium ſu- 
pereſſe videmus, etſi non nulli putent eas maxime vigere, 
propter ſermonis ornatum. In this laſt iron age, ye haue 


but the ah s of artes and ſciences, although ma- 
« 


var,” _ | 
nie thinke, that learning floriſherh more nowe, then 
in times paſt,becauſe we talke more then they did, 
and that more cunninglie, mote ſmoothlie, more 


courtlie. Which great abſurditie of this our age, 


and daunger of many thouſand ſoules mooued mee 
firſt, to penne this rudely written treatiſe, in the be- 
halfe of the Church of leſu Chriſt, and the ſoules 
health of all true Chriſtians, vnto whoſe handes 
it ſhal come. Which ſecret cogitation taking effect 
by outward ſence, and ſhewing to my bodilie eyes 
in ſundrie places, manie ſolemne foundations 
nowe made deſolate (whereby manie thouſandes 


ol learned paſtours might haue beene maintained 


Pfal. 1 15. 


6 
: 
- ” 
o 


forthe preaching of che Goſpell of Chriſt andthe 
dailie ſing of his name, credudi & propterea lo- 
tus ſum, with the holie Prophet and Apoſtle, I 


beleeued and therefore I writte that which the holy 
ſcriptures, the hc 


counſelles, the holy fathers haue 
When looked backe and con- 
] 1 ſidered, 


* 
7 


79 
r 
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his Diſmaſme. 3 
ſidered, what wee are, and hat wee oughtt to bee: 
uvhat wee haue doone: and what we ought to haue 
doone: the truth pierſed my ſpirite, my heart rent, 
and my ioyntes did cleaue in arr the paſſion of 
that ſight beganne to worke , the fyer was kindled 
within, the ſayinges of the holie fathers mini- 
ſtred oylę, where with the flame brake foorth at 
my mouth, crying alowde: for Siont ſake I will not 
hold my peace. Here with returning to the mirrour 
of trueth, the holie word of God, whereby all our Eſai,c., 
thoughtes , wordes, and workes are to bee tried: 
and furthermore peruſing the holie fathers(by the 
aſſiſtaunce of the holie Ghoſt openers of thetrue 
vnderſtanding thereof : ) I meant to gather ſome 
ſtore of teſtimonies-out of them, to witneſſe with 
mee, that this my affirmation in this matter, is a 
certaine and vndoubted trueth. Hauing behelde 
this-radiant ſunne of light the word of God,andthe 
little ſtarres the holie fathers illuminated with the 
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earth would neuer nouriſhe ſo wicked a creature. 
Euen ſo it is truely ſuppoſed, that thoſe holie fathers 
liuing in che ſiluer age of olde antiquitie, did neuer 
imagine thatout of this earthlie yron age of ours, 
there ſhould ſpring anie ſo barbarous ; ſo cruell, ſo 
wicked, that would attempt to take awaie any thing 
from the true worſhippe of almightie God, Which 
ſuppoſitiõ leaſt in ſome mens ſight, it ſhould ſeeme 
to want true poſition and ſure ground, let vs turne 
dur mindd a litle from carnal cogitations of wotld- 
lie minded men: which thinke of neceſſitie the 
courſe of the world muſt bee mainteined, howſoe- 
uer the ſeruice of God be neglected, and his holie 
temple, your mindes thus turned cleane away from 
wordlie vanities (which in one minute ſhall all va- 
niſh and conſume, like the paper caſt into the fier) 
turne your eies and behold the booke of life, there- 
with conferre the expoſitions of holie councels 
and ancient fathers, expounding the true ſence of 
the ſame, and you ſhall ſee moſt plainlie, that things 
Excepuõ. once dedicated to holie vie, are not in anie wiſe to 
Is bee altered, vnleaſt it be in extreame neceſſitie, the 
5. Ambros braunches whereof are plainlie laied open by that 


lb. 2. offic, 


cap. holie father Saint Ambroſe in theſe wordes: Vuſa 


I 3 tecleſſæ initiata, in his tribus confringere , Conflare & ven- 


2 dere etiam licet , primum, vt extreme pauperum egeſtati 
fſurcurratur Gr. In rea Tb it is law full to 
brealke, to melt, to ſel the veſſels of the Church: firſt 


j; fortherclicuing of the pooreʒ ſecondlie, for the re- 


_ deeming of the Chriſtians beeing ca 


iues . 
dels . Thirdlie, for the pteſeruin oft} \& 
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chat irreligious fact ſometimes lawkull,as appearet 
though verie ſeldome ) in the practiſe the pri- 

een. Church: according to that which Sozomene 

writeth in the fourth booke of his eccleſiaſticallſto-— 
rie, the 243. Chapter. Saith hee, when the people of Sozomine .þ. 
Ierufalem wanted meat and were allacadie to pe- 

riſn through tlie great famine, hic was amongeſt Lol * 
them, Cyrillu tlie Biſhoppe ofthe citie, ſolde the 

treaſureof rhe Church with all the coſtlie clothes 

belonging to the ſame, diſtributing to the poore; 

according to their neceſſitie. Firſt of all the goods 

of the Church, being dulie and dutifullie beſtowed 

on the worſhippe of God, and diuine function, the 

true proper and principall vſe and end of the ſame. 

Secondly in extteame neceſſitie:this is a good law - 

full, and alſo a holie vſe of them, and ſcarcelie to 

be called alienating of the Church goods, ſith ts 

poore are belonging to the ſame according to that 
generall ſentence of all the councels and fathers; . Gtego- 
Bona eccleſiæ ſunt bona' pauperum: the goods of these 
church are the goods of the poore. But to take a- 
waie the landes and goods ofthe Church, whereby 
the beautiful feete ofthoſe, which bring the glad 
| ip ofthe Goſpel are ſhed, their ſides clothed, 
their 


dies fed, and numbers of thoſe which dailie 
praie in his holy temple, are or ought to be maintei . 
ned,lifting vp pure hands with hartie prayers for the 
ſinnesof > people: and thoſe alſo which dailie = . 
praiſes to his holie name, for his wonderful mercies 
ſhewed to mankind:no ſcripture, no councel, no a- 
e ee eee dies, lo! vi . 
- Ifweelookeintothelaw of Eo rules 
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os 


Humanitie , not much diſſonant from the concluſi- 
ons, of morall philoſophie, we ſhall ſee plainly , that 

thoſe creatures which receauethe greateſt portion 
of bleſſing; they render the moſt againe, not once re- 
tracting the former yeilde. The fields for one pore 
raine receaued, ſend forth manie ſcores againe. The 
fiſhes multiplie in all the coaſtes ofthe wide Ocean 


| ſeas the beaſtes their young , the Bees theirh ey, 


the ſheepe their lambe, their wool, their ſkin: the 
litle poore larłe, ſhee mounteth vp into the clow ds 
with a ſweet ſong. which ſolaceth thee, either riding 
by the waie , or plowing in the field, or ſitting in 
thine howſe at home. r kinde 
yeeld giſtes of thankefull grace vnto the Lorde, 


not once retracting anic thing againe. And 


ſhall onely ſinfull man bee founde vnthankfull yn- 
eee 501.0 Domino. bog od 

The Lord ofhis meere mercie, without al merite 
hath giuen him all the beaſtes of the field, the fowles 
ofthe aier, the fiſhes ofthe ſea vnder his dominion, 
he hath giuen him an vnderſtanding foule , & made 


m ſte ward of his houſholde. Nay hen through 


diſobedience to his maker , hee had caſt himſ 

cleane out of dores: our ſauiour Chriſt hee came 
downe from heauen for his fake, hee appeared in 
the habite of a man, hee was counted vile, diſpited, 
and hated, threatned, betraied, martired, euen to 
the ſheading ofhis moſt pretious bloud on the croſſe 
for ſinful man. Neither did his louing kindnes ceaſe 
with the time, ſor hee left his houſhold behinde him 
enen his catholique Church and his holie ſpiri te to 
gouerue and guide it, to comfort man, to inſt on 
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him, to ſupport him againſt all his enemieszdailie &æ 
Eee rings of his heatt in fi hand, 
and pteſetuing the breath in his noſtrelles, leaſt he 
ſhould vaniſh from the face ofthe earth. Theſe bee 
the manifold mercies of the Lord towardes man, 
more than to all other creatures: and ſhal ſinſul man 
be more vnthanlcſull to his maker than the reſtꝰ hal 
mas onelie of al other creatures take away from the 
Lord that which is once giuen? ſtial the hart of man 
waxc hard againſt bis creator, that hee ſhould once 
thinke ther may be too much giuen ta God or for- ach. is. 
bid any man . thecommaundement of Chriſt 
| to giue al that he hath to thepoore diſtreſſed mem 
| bers of his church > Naie ſhall not ſinfull man ra⸗ 
ther inuent in his hart, write ich his pen, pronoũca 
with his vocie , ſtatutes, lav es, and commiſſions; 
to the ende that the whole frame oſthe common 
wealth, eſpeciallie & before all othet matters what- 
ſoeuer be directed and wholie bent to the glorie of 
|. God, & the worſhippe of his holie name, _ 
eſt poiat /hereofconſiſteih in mainteining of hi 
holie Temple, the houſe and place of his true wor- 
oops here on earth? Naie, ſhall the beaſts Reg. 4 
lie hart of that prowde Nabuchodonozer bee pl: 


| a 
ced in the bodie of anie Chriſtian, that hee 
ſhould lay waſt the Temples of the Lord > or that 
dronken minde of king Ba/thaſa#', that he ſhould f 
take to his owne vſe the goods of the Churchꝰthat 
hee ſhould diſſolue the Quire of ſweete voices 
raiſing the Lord in the Citie, and beſtoweth 
foundation thereof on a kennel} of houndes c 
ing in the woods. 4, os Heb OT 
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* ＋ If the king call ſhal we not allrunned and de ara. 


Pfalm. a. lie prophet Dani bid vs bring vnto che Lorde, ſha 
ve axe hardharted in raking away that which wee 
neuer gaue? If the heathen people through the in- 
ſtinct oſheauenlie light, ſecretlie written by the fin- 
ger ol God in the centre of their heart; trembled at 
the entrance of the temples of the Chriſtians, and 
were afraid to touch any thing therein (as we reade 
in ſundry hiſtories) ſnall not the true Chriſtian vt- 
terly abhorre from the ſame, if not for loue (in regard 
bd fthe tẽder mercies of leſu Chriſt beſtowed onhim) 
yet 8 of ver vs and extraordinarie 
uniſhments, that hee ſpeedilie powreth vppon all 
8 05 or which ſpoile his temples ? O ye lage * ru- 
lers ofthe earth, be wiſe; count not of this crowne of 
molten mettall, vhich weieth heauy on your heade, 


. 


and preſſeth you done to the eattn: but caſtdown 
. John 1. rcrownes before the lambe of God, which ta- 
3 ſins of the worlde: deſpiſe your king- 
domes and glorious roialties, learne to ſerue him 
with a perſe ct loue of eternal bliſſe and perfect loa- 
thing of theſe tedious catthly kingdomes: ſtriue to 
ſinde the narrow gate, caſt away your ie wels & hea- 
uie ornaments, runne, runne: runne on a pace, run 
ſwiftly, chat ye may attaine that crowne, which will 

lit you P boch body and foule aboue all the king- 
domes ofthe world nay farre aboue all heauens, e- 

uen vnto eternall life. That you may more readilie 
enter, this race ofa true Chriſtian, and more hap- 

pilie attaine the true perfection ofthe ſame, firſt 
forſake the worlde and all the loue thereof, caſt a- 
way your worldlie delightes, and ſecret inclination, 


denie 
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denie your ſelues, count not of that flattering con- 
ſtanc ie whole ende is dolefull miſerie. Hauing re- 
iected this worldlie habite, together with thy fleſh- Lues. 
lie delightes, let the troubled waie of fickle fancie 

goe, and there with entering further, the firſt de- 
gree of heauenly meditation, weigh wiſely with thy 
fle and conſidet, what God is, and hat thou art, 
and thou ſhalt ſee plainely, that who ſo is without 
him, or out of his ſauour, hee is nothing, or at the 
moſt a verie vile and an euill thing. The great de- 
fire of the kinges of the earth is long and proſperous 
reigne. Which who fo hath enioied long in the 
court, let him but walke out a little into the plea - 
fant woodes, and hee ſhall heare the auncient Poet | 
Symonides, ſounding that truth in his {weereſonge: Simonides 
may ahve NH oc, a thouſand and tenne thouſand ſand 
yeares.in 3 of eternitie are but a minute; or ra- 
ther the leaſt portion of a minute. Sith all is nothing 
vnto him, and hee is one in one eternitie ; from 
which vnitie all creatures haue their integritie, let vs 
learne as little children doe by 1. 2. 3. the eternall, 
the incomprehenſible, the firſt and ſimple vnitie in 
trinitie, from which all thinges haue their riſing by 
proportion of number: knowing that, as hee is the 2 
and -: ſo the firſt and the laſt loue of our heart, the Apocalyps 
firſt and the laſt honour which wee can deuiſe, the — 
firſt and the laſt fruites of the labours of our bodie; 
muſt bee giuen vnto him: and in ſuch maner , that 
beeing once giuen vnto him, ir is the firſt and 
the laſt, neuer to bee reuoked againe, no not 
to bee deſired in minde and fecrete RR 
but there to reſt and remaine as in the firſt arid 
| C3 laſt 
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laſt concluſion, for which it was ordained. If anie 
worldly minded man ſeeme to doubt the truth here- 


of, l will not produce this courſe begun, fromthe 
miſticall principles ofſecret philoſophie, leaſt with 
theclowdes of reaſon, I ſhould obſcure the cleare 
light of heauenlie truth, and hide it from the ſim- 
ple; whoſe good ſucceſſe in the ſchoole of Chriſt I 
molt of all deſire. The expreſſe rule of Iuſtice, 


right and equitie, is the will of God; by which, 
whatis right or 2 is to bee examined. Who 
then is of the councell of the Lorde, or to whome 
is his will knowne ? Ariſtotle that excellent philoſo- 


"er faith , that the cogitations of the hart be plain- 


eknowne by the woordes of the mouth, ſith the 
voice is the interpretour of the minde, and (as our 
ſauiour Chriſt ſaith) out of the abundance of the 
heart the mouth ſpeaketh: by which inferiour rule 
of reaſonable philoſophie, wee may climbe vp to 
that true concluſion in diuinitiè, that the Lordes 
will is reuealed in his worde. And is there anic 
mention thereof in holie ſcriptures? Come and ſeeʒ 
turne the booke and read the twentie ſeuenth chap- 


ter of Lewirrens , where it is thus written, plainelie, 
us. ſhortlie, andtruelie; Omne quod domino conſecratur 


ce. what thing ſoeuer is conſecrated vnto the Lord, 


bee it man, beaſt, or field, it cannot bee ſolde or 


reuoked againe, becauſe whatſoeuer is once dedica- 
to God, is holie of holieſt vnto the Lorde. Man is 


not like vnto the meere vegitable creatures, the 
flowers of the garden, or the lillies of the fielde, 
that hee ſhoulde growe and goe forward, vntill 
hee come to ſuch a degree ofripeneſſe, and then 
| 15 | to 
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to wither and decaie : neither is the Lordes tem- 
ple, or his holie worſhippe, as the earthlie fielde, 
whoſe ſeede dooth growe and ſtraight decaieth a- 

ine : butto man it is appointed, that from the 
Renan of his daies vnto the ende thereof, he 1e. 
ſhoulde Fi and laſt ſeeke the kingdome of heauen, 
and the righteoufneſſe thereof. 

In which courſe , who ſo hath begunne, let him 
knowe , that not to goe forward, is to goe backe- 
warde, and what is that? Hee which is the waie, 
the truth, and the life, hee hath ſhewed it vs, fay- 
ing: Eſtote ſancti, quoniam ego ſanttus ſum , bee ye ho- Peter 1.1. 
ly, becauſe I am holie . In what manner? not in 
hearing, but in dooing the will of God; not in tal - 
king, but in walking; as it is written: not the ſpea- 
kers but the dooers of the lawe ſhall bee iuſtified: as 
alſo another ſcripture: Regnum Dei, non eft in ſermo- 
ze, ſed in virtute : the kingdome of God is not in 
woordes , but in vertuous and holie life: not inert. 
ys Lord, Lord, but in doing the wilofGodwhichis W 
in heauen - not in looking for a manſion place, or 
building pompous pallaces heete on earth ( whoſe 
mo toyes be a ſhining miſerie) but in haſtening 

orwards towards the an ere heauen,in giuing 

our goods, our lands, our bodies and ſoules vnto the 
Lorde. Our goodes to feede the poore, to cloth the 
naked, to 11550 the ſick, &c. Our lands to the main- 
taining of his cemple,wherin his word ĩs daily prea- 


Math. 25. 


ched, fis name praiſed, the poore commonly harbo- 


red. Our bodies to the priſon, the lyon, the ſworde, 
the fire, for his names ſake : all which is the true 


-  cluiltian, and acceptable yeelding our ſoules into 
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the handes of our almightie creatour, our merciſul 
redeemer, our heauenlie comforter, This is the olde 
chriſtian way to the kingdome of heauen through 
the armies of pleaſures, of temptations , of dan- 


gers of puniſhments, ofthe ſpiritual powers of this 
world: which who ſo refuſeth, hoping to ſave his 


life, he ſhallooſe it, and who ſo looſeth it, ſhall ſinde 


that place, vbi vere viunur, the true life of eternal 


bliſſe for euer. Who ſo grudgeth to giue a peece of 
vile pelting, earthlie ag to the Church of God, or 
taketh ought therefro, or eſteemeth more of goods, 
lands, friends, rumors, fame, credit, kindred, brethe- 
ren, ſiſters, father or mother, ox his one life, than of 
the glorie of God, & of tlie welfare of his beloued 
ſpowſe the holie Church, hee is not worthie ofthe 


Ekingdome of heauen, neither hath his foot troden 


+ 


the firſt ſtep ofthe way of life. 

Ifchis be thus, then what manner of men ought 
we to be in holines of life, & in ſtudying daylie by all 
meanes poſſible, how to gratiſy the Lord of life: If he 


reward the charitable beſtowing of a cuppe of could 
water on his diſciples, vw henthey thirſt: how high- 
lie is he diſpleaſed with thoſe who ether diminiſh or 


take away the maintenance of his holie Temples, 
where his name dwelleth? In this reſpect (gentle 
Reader) conſider that as Dauid ſaid concerning his 


ſonne now dead: I ſhall goe to him, but he ſhall not 
come againe to mee; ſo wee muſtthinke of 5 


4 


for ſo it is: wee mult goe to them, and that of- 


once giuen to the holie worſnippe of the Lord, 
ten, euen to the holie Temple, but they mult 


not bee brought backe againe to vs. 173 
This 
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for mortall men to attaine happineſſe, a 
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This is one true plaine chriſtian / ay, leading to one 
perfect ende, according to that ſaying of Backilider: 
tit oper ala gᷣ u] iS Ait dd oc, & c. there is but one waie 
and one ende 


thereof: to this agteeth our que and dutiſull conſi 
deratiou of che Lords worſhippe and his holie vill, 
which is that his glorie ſhould be onely;and w holy 
to himſelfe, as it is written: g/ariammeum alters now 
Aube, I will not giue my glorie to an other. The truth 
ofthis concluſion telleth vs, that we muſt ſerue him 
onely, not onely firſt, but him onelie. Which if we 
didpondes wilcly with our ſelues, and thereunto 
frame our liues and daily dooinges, wee would not 
tale the ſquared ſtones of the temple, to builde our 
pompous pallaces withall, but we would rather re- 
member that olde ſaying: accurſed is chat houſe, 
which hath any ſtone in it, belonging to the 
church. We would not chang the names of church 
landes, and call them by our one names, our lord- 
ſhips, our lands our mannours. We would not eate 
the bread of the poore, nor drinłe the teares which 
trickle downe the cheekes of the widdow, nor con- 


temne the {imple eſtate of the miniſters, by whoſe ee 


landes and liuinges we ate now fatted like the buls 
of Baſan. If we would but once enter into: our one 
conſcience,plainly and truelie remembring, whoſe 
goods they are that we poſſeſſe, and liſt vp our eye 
to the heauens, to the which both we and they are 
dedicated, wee would ſoone loath that which wee 
haut looued, our hart would quale thoroww the bit 
tox ſting of conſcience, and ſinne would cleane co- 


ver our faces with the mantle ofdacke-and dene 
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ed him, whoſe loouing countenaunce is our eter-! 


Saluation. | : 
bring the bitter ſequele , and 


deadlie ſting of ſinnes committed againſt God 
himſelfe ;lofle of goods & landes, contratie to all 


expectation, ſodaine fiers in one hower, deſtroy- 


RT 


ing houſc,goods, and all the treaſure whichthou' 
ut wickedlic heaped together many yeeres: bar-' 
rentiefle of wombe; ſith thou haſt trauelled all thy 


life long for good lands, and haſt no childten to 
enioy them; or if thou haue, theyr ſodaine death 


before thine eyes: and laſtlie, the reſtleſſe paine, 
and eternall miſerie of hell fire, purchaſed with 
ſo manie cares and troubles, with ſo much wealth 
ofthis world: wee ought to waſh our handes with 


Pylate, and not onely to ſaie as hee ſaid, I am free 


fro 


- fore his 


this innocent bloud :butborth inwoord and 
de, to keepe our ra handes, from 
the violating of holie thinges. That holie father 
Saint Augaſtine hee affirmethiʒ that God is a cleere 
eye, and ſeeth cueric where, much more hee be- 
3 all = res of 7 e en ee 

pes of thoſe whic le his temple be- 
wat Which who eee ra thly, and 


= 
F 


' mreligiouſlypreſumerhatany time to attempt, let 


\ 


im conſider, that he doth it againſt the Lord open - 
lie befote his own face, and therwith let him know, 
that he is a ielous God, viſiting the ſinnes of the fa- 
thers vpon the children, to the third and fourth ge- 
neration of all which hate him, ſith he is God, yeſ- 
A 


* 


N 


which are once conſecrated to his holie worſſp- 
I vnderſtand that by the courſe of lawe, inheri- 
taunce deſcendeth to the next of the bloud, and Heb.rs. '/ 
for want of heirs in the ſecond, third, or fourth - 
generation of the eldeſt, it commeth backe to the 
younget brothers iſſue and poſterity: of which if all 
le, and at length by intailement or otherwiſe by 
lawe, ifit commeth into the poſſeſſion of the King; 
it neuer goeth backe. If this bee the prerogatiue 
of goods, giuen to earthly Princes „ wich are 
hete to daye and to morrowe lye rotting in the Common 
graue; let vs not denie the ſame to the Lord of © 
Lordes, the King of Kinges, the creatour of hea- 
uen and earth, into whoſe houſe whatſoeuer is in- 
corporated, though conſcience and religion dare 
not ſpeae therein, yet let the heathen Poet open 
his mouth and make the period πνπτ fe 
«iv that which, is once doone, cannot bee vn» © 
doone apaine', If this conſtancie was alwaies 
kept bonus man and man: how much more DCs 
tuyixt God & man?berwixt his Church; his Preſts; 
his ſpiricuall Paſtours, and the men of this world, 
whoſe parentes and inſtructurs they are, according 
to that ſaying of Aicha vnto the Leuit:remaine mit hm 
and be my father and my Prieſt, and the tribe of Danal- 


7 * 


by the ſecreet inſtinct of nature, and alſo by the ex- 
preſſe commaundement of God, wee are com- 
maunded to honour our father and mother 
to obey and cheriſhe them in all ee canE 7 
ie bene lune wee art eile abide gy 00} 


uſps nhalt be our father and aur Prieſt, Sithe then ludges. 7 
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to detract orrakeanythingaway from them. And 
if any hard hatted chriſtian vnder the colour of dif 
ſembled zeale, ſeeme e, away herein, to his ſa- 
, Erilegious couetous minde, ſaying that theſe com- 
maundements of our Lord, are mearit concerning 
our naturall father and motherilet him and all men 
knowe, that the holie fathers expounding this com- 
maundement, affirme firſt that it concerneth out 
honout to our ſpirituall father, and the Church out 
ſpirituall mother: ſecondly it commaundeth'vs to 
nm curiſh and obey al ſuperiours, mapiſtrarxes, and mi- 
„ e eee whotn are contamed our natural 
_ poor uppoſe that were obſcure and doubt- 
which is as plaine and cleare as the noone daie, 

_ _ yet canſt thou doubt What the will of God and 
1 thexule of right is in this caſe, whetein the Lord 
Hbhbaath ſpoken plainely as it is ſnewed before in theſe 
TLauen. „ordes, Whatſoeuer is onee dedicatedto God ſhall 
neuer be ſould or redeemed ? As is the fountaine, ſo 
are all che little brookes running from the ſame, 
This is the lawe' ofthe Lord concerning thinges de- 
dicatedtohisholyworſhippe? and thelives of the 
holy Patriaches, the Prophets, the Apoſtles, rhe 
Martirs,thefarhers,doo cleerely expecfle the ſame. 
ioſeph che true figure, of our Lord and ſauiour Ieſu 
Chriſt, in chat great famine of Aegipt, when hee had 


Patres. 


bought almoſt the whole land, and brought it into 
the Kings hand, he would not once offer any money 
{FM forthe prieſtes landes, but in that their great want, 
 . Mabs gaue them nouriſhment of the Kings ſtore, accor- 
3 | ding to that rule of the Lord-#he ſuburbes of the Prieſts 
vhal not be ſould,for the poſſeſiion of them is eternal with- 


ont 


ont hedemifeien $21: bo 
Sede ber düse has . 

ternall ſeede of his erccedin ding looue in out hearts to Galan. 

the ende he might receiue from vs the ſame, _. 

looue for looue;;\ becauſe fuck as hee ſoweth, )\ 

ſuchwillhe reape: Can we ſaythat we — 

rituall father, and her the hk his louing ſpouſe 


our ſpirituall mother rhe Church? caſtinge 
downe her walles, her eldeſt children? 
poſſeſſing her landes,s Andtreaſiire , which is 


an odious crime nr wk; God and man? ac- 
cording to that ſaying of Saint Avibroſe: ſi quis in ſua: 
if any man preſume to take the treaſures of the 
Church to his priuate vſe,itis a great crime. Wher- 
in, leaſt he ſnould ſeeme to —— pa- 
ſours of the Church, for yhoſe ſuſtenaunce my 
were firſt giuen, hee expoundeth himſelfe in 
wordes:T emplum domumi [aicit tradi non debet: thetem- 
_ of the r * — to be giuen into lay mens 
andes: ſignify ing chat wee muͤſt giue vnto Ceſar, 
; choſethitiges which bee e car thoſe 
thinges that bee Gods. Amongeſt the heathen \ _. 
Philoſophers ir was coũted the firſt point ofiuſtice, * 
to giue to euerie man his owne : a leaſt amongſt 
chriſtians anie in time ſhould prooue ſo barbarous, 
and viterly voide of grace, that hee ſhould laie vio- x 
lenthandes;on the goods of poore innocents which 
cannot ſpeake, euen the temples ofthe Lord, dedi- 
cated tothe worſhippe of his holie name, beſides 
the expreſſe commaundement of the Lord in holy 
ſerip ptures the holy fathers and councels haue pr er. 
Sod it — ww as 75 cleate bageof 
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any other vſe, eſpecially by thoſe men, who of all o- 
ther oughtto maintaine the Church, as be chriſtian Þ} 
| Kings, Princes, and Prelates. Furthermore, that it 
might be manifeſt to all thoſe, which dutifully em- 
brace and reuerence the ſpouſe of Ieſu Chriſt, 
howe wicked an enterpriſe it is, and what mani- 
feſt daunger to the ſoules of all chem, which ſnall 
preſume beerein , the ſame Councell hath fore, 
ſeene the daunger and ſet downe the ſentence of 
+ eternall trueth in theſe. wordes. Hee which ſhall 
not wiſelie foreſee this euident daunger of eternall 
damnation to his owne ſoule, and contrarie to 
this ſcritence, take awaie the goods and poſſeſſi- 
ons once giuen to the Church, or.vniuſtlye. de: 
teyne the ſame, vnleſſe hee make preſent xeſtiru- 
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tion to: the church ſo ſoone as he can, let him be 
ſtrucleh with the curſe, which the wrathfull indge 
of all the world, ſhall intlict on allthe ſoules of the 
wicked at the day of doome, and let theſe goods 
bee a curſe to him which gaue them from the 
Church, which receaued them, and which poſ- 
ſeſled them. | | $4 | 2 EA HLHIID DL TT ICED 
Neither let him finde anye protection for his 
crime, before the tribunall ſeate of Ieſu Chriſt, 
becauſe without all feare of God, and regard of 
his holie worfhippe; againſt laue and right, hee 
hath taken awaie the goods of the Church gi- 
uen to maintaine the holie worſhip of the Lord, 
and to feede the hungrie bodies and ſoules of the 
poore innocent people. Generallie ſaith the ſame 
Councell, whoſocuer, ſhall preſume to conſiſ- 
cate, to ſpoyle;or to take anie thing conſecrated, 
to holie'vie , or belonging to the Church, vn- 
leſſe hee + rruelie repenting correct and amend. 
his wicked facte, ſo ſoone as hee can, and that 
by reſtitution to the ſame Church; let him bee 
ſubiect to the greeuous curſe and cenſure of the 
Church. Likewiſe thaſe which enter on the good: 
of the Church, and detaine them through the 
giſte, the authoritie, the commiſſion of Kinges, 
and Princes, obtaining them by tirannicall force 
from the Church, leauing them to theyr heyres 
and poſteritie as though they were theyt owne 
inheritaunce, vnleſſe with ſpeedie repentaunce they 
reſtore the Lords poſſeſſion vnto his Church being 
firſt admoniſhed by the holy Biſhop, let him beac- 

FF Curxſed 


* 
a 


A 


3 ier and accounted as an infi dell, aceor- 
to that commandementof our ſauiour Chriſt: 


ile will not heare the Church: ler hini be to the as 
an heathen, or as an infidell, therefore (ſaith the 


councell)itis nat lawfull forthe Emperour or anie 
true chriſtian, ta attempt anie thing contrarie to tlie 


commaundementes of God, neither to doe anie 


thing repugnant to the rules of the holy Propliets 
Thoſe which bee my ſheepe, ſaith our Sauiour 
Clriſtchey heare my voice, and thoſe which be na. 
turall children of the Church, their hart will melte 
hen they heart the voice of their mother, crying 
in the ſtreetes. Our heauenly father he hath begot- 
ten vs in the ſpirite, and our ſpirituall mother, thee: 
nouriſheth vs, with the ſwecte milke of the word 
oflife: Shoe vttereth her voyce often, and cryeth 
alowde in many places of the world, but neuer 
ſo manifeſtly as when ſhee ſheweth her counte- 
naunce openlie to all the world, in open generall 
councell, gathered together in the holie Ghoſt. 


Vou haue heard her voyce whileare, and the ſound 


not mine annointed, neither anie thing once de- 
dicated to my holie worſhip. Sponſus ſponſam amat: 
thebridegroomedorh loue his ſpouſe intirely. Hee. 


ſneweth her his breſt; and reuealeth to her the ſe- 


crets of his hart, his wil is apparant vnto her, & ſhe 


hath reuealed it at ſundry times vnto her children. 


Which times though they were diuers yet veritatis 


 ſmplexeſ} vr4rio: her voice was & is alwaies the ſame, 


asappeareth by the councell of Aurialens , whoſe 
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yet the ſence and ſentenoe is che fame: fitſtforowar- 
ning her eldeſt children ofthis grieuous ſinne, and 
then the other in their order, 3 — Let 
20 Clarks or ſpitituall paſtqur; alienate amy goodes 
brlongin to the Church : and ic aſt Anf ſeeme 


true hichſome obiect that thoſe which giue tothe 


meete with that obiection in the g. chaptet in theſe 
wordes : It is not law full for him which gi f 


thing to the Church, or for his heires, once for tore- 


quire it backe again. In like maner the ſecond coun- 


cell of Spale : Thoſe Churches which by tumultes Cons. 
and warres haue beene diſturbed,(hal altogether re- Spalenſ. 


taine the ſelfe ſame liberties, which they had before, 
with all the poſſeſsions, whether they bee poſſeſſed 
by any other Church, or any others whatſocuer. 
The fifft councell of Paris hath ginen this reſolute 
e e concerning Biſhops goodes, and there- 
in the goods of the Church, becauſe the goods and 
poſſeſsions of Biſhops, ate knowne to be the goods 


and poſſeſsions ofthe Church. ay mau hall vis. Condi. 
lently intrude himſelſe into them, or by —— Pariſ. 


uert them, let him bee ſtroken with the curſe ofthe 


holie Canon, that he which would not followe the 


motion of his one conſcience; at the leaſt maye 
bee reclaimed by the holie conſtitutions of thi 

Church. Which offence leaſt itſholdſeeme a ſmal 
ſinne in the eyes of worldlye men, or that the 
gaine gotten thereby, might ſeeme to counter- 
uaile the loſſe; no man is ſo ſimple which ſeeth not 
plainely , that this is a pleaſaunt finnefull thought, 


. leading 
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leading to a bitter end, as appeareth by the ſen- 


tence of the ſame councell apa, Let no man 


beſo farre from the ſeeking of his owne ſoules health, 


or ſo willing to ſeeke eternall death, that he ſhould 


once deſire, enter, or poſſeſſe any goods, landes 


or commodities belonging to the church. Though 
the councell of Aaguutium ſeeme in the beginning 


gentle words to mittigate the haynouſneſſe of 
fa, yet indeede the meaning is the fame, and 
in concluſion of the fame weight, as appeareth 


bytheirſtyle in this manner: I fanie mas doe preſume 


to retaine , diminich or take aànie goodes, landes, or 
profites, belonging to anie Church, Colledge, 
orany hole place, let him bee excommunicated 


as a ſpoyler of the Church, not once allowed to 


come neere the Chutchdoore, 
Theſe milde wordes , leaſt they ſhould animate 


che wicked, they drawe a more fearefull iudgement 


aſter them, as appeareth afterward in the ſame 


councell, concluding thus; If anie mau diminiſh 
any thing belonging to the Church: as a cruell 


murtherer of the 8 „let him bee accurſed 


for euer. This was t 


S. Auguſt. 


e voice ofthe mother, and her 
children haue learned to pronounce the ſame. 
Saint Ambroſe (as it is written before) affirmeth it 
vnlawiull, for temporall men to poſſeſſe eccleſi- 
aſticall goods. 2 8 & : 

Saint An guſtine writing on the Pſalmes faith, that 
when the laſt dedication ofthe houſe of God ſhall 
come, then ſhall that ſafetie alſo bee giuen vnto it: 
which was ſpoken in the ſeuenteenth chapter of 


the ſecond booke of the Kinges,afterthis manner: 


1 


* 17 T * 8 


Iwill appoint my place of worſhip with my people . 


Iſraell, and they ſhall dwell alone ſ d from 
others: and the ſonne of iniquitie ſhall not preſume 
to deſtroy it. The ſcripture calleth the ſpoilers ofthe 
church the ſonnes of iniquitie, bicauſe the ſonne of 
heauen hath not beheld a more vngodlie fact, then 
the iniurie of the ſonne done tothe mother; of the 
infantes to the nurſe, of Chriſtians tothe Church, 
which is the ſpirituall mother of all Chriſtians, as 
well rich, as poore, the mightie, as the ſimple, the 


king, as the begger, according vnto the faying of | 


Saint Chriſoſtome, writing onthe Goſpell of Saint 


Mathew: Eccleſia, primorum regum eſt mater, The S. Chriſo 


Church is the mother ofthe higheſt Princes. Not 
many pages alter , gining his iudgement concer- 
ning the goodes of the Church in this forte , thoſe 
which builde tombes for the Martyrs of Chriſt, and 
adorne his temples, they d oa good worke. There- 
b eich that they which deface the tem- 

ples of God, and pull them downe, they com- 
mit a great and greeuous ſinne in the ſight ofthe al- 
mightie. 


- 


Paulus Diaconus, inthe fourth booke de geſtir lon- Paulus 
g Bardorum, recordeth , that Theodelindathat vertu- Diac.. 


ous Queene built a faire Cathedrall Church, de- 
dicatiog it to the name of Saint Tohn Baptiſt , a- 
doraing it witch manye pretious iewells, orna- 


mentes aud goodlie landes, which the aforeſaid 


Authour ſayth, oughte not to bee alienated. 


, 


booke Aut bent. Columna ſecunda', of conſtitu- 
tions, intituled, of not ali 


Reg. 2. 


According vnto the ſentence of Iaſtinian in his luda 


enating or chaunging 
E 2 c.!ecle- 


8 
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rours in their lawes and conſtitutions, had a ſpecial 

care of preſetuing, increaſing, and fafekeeping the 
zoods 455 Church: And ſich Iuſtiniant lawes were 
5 direction, he not onelie made General ſtatutes 
for the preſeruation thereof, but alſo in his law q he 
affirmeth that the holie veſſels and garments of the 
temples, ought not to be pavned, except it bee for 
the redeeming ofcaptiues out of the ſeruitude and 
, RES 19 nay in another place hee char- 
geth the Biſho oy id not to themſelues 
Ro treaſure ofthe Church: which holeſome lawes 
ſo mooued the harts of all Chriſſian Emperours, 
that they beſtowed vetie deuoutlie and bountifully 
on the church commaunding ſtraightly, that all mg 
mould reſtore vnto the ſamewhatſocuer had bid ta- 
en therefrom by. eicked-tyranes,robbers ofthe 
Church, and ſpoilers of the dead; which Saint Chia 
ſoftome in his booke Defato, counteth litle leſſe than 
manſlaughter. 12 


Theoderi 


3 ori- Hereupon 7 heoderiens commaunded Duke Ihba, 


that he ſhould reſtore vnto the Church of Anu, 
the poſſeſſions therof, taken awaie & detained from 
the Church by Alaricus. And in an other epiſtle to 
Gelericus, hee commaundeth him to reſtore a fielde, 
which was alienated from the Church of Conſtance, 
1d to puniſh; the poſſeſſor thereof, in that hee 
pteſumed to tale to his one priuate vſe: the poſſeſ- 
ſions of the Church. gi e ee TH 15 
I! bis cenſus was giuen without exception of 


. Turancus. anie perſon according to that which Turonenſſr wri- 


teth in the fourth booke of his Hiſtorie: certaine 


kinges 


kinges (faith hee) haue preſumed moſt irreligioullic 
to take the goods of the church intotheirrreaſure: 
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as did Clot harius, which made an edict, that all the + 


Churches of his realme, ſhould paie the third part 
oftheir fruits into his treaſurie: but beeing rebuked 
by that holie Biſhop Iiurioſus, he retracted his irre- 


ligious opinion, and that wicked fact. Let no man 2 


beare ſo itreligious a minde, or ſo hard à hart 
within his breaſt, to thinke otherwiſe, than that it is 
a molt grieuous ſinne to take any thing from the ho- 
lie Church, ſith firſt it is giuen to maintaine the 
holie worſhippe of God there. Secondlie to feed 
the poore, and to bee beſtowed on ſuch like holie 
and vrgent neceſſitie, according to the which our 


ancient Bedawriteth inthe firſt booke of his hiſtorie; S. peda. 


concerning this Iland, Boxorum eceleſtaſticorumſ ſaith 


hee) of church goods, the firſt part is due to the Bi- 


ſhop for the maintenance of hoſpitality: the ſecond 
to the inferiour clergie, the third to the poore, the 
fourth to the repairing of the church: but to other, 
or to thoſe which haue ſnfficient of themſelues, the 
oods of the church ate not to be imployed; as that 
earned Proſper in his treatie De vita contemplatiua 


witneſſeth in theſe wordes : eccleſia nihil eit erogare de proſper 


ber, &c. The church ought not to beſtow any » 
thing on thoſe which haue ſufficient of their 
one. | 


- Otherwiſe, though ſome of the Church giue 


it, yet it is plaine ſacriledge for them which take it, 


as {aint Ierom in his epiſtle to Damaſus ſneweth in 
theſe wordes: qui autem parentum bonis &. Thoſe 


E 3 to 


Siebe | 


which haue ſufficient left them by their parents 
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to maintaine them, if they take anie ofthoſe goods 
which are giuen to maintaine the poore, itis ſacri- 
Caluin, ledge. Caluiu writing on the ſeuenth of Amos, cal- 
leth thediminiſhing ofthe immunities or commo- 
dities of the church, ſacriledge: ſounding the ſame 
$.Barnard. with good Saint Barzard writing on the Canticles, 
E according to this tenor: Proditorer dei c eccteſie, &. 
=: * They which take from the temples, they are betrai- 


ers of God and his church. : 
? Iheſe learned fathers, they expreſſe the true ſen- 
5 4 tence of their mother. the holye church, pronoun- 
cing the true fauour of God and his louing counte- 
nance, turned clerely vnto them, which fauour & 
nouriſh his holie church, with his poore belongin 
to the ſame: and the ſeuere wrath of the Lord God, 
kindled againſt all thoſe, which fpoile his louing 
ſpouſe here on earth, bereauing her of herbeautifu 
children, her coſtlie garmentes made of needle 
worke, all ar within, concerning whom the 
Lord hath ſayd, hee which harmeth you, he tou- 
cW%heth the apple of mine eie. Bullinger on the fiſt of 
18 N 28 8 * the firſt epiſtle of ſaint Pau to Tymorhie, concerni 
the reformation of Church goods, writeth thus: 
the goods of the Church are the gold of Toleſan, 
which breedeth his diſtruction that poſſeſſeth it. 
Therefore though the churches, their goods & 
landes, were abuſed by Monkes and Friers: yet 
there is no cauſe why Chriſtian Princes ſhould 
thinke that reformation good and religious, which 
pulleth down the churches, and turneth the church 
goods to the vſe and poſſeſſions of „dees 
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| to * they were not firſt giuen to this end 3 ki ges, and 
Xe the ! princes, 


/ 
* . 


princes , and magiſtrates haue their reuenewes, 
their tributes , their fines , their cuſtomes, their 

ublique treaſures apppointed for their vſes: but as 
2 the goods ofthe church, they were firſt giuen 
for the maintenance of ſtudents in humanitie , and 
diuinitie for the maintaining of Biſhops and hoſpi- 


his Diſiuaſme. 37 


WI 


talitie, for the relicuing of the poore widowes, „ 


"Rangers and captiues, and thoſe which are in ne- 


ceſſitie: and a certaine portion was appointed 


forthe repairing of Churches . 


a 
5 


Let them reſtore ſuch ſufficiencie of goods 10 + 


the Church, as will fullie ſuffice forthe maintai- 
ning of all the premiſſes, before they take one 
halfe pennie from the Church, or elſe let them 
ſurelie looke for the grieuous vengeance of God 
on them and their houle. 


That learned Peter Aartir concerning the goods p. warix, 


ofthe church vniuſtlic required by Magiſtrates wri- 
teth thus: #1 eo queſto difficilis eft & in qua diſſoluenda &c, 

In that caſe it is a doubtfull queſtion, in anſwe- 
ring, the which, Thad rather incline to that point, 


that if the prime or magiſtrate ſhould take awaie 


the goods ofthe church, no man ought violentlie 
to reſiſt them. But if the magiſtrate would counſell 
mee to giue vp the goods of the Church into his 

handes , I would not willinglie do it. 
Concluding, that vnleſſe it be in cafes ſet down 
before by the holie Father ſaint Ambroſe, It is not 
lay ful any waie to alienate the goods ofthe church. 
Io this generall conſent of ſcriptures, counſels, 
& & Fathers (as the concluſion of the reſt ) ſuccee- 
deth the great and _— puniſhments _ 
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3 Euerard Digbie 
the Lorde ſendeth on all them, that take any thin 


from his holie temple, of which who ſo minder 


duc co ſippe, and rake a bare taſt, let him marle theſe 


Act. 5. * 


examples, plainclypropoundedin theſe fewe lines 
following : but it hee will haue more ſtore, and is 
minded to wade further, let him enter the diſſuaſiue 


it ſelfe, conſiſtingmore of example then rule, and 
Celſus. 


Celſus of Verona his diſſuaſiue thereunto adioyned. 
There he ſhall finde it true by record of ſundry ra 
ries,which is written in holie ſcriptures, concerning 
thoſe which either take or deteine anie thing once 
vowed and giuen to the holy Church. And what is 
that? wee reade in the Actes ofthe Apoſtles, that 
Ananias & Saphira his wife conſented to keepe backe 
ſome of the money which they had once given to 
the Lord. Which how haynous a crime it was, let all 
men note. Sith for the ſame Saint Peter opened his 
mouth and ſtrooke them both with preſent death, 
reaſoning with them and ſaying on this maner: was 
it not your owneto haue doone with what you liſt > | 
why then doe you tempt the holy Ghoſt, ſith the of- 
fence is not againſt man but againſt God? ſignifiyng 
that after it is once giuen or appointed to holie vie, 
no man ought to retract any parte thereof backe a- 
gaine. The like puniſhment ſucceeded to all thoſe 


n Which ſpoyled the Church at any time. 
Fuagrius, 
eth, that the Duke Gabaones, hearing tell that the 


Euagrius in the fourth booke of his hiſtorie ſhew- 


Vundalls came againſt him with a puiſſant army, cal- 
led ſome of his Captaines to him, willing them to 
put on poore ſimple apparell, ind ſo to paſſe ouer to 
the hoſt of the Vandal, matłing diligently angry i 
8 . the 
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the YVaudall; honoured the temples ofthe chriſtians, 
or ſpoiled and violated them. If they ſpoyle or violat 
them ſaith he) then ſec, that in what you can, you 
reediſie and adorne them: for the God which the ; 
Chriſtians worſhip I know not, but if he be ſo. migh- 3 
tie as they ſay heis, he wil ſpoilethEwhich Pola hs Wale WY 
houſe. Thie N andali went forward as they had begun, e 
they ſpoiled the chriſtian temples, as they paſſed 5 
with their army, they did eat, they dranle, they ſpors 
ted & triumphed, enriched with the ſpoils & goods 
ofthe church, they marched forward. And at length 
ioined battell with Gabaones + but moſte of them 
were ſlain, many grecuouſly wounded in the battell, 
ſome taken & pur to diuers torments. Quanto refting 
Hle,how much more wiſely did that heathen Empe ; 
rour Alaricus the captaine of the Gores, which belies 
ging that famous Citie of Rome, at laſt conquered it, 
e gaue the ſpoile therof to his ſoldiers, onſy excep- 
ting the faire & ſolemn temple built ouer the — Agicus,, 
of S. peter, forthe reuerence which they bare to him, 
commaunding & charging molt ſtrajghtly, that no 
man ſhould once touch it or violate any perſon, any 
ag, „or anything whatſoeuer belonging to the 
fame; which was the cauſe; why the whole Citie of 
Rome, was not then clean defaced & deſtroied. Let 
no man in this place obiect on the contraxy, ſaying, 
Moſartooke the calfe & burnt it to aſhes, caſting the - 
into the running brooke; the Iſraelits deſtroied tee 
temples of the ee 7ofas pulled down the tem- 
ples ofthe groues : Elias rar y. Bail: Daud 
cate the ſhew-bread being lavfull onely for the 
Prieſtes, & Phinebas ſlew the adulterers, being a pri- 
9171222 F Uate 
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7 85 
uate man + of which ſome were mooued by ſpeciall 
zeale, proceeding from the holy Ghoſt,wherby they 

were warranted: and ſome were commanded(as the 

 Iraclits)ro ſlay man, woman and children, which 
thinges at this day wee muſt not onely not doe, 
but if we doethe (as Bullinger & manie learned wri- 
ters affirme) it is ſin in the fight of God. Sith the ſon 
of man (as ſaith our ſauiour) came not to deſtroye, 
but to ſaue. He hath broken downe the wall of ſepa- 
ration, & hath made one ſhepheard, one ſheepetold 

A 10. both of lewes & Gentles, euen the holy-Catholike 

Church, the walles whereof who ſodiminiſheth or 

caſteth downe, the Lord ſhall inſlict the tormentes 

of this world on him and his poſteritie, vnleſſe with 
hartie repentance, he reſtore that which he hath ta- 
en away, and in the world to come, he ſhall caſt him 
out into vtter darłenes, where the worme of wicked 
. conſcience ſtingeth day and night, where the fire is 
Math. 23. neuer quenched, the crie neuer ceaſed, the paine ne- 
uer mittigated, the miſerie neuer ended. But to thoſe 
which loue the Lord, and beautifie his holy temple, 
with the fineſt of their gold, the firſt of their fruites, 
the moſt hartie goodwill that they can, the Lord of 
his mercie ſhall redouble their gratious charitie ma- 
y thouſand time, into their ae co them 
cir heartes deſire heere in this worlde, and in the 
world to come, the eternall ſaluation of their 
ſoules, cuen the life euerlaſting: 
- which God graunt vs all tho- 
rough leſu Chriſt our on- 
ly Lord and ſauiour 


Euerard Digbie 
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Ie the paines of tranſlating 
| the ſame not worthie the 
| | account: yet conſidering 
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the which we are ws theſe moſte daungerous 
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times, and that (as Hirmes Triſmeg#t in his Pyman- 
der writeth) the vſuall and carefull feeding of our 
fleſhlie bodies, is the conſumption of our ſoules: In 
regard of my humble dutie towards the moſt hono- 
able eſpouſe of Ieſu Chriſt, our louing mother the 
holie church, and to my deare country a member 
ofthe ſame: I ſeeing nowe the ſame doubt & daun- Hermes. 
ger of the enemie which was in his daies , the ſame 
uppliãce collected frõ the church, the ſame wound, | 
the ſame ſwelling: the ſame griefe conceiued: doub- 4 
ting leaſt if this vnnaturall wound be long vnhealed, 3 
it will drawe to an iſſue (which is commonly vncu- "I 
rable without the daunger of the whole bodie: ) I 
thought good to pen this ſimple ſhorttreatiſe, with 
Celſus of Verona his diſſuaſiue thereunto annexed: 
thatthereby notthe common people a ge" 
ot ole 


Gen. 3. 
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S.lerom, 
and whither wee ſhall returne : the true anſwere 
 whereofisthat treble anxeſis of the propher: earth, 
earth, earth. But in this tourney according to ich 
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derſtand; that ee Which eateth the bread ofthe in- 
nocent ſhall neuer be ſatisfied: he which taketh a- 
waie the clothes of the poore, ſnall neuer be warme: 


tho igber place and degree might cleerlie vn- 


he which ſpoileth his nurſe, ſhall neuer be well ly- 
king: he which powleththe church, ſhall neuer be 


rich: and hee which weakeneth his mothers backe, 

ſhall neuer ſtand vpright againſt his enemies in the 

daie of battaile. : 
Therefore my deare bretheren, boughtwith the 


Ame price: you which loue the Lord more than 


earthlie kingdomes , and which count all worldy 


honour, riches, pleaſure, and dipnitie vile earth, 


ſpringing out of the earth, and deſtinate with your 


bodies to the earth againe: be yee not ſo enchaun- 


ted with the humming ſwarme of worldly pleaſures, 


and delightes, that yee looſe the joy eternal]. 


Andnow a litle ſeclude thoſe painted ſhowes of 
worldlie vanities, beſmeared with gliſtering verniſh, 
which dimmeth your cies; and looke vppon your 


felues, your ſoules and bodies. Neither is it ſuffi- 


cient to conſider wich that holie Father: vnde, vbi, 
quo, from whence wee came, where wee are now, 


counſell of ſaint Paule, we muſtſhake ofall whic 


| hangerh heauie on, and preſſeth vs downe; we muſt 
learneto weane our ſelues from our infirmities, and 
to know our diſeaſe : with fixed eies we muſt behold 


our wounds,how many,how dangerous,how Hep 
they bee? how they are to bee cured, and 75 the 
oke 


ſtroke ofthe enemie hereafteris to be auvided:' 
Though al our battaile and ſtriſe is not directed a- 


gainſt eſh and bloud onelie, but alſo againſt ſpiri · E 


tuall powers, and enemies of our ſoules: yet the e- 
nemie of fleſh and bloud: oft times ſo daunteth our 
harts with his proud defiance ,and in ſuch ſort, that 
through the too much caring and carking for our 
ſelues, hee maketh a plaine and readie entrance to 
the wounding of our bodies, and ſo much the ra- 
ther becauſe the ſhield and breſtplate, with which 
wee chuſe to detend out ſelues, . at the firſt 
ſight it fit fir vpon our breaſt, and outwardly ſeeme 
well ſteeled to the eie 2 yet inwardlie it is moſt dan- 
erouſlie impoiſoned, infeſting the bodie with 
ge contagion, ſinking into the vaines and ſy- 
ne es ſo deepe, that it weakneth our iointes, it dul- 
— the ſpirites, and daunteth the courage of the 
cart, Ei: ls 

. This is the = 1 where with (as Celſus wri- 
reth) the Venetians ſeeking to ouercome their ene 
mies, were made a praie vnto them. 

This is that two edged ſword, with which whileſt 
wee raſhlie fight againſt our enemie, and ſtriue to 
reach him a ſore blow, with lifting our hand vp too 
haſtilie, too raſhlie, too high; with the other fide 
wee cut our one faces. This is the rule which tea- 
cheth vs, that when we are prouoked to battaile by 
outward foes, we muſt not make fleſh our ſtrength, 
or put any confidence in riches: but ĩſwee hope to 
douercome our bodilie enemies, wee muſt firſt con- 
quere the ſpirituall aduerſaries of our ſoules, now 


ruling in our mortall members: and that is by fly-Epheſs. 
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flying to our moſt louing captaiue, and victorious 
9 Ieſu Chriſt, who hauing conquered 
x eee and damnation, is aſ- 
Epheſ4, © vp on high , leading captiuitie captiue, and 
© _ giuinggreatſpoilesandgiftes vnto men. His louing 
voice doth ſound from heauen, and biddeth all men 
' Math. rr, come. Come vnto him all yee that are Ioaden and 
he will refreſn you. The ſpirite and the ſpouſe ſay 
come: and hee which heareth let him ſaie come, & 
-Apocar, hee which thirſtech let him come, and thoſe which 
hope to ſee their deſire vpon their enemies let them 
come, and all which loue Ieſu Chriſt and his louing 
ſpouſe come and ſee, touch, and taſt how ſweet the 

3 Ieſu is. | 
But ho ſhallwee come? and which is the way? 
hee which biddeth come, hee calleth them which 
5 _ , opening to them the fountaine of eternall 

C. 98 | 

Andthough I am vnworthie to aduiſe anie, yet 
my purpoſe is to admoniſh thoſe which erre, that 
they come into the true way. And how ſhallwee 
Muh.7. come ?by true repentance of ourformer wickednes, 
and ſinnes committed againſt God. And how ſhall 
we repent ? not in only ſaying Lord, Lord, or onely 
God forgiue me: and ſo going on in our ſinful life? 
but ifchou haſt offended thy Lord and louing fa- 
ther, thou muſt bee heartelie ſorie for thy miſdo- 
+. ings, with faſting, with praying, with ſhewing thy 
penitent mind, andſorrow for thy fins , in thought, 
in word, in deed. If thou haue taken thy neighbours 
goods reſtore double: and with res at Zache- 
Lakers, in ſigne of true repentance, giue halſe thy goods 


0 


his Diffuaſme. 39 
to the poore. | | 
In this habit ofatrue Iſraelite, forſaking all that 
rhou haſt, follow our Lord and ſauiour, who hath 
walked the ſame waie before vs. If thou haue ſin- 
ned in fleſhlic luſtes and deſires: faſt and praie in- 
ſtantlie, ſtrew aſhes on thy head, put on fackclocth- 
n ſtead of ſilkes, returne from the view of courtlie 
troupes, entring into thy ſecret Chamber, caſt 
downe thy ſelfe before the Lord, euen vppon the 
could ground. 5 
Mourne and lament before the Lord: crie out a- 
lowd, Adſum qui feci in me conuertito ferrum. It is 1 O Virgil. 
Lord, it is Iwretched mã, which haue ſinned againſt 
hleauen and againſt thee, haue mercie vppon me O 
Lord eee to thy great goodnes, and accor- 
ding to the multitude of thy mercies do away mine 
offences. 
This is the beginning ofrepentance: for theſe fins 
of infirmitie, and the end is hike vnto the ſame. Theſe 
were the wordes and deedes of Dauid: and was there + 
nothing elſe? yes verilie, after due conſideration of 
his ſinnes, and ſorrow for the ſame, he ſoughtto' + 
pleaſe the Lord : he fullie purpoſed to tale the arch 
out of the fimple tent, and to build a faire temple 
vnto the Lord God of Iiraell, this was his holie liſe, 
wherewith he ſought to win the Lordes fauour, an 
his ſinnes were the ſinnes of his bodie, euen the ſins 
of infirmiti:: but if thou once lift vp thine hand 
againſt the Lord, and his holy temple, if thou take a: 
way the goods of his church, and the maintenãce of 
his holy miniſters & preachers of his word who firſt 
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Siſcra. 


Toſua7, 


the Church, who haue waſhed thee with the hap- 


tiſme of repentaunce vnto eternall life, Who haue 


taught thee the true Chtiſtian faith, and cloathed 
theewith the ſtole of righteouſneſſe, and leade thee 
by the right bande voto eternalllife, who pray day- 
for thy ſinnes, and the ſinnes of the whole 
people: then knowe thou aſſuredly, that though 
thy, armye of ſouldiers bee huge and monſtrous. 
Though they bee verie manye, and their courage 
great. Though thy chariots be nine hundred all of 
iron (as were the chariots of Siſera) though thy bar- 


red horſes bee raunged ſoorth by thouſandes, and 


thy Iennets by tenne thouſandes. Though thy 
riches be incomparable, & thy ſtrength aboue al e- 
ſtimation: yet if thou haue taken anie iote of main- 


tenaunce from the ſeruice of the high God: if 
thou weaken the walles of his Church, and by 


vnlawſull exactions impoueriſh his miniſters; I 
ſpeake a truth, and call heauen and earth to wit- 
nes the ſame:that which you accoũt your ſtrength, 
ſhall breede your deſtruction: The Laples feather 


once thruſt in, ſhall eate to duſt all the feathers in 


the bedde; the lyons haire ſhall conſume the mix- 
ture of other peltes adioined thereto: and Aabanes 


forbidden ſpoile, ſhall cauſe the Iſraelites with loſſa 


of life to ſlie the field. 
Though thy number bee three to one, and thou 
aſſure thy ſelfe to haue the daie: yet ifthe forbidden 


in heauen, euen the ſtarres ſhall fight in order 


Siſera: 


7 


then thou ſhouldeſt proſper there witli, the ſtarres 


from eauen againſt thee, as they did againſt 
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Sifers : tlie Riuers ſhall fvell againſt thy com- 
ming: which ifrhou enter, they thall ſtrike of the 
whelesandcarriechineiron charrets cleane away. 
The ſtones in thewalles ſhall ſiguit againſt thee at 


home, and the foules of the ayre abroad, thine ene- 


1 mie ſhall ſtand vponthe ſhore with his banner diſ- 


* 


plaied,whileſt thou lieſt drowning in the deepe. He 
ſhall march vnto the toppes of the higheſt hilles, 
without loſſe of men, or ſhedding of his bloud, hee 
hall diſplay his banner with triumphe,hee ſhal def- 
cend in peace, and reſound his trumpet in his tente 
moſt courragiouſlic. 
Therefore let all true chriſtians, muſe and medi- 
tate more wiſely on the will of the Lord, let them Fal 118. 
lune that it is better to truſt in the Lord alone, 
then in any power of man: that it is better to depend * 
vpon the ſeruice of the Lord, and the loue of his ho- 
lie name, then to put any confidence in Princes, in 
arſdr, authoritie, in riches. Let the trueth of the 
Lord be theyr light, and let his looue be the way, & 
his holy Prophets their guiders in the ſame. Let thẽ 
fight cheefely for the glory of the Lord, and not 
theyr owne glory:ſor his church, and not their own 
poſſeſſions:for their ſoueraigne, and not their one 
primacie: for the realme, and not for reuenge of pri 
uate quarels or hope of higher rule. Let their depar- 
turebe in peace & vnfayned loue vnto the ſpouſe of 
leſu Chriſt: at theyr going foorch, let them not ſay 
chat theyr garmentes, theyr furniture, theyr money 
& their come, came from the church: but let them 
looke backe into the lande, and beholde the church 
from whence they ſprang. Let them pitty rheyr 
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mot her in their hart, and let them ſay with the ſons 
of God: peace bee with thee, and ſweete proſperitie 
O thou houſe and Citty of the Lord, let their watch 
word be Domus dei iand theyr great allarum, Vinca 
veritas, © 1 | 
But let them not be chriſtians onelie in word, let 
not all their religion dwell in their mouth, and 
nothing in their hartes and deedes : let them not 
goe foorth laughing , and leaue manie weeping 
905 behinde them: let them not bragge that they 


fight for the Church abroad. whileſt they are full of | 


deadlie ſinne within, and weaken the foundation 
of the Church at home. Can wee looue our fa- 


ther, and yet ſpoile our elder brethren? Can wee 


tender our mother, and yet preſſe her teates ſo 


fore: that in ſteede of ſweete milke , they droppe 


bloude 2 Can wee cheriſhe the ſucking childe 
and yet empoiſon the teate of the Nurſe, which 
giucth irſucke > Dootk hee looue his: freende , 
who while hee is gone into a farte countrie , ta- 
keth his little childrens bread out of their handes? 
their cloathes from their backes ? their houſes o- 
uer their heades ? If this queſtion knocke at the 
doore , by which wee would faine enter into the 
Church of ilefu Chriſt, and the anſwere to the 
ſame, bee the key, which opeueth the waie, and 
fheweth. vs the light of ttueth, whoſe beames ſhine: 
cleercly from the ſonne of God: why ſhutte wee 
vp the fleſhlie windowes of our heart, with cu- 


fome of this great ſinne aboue the reſt? So that 


that the: cleere beames of the ſonne of God, the 


bountie of his mercic, the brightneſſe of his glo- 
e | rie, 


Dr 28 . 
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rie: cannot; once open our earthlie intralles ? or 

mooue our ſinfull bowels, to haue compaſſion on 

our tender nurſe, and moſt loguing mother: if 

this be farre from your perſwaſion and you doubt 

of the ſame; then open your cares: and incline 
your hartes to the voyceof health and falvation,, , . 

Ie p your eye liddes O yee worthies ofthe earth, Pfalz. 

and comprehend the light which ſhineth in dark. 

neſſe. O yee Princes open your gates, and yee 

the elect of the Lorde open your eternall doores 

and the true light of the God of glorie ſhall en- 

ter in. — 

Which when thou haſt once beheld with thy 
mortall eye hauing therewith reade this ſmall trea- 
tiſe,rudelie written in haſt, with a poſting pen, aske 
no more the queſtion is this true? or ſhall I aunſwer 
for goods thus taken, or is it a ble ſſed thing to giue 

vnto the Church, and a curſed thing, to take there 
fro? In this conceite bee not highe minded, but 
feare and tremble before the Lord, looke how high 
the lord ſitteth aboue all heauens, and howe-lowe 
thou art here on the earth. Way that thou art in the pglar. 
earth a worme and no man, that thy daies are hut | 
a ſpanne long. and that one ſpanne is a' continuall 
warefare + hereunto applie this proceſſe, that when 
thou cameſt firſt into this world, and werte vetie 
young, thy ſpirituall enemies were olde and ſub· 
till, that they haue rather wonne then loſt euer ſi- 
thence , and holde the ſame vantage of thee a 
this daie: that they haue wounded thee fore, and 
ſo ſore, that thou art not able to ſtand vpriglit in te 
way of life, Therefore though thou be mightieand 
̃iuobii 1 Puiſlant, 


0 


— 


trueth of ſure 
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puiſſant, yet in that thou art ſore wounded refuſe 


not the holeſome oyle of the ſimple Samaricane, 
| eres hepowrethin thy woundes: denye not his 
. up 

on 


ppliant paines, in binding them vp, in ſetting thee 
ow orſe,which will bring thee to thy Inne and 
lace of reſt where thou wouldeſ be. It he doe the 


—— laie out the fineſt coyne in his purie 


for thee, though it be but two pence yet ſithi all this 
is doone for the bringing thee into the way, from 
the which thou wert wandered, the deliueringthee 
from euill; andthe ſaning of thy liſe: confeſſe the 
trueth which thou canſt not denie, the oyle is hole- 
ſome: the binding cõfortable: the man deuoute: his 


dooing good: his ſayings true, bleſſed bee the God 


oftrueth. Which becauſe thy dooings ſhewe thou 


yet doubteſt, leſten but a little whileſt I open before 


thine eyes the highe fountaine from whence the 
perſwaſion moſt gentlie floweth, 
together with che plaine examples of auncient 


times, which ſhewe moſt clerely in a glaſſe, the true 


countenaunce of the well diſpoſed minde, the good 


Ife, and happy death of all thoſe, which heretofore 


uinges and freedomes of the Chur 
een „ eee 
Concertiug this kinde of catterpillers, Celſus of 


kaue looued, founded, inriched, nouriſhed, freede, 
Priuiſedged, adorned the church: and contrarie the 
e eee life, and miſerable death 
ofthoſe, which perſecuted the Chriſtians, pulling 
done theyrtemples, pilling and powling the li- 

ch of Ieſu Chriſt 


- 
* 


Verona had uxitten plainely vnto the Duke and Se- 


nate of Pexece.In which ſhort treatiſe ſith we may e- 


uidently 
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uidently beholde the great deformitie of our age: 
Sith his leaues be fewe,his examples many, his ap- 
pliaunce plaine, his concluſion truc;fithe it is nowe 
tranſlated and ſet open before oureyes, ſhewing vs 
this foule ſpot in our face moſt apparantly. Iwill 
not long diſcourſe on that part, pardon me the glaſſe 
is cleare, what ſhould I write? That prouerbe was 
vſed of auncient time, and we prooue it true: Swi 
mquiſque mals b landitur, euery man flattereth himſelſe 
in his one humor, and though the glaſſe do ſhew 
thee plainely, that thy face is foulie ſported in di- 
uers places, with vncleanneſſe of thine one hands, 
and full of puffed pimples, by reaſon thou drinkeſt 
lyquor not ordained for thy ſtomacke: yet to the 
ende that thoſe ſmall ſcabbes without , may breede 
great ſores within,and that thine ende may bee the 
ue of thy deſert:flattering thy ſelfe with thine owne 
defornitie, and loath to bee corre cted by an other, 
thou caſteſt away the glaſſe: which once abandoned, 
(qui ſemel verecundie limites tranſilient) without all blu- 
ſmhing, thou affirmeſt boldly, a mould, a wart, a wrin- 
ckle, a freckle, a ſpotte, a wheale, is but a toye in a 
mans face. I count but little of the fooliſhe glaſſe. 
And ſhew me reaſon why not? hy not, if it be not 
ſeene, it is no blot, but if it be no more hid, then the 
noſe on your ſace, or the fightin your eye, if all men 
loath the ſight thereof, and count you careleſſe of Im 
your health for neglecting the ſame: then knowe 
that the time is nowe come of which it was fore- 
ſnewed that men ſhould bee loouers of themſelues 
more then ofthe Lorde, and you are a childe of the 
( ſame, nowe therefore ſith the glaſſe is gone, and rea- 
„ e 5 „ ſon 
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ſon is the rule by the which you leauell: knoweyee | 
that your deformitics are great, and ſith you loue Þ} 
to feede on meate forbidden two men of yonrcom- 
plection, know this for a trueth, that all meates are 
not for al mt. It were a ſtraunge vnnatural kindnes, 
if the little child ſucking on his mothets breſt, ſhold 
pull the meate out of her mouth as ſhe is feeding: & 
yet much more vnholſome to be eaten of the child, 
then ſtraunge to the beholders. If this vnnatural vn» 
kindnes doe ſeeme ſo vntollerable in the fleſh, how 
much more in the children of the ſpitite? wee muſt 
knowe that man (as Hermes writeth) conſiſteth of 


two natures: of heauen and earth: of bodie and of 


ſoule, of the fleſhe and of the ſpirite. 
Ihe fleſhe is of earth earthlie: the ſpirite is from 
heauen heauenlie : firſt is that which is ſpirituall 
and then that which is bodilie . The bodie 
is quickned laſt and dieth firſt: but the ſpirite 
is that which is firſt and laſte . As the ſpirituall 
is firſt , ſo wee ought firſt of all ro walke after 
the ſpirit, and notafterthe fleſh: to become like our 
ſpirituall father and to nouriſh our ſpirituall mo- 
thet, and brethren redeemed witli the ſame ſpiritu- 
all ſacrifice: renewed with the ſame ſpirituall grace: 
confirmed by the ſame ſpiritual paſtours, vnto ſanc- 


timony & holines of life, reading firſt, & aboue al o- 


ther knowledge, ſcience contemplacions and reue- 
lations, the true heauenlie doctrine of the ſpirit. Se- 
king with our bodies, liues and goods, to preſerue & 
keepe the volumes, the paſtours, the temples of the 
ſpirituall worſhip of the Lord, here the breade of 
life is broken to thoſe which hunget and thirſt aſtet 


righ- 


righreouſnes, and the ſpirituall foode ofthe ſoule. 
After the body followeth the ſhadowe,and next to 
this ſpirituall foode of the ſoule,the food ofthe cor- 
ruptible bodice is tobe prouided. Both are neceſ- 
ſarie but the former firſt. Therefore let vs notſecke 
after the foode which periſherh,but ſecke the foode 
which preſerueth both bodie and ſoule vnto eter- 
nall life, knowing that as our ſauiout Chriſt ſairh) 
man liueth not by bread onely, but by euerie worde 


which proceedeth out of the mouth of God. This Mattig. 
word is the conduit of the ſpirit , whoſe ſubſtaunce 


is perfect trueth: this word was in the beginning, & 
by it all thinges were made. It created all thinges of 
nothing: in weakenes, ſtrength, in vilenes, honour, 
in the Ric placedaliuing,a heanenly andan vn- 
derſtiding ſoule:erecting the bodily charior(where 
in he placed it)right vp to heauen, that he might a- 


boue al things continually haue his face, his eie, his Pſalm 


hart and cogitacion fixed on heauen and heauenlie 
eonuetſation. But man would not abide in honour, 
the ſpiriual grace of the heauenly fountaine infuſed 
into him, was corrupted with the vncleanes of the 
veſſel. Fro the begining his enemies prouoked him 
to offend his maker, to leaue y heavenly ſpirit, & to 
incline to her handmaid, this ſinful, filthy coruptible 
fleſh. Therewith he luſted after his ſenſuall appetite 
he rowled his eie to & fro: according toy wauering 
of fleſhly ſenſuallity. leauing the miſttis, in moſt de- 
generate ſort, he bound himſelf to ſerue the pleaſurs 
ofthe body. with the los of life, he brought in death 
in affecting the loſenes of the fleſh, he loſt the free- 
dome of the ſpitit: in ſeeking lands & honor on the 
earthyhe leſt the ſpiritual Canan, the heauẽly Ieruſalẽ 
* 


his Diſuaſme. 47 


. 


| perfect lawe of the libertie. Sith therfore the eſſence 


_. 


conſiſt oftwo natures, ſo we are of two 


ſpirituall and cearthly,of a IDE, the crea- 
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of man is his ſpirit, according as it is written Mex 


vninſemiuſque is eſt quiſque às the minde is, ſo is the 
man, eyther good or bad, and that our firſt and chie- 


feſt conſtitution is ſpirituall. | 
Leet vs vnderſtand thus much of our ſelues, that it 


is moſt conſonant to our creation, to our conſtituti- 
on, to our ſaluation: that aboue all other things, we 
frame all our thoughts and meditations:our calling, 
and conuerſation: our goods, and landes: our liues 


and liuinges, our bodies and our ſoules: to the nou- 


riſhing of the doctrine of trueth, and the main- 
taining of the nurſes, the true teachers and prea- 


chers of the ſame, 


This is the key of knowledge, whereby wee muſt 


open the doore of heauen the tree of life, which fee- 


deth the ſoule, the cleare light which lighteneth e- 
uery man which commeth into the world. Now the 
windowe beginneth to open, the day ſpring from an 
highe now viſiteth vs, teaching vs N at as we 

ginnings, 


tor of heauen and earth, a ſpirituall mother, the ho- 
ly catholique Church, on home hee hath ſent his 
holy ſpirite viſibly deſcending. 

So we muſt firſt and principally apply our ſelues 
to the maintaining of the health, peace and ſafety, 
the reuetence renowne and glory of this ſpirituall 
father and mother, leauing our earthly father and 
our earthly mother in regard of them, becauſe hee 
created, redeemed and ſanctified vs vnto himſelfe, 


ricuall 


&our holy mother. She nouriſneth vs with the ſpi- 
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an holie religious generation vnto the Lord. 
Therefore after wee haue truelie confeſſed, that 


wee beleeue in the moſt holie, bleſſed, and glorious 


trinitie, three perſons andone God, next vnto our 
heauenlie Father, wee acknowledge our ſpirituall 
mother, the holie catholique Church: in whoſe cu- 
ſtodie at his depatting out of this world, he leſt his 
will and teſtament plainlie written and ſubſcribed 
with his owne hand, and the handes of manie faith- 
full witneſſes, ſurelic ſcaled with his moſt precious 
bloud. He fixed it ſo ſurelie, and with ſuch vertue, 
that ther with the ſperes did ſhrinke in the heauens, 

the Moone 


inſt nature retired fromthe Raſt, in- Dionyſ. 


to the Meridian, the Sunne loſt his light, the aire Areop. 


was darłe, the earth did ſhake , the graues opened, 
the ſpirits aroſe, the hel below all trẽbled: ſo that the 
powers therof were looſed. After this athentical ſig- 
nitying ofhis moſt pretious death & bitter paſſion, 
in heauen, in earth, & in hel: he gaue it as his owne 
deed, his laſt wil & teſtamẽt vnto his beloued ſpouſe 
the holy church, a ſure ſeale and pledge of eternall 
ſaluation to her & all her faithfull chüchen for euer. 
As is the loue of her huſband, ſo is hirs: for ſhe hath 
it giuen her of him, euen breathed from his one 
mouth: hee is one and his loue is one for euer: the 


heauens ſhallwaxe old like a garment, the Sun ſhal bers. 


ſhrinke from his Excentrich, the earth ſhall paſſe a- 
waie like a tempeſt, but the loue of our ſpiritual mo- 


ther, is as the loue of our heauenlie father, once æ 
euer: hom ſhe once loueth, ſhe loueth them to the 


end, & that moſt entirely, according to the ſaying 
| | | 1 0 
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Hemes. 


of the ptbphet; when father and mother forſaketh 

me, then the Lord raketh me vp. Therefore if we be 
his true children, we muſt frame our ſelues, that we 
bee like our ſpirituall parents; not in countenance 


onlie, & outward looke, but in ſinceritie & holy de- 


uotiõ. We mult forſake both father & mother, con- 
cerning the fleſh,honouring our ſpirituall father & 
our ſpiritual mother aboue all other things both in 
heauen and in earth. He hath 7 * vs ſonnes of 
the ſpirit,cuen by the ſpirite oflife and ſhe through 
his great grace doth nurſe vs vp with the ſame food: 


| ſhetakethvs vp out ot the mirie waies of this ſinful 
Meſh, ſhe vnfoldeth the ſinfull clothes of the bodie, 


wherewith wee are almoſt ſmothered]; ſhe openeth 
our mouth, applying thereto her tender teats, from 
whence ſne diſtilleth the drops ofſpiritual life into 
our hearts, wherby our ſoules be fed, out bodies pre- 
ſerued, our vnderſtiding increaſed, our eĩes cleared, 
our faith perfected; ſo that we ſee moſt plainly how 
we ſhould loath the world, & learne to loue our ho- 
y mother the church, knowing that it is not meete 
to leaue the cleare Sunne, & to waite on ſhadowes: 
or poſſible to ſerue God & Mammon, this world & 
heaven, the fleſh & the ſpirit: according(as Hermes 
writeth) Nif o fili corpus tuum oderis, teipſum amare non 
poteris: impoſſibile eft v triſque ſimul intendere: O Sonne 
vnleſſe thou hate thy body, thou canſt not loue thy 


ſoule : for it is impoſſible to applie thy ſelfe at once 


to them both. Therfore be ye not ſo blinded with 
the ſtinking miſt of Sathans deadly ſmoke, or the 
painted vale of this wicked world, or the ſinful web 
officſhliecorruptions, ouerſpredding the ſight of 
— your 


2 haas. ue. 


your eie, that you ſhould not lool into thecleer 
noi ſet eee 3 


behold the reflexion of eee eee 
naturall ſpot where with you greatlie diſgrat 
ſelues before the face H 
— — the cares ofthis 

world, that ye cannot loołe into thirtimes of old g 
ifyou cannot ſee ſo far before you by reaſon cf the 
 cloudyteptations,which ena fleſh & che 
deuil beat in your — 
er RL — eaſt: — 
the way of life. If you be ſo intangled rt a 
ofthis wicked world, that you cannot goe forward: 
nay that you cannot once turn ycurſelſe to loo to- 
wards the Church: Let fixe thy feete theit thou goe 
notbackward from euill to wan and let chy coun« 


ee affect the fight of: the. heavenly n 
em, 

Though thine cies bee m; et nd ein} 
harken to the 8 c mother, ſorę- 
ſhewing thee the ſweete and the ſower of this thy 
dangerous iourneie, wherein ſith thou art to walke 
through the wildernes of this wicked world, before 
thaqu aſlaie the iſie ground therof, knowtharwhich 
ellewhete' is wiſely; written : Tur mbit uu a 
prowincia , the earthis a prouince full of naughtines, 
through "wich who ſo mindeth to walke fafclie, 
bee muſt bee vetie circumſpect, taling heede to 
his beginninges;, knowing chat hee which begin- 


neth well, hath halte finiſhed the work:Thefitften- "IP 


trance of this waie vnto eternall life, is to loue 


ie en thy God with oY — As 


1 


” * CIT . L 2 7, 3 r 4 
« i N « 4 4 * r * „ EEO RTE OS. 
K . ee Ou : ; S 'F * 
— R 1 © . 2 * 1 - 15 
3 5 „ 2 Yell CES. NE” whe 1 Bd $ 
" by N pe * 5 1 N 2 Xa 
A g 1 A i * 0% Tos 
d ; + 3 
6 5 * 5 5 
* 4 
5 3 i D * , 4 a — by 
- as" 
* 3 
1 - 
- 4 = 
is like | t loue h , ' ' 


as thy ſelſe, according to the rule of nature. Quod ri- 
Lex. Nat. j ßer vit. ateri ne feceris. Do vnto others as yee 
mould that they ſhould doe vnto you againe. 
This rule is generall the meaning large, the ob- 
ſeruance thereof hard and tedious: therfore before 
I poſt forward too faſt vnto the ende, I will make 
ſome litle ſmall ſpence of time in opening the firſt 
g inning thereof: and which is that? as it is ſaid in 
che rule of chriſtian faith, next to the bleſſed trinitie 
is ioynedthe holie catholique church: as allo in the 
table of the ten commaundements, next to thoſe 
which wholic concerne the worſhip of God: in the 
firſt — 3 placed _ 
tmmy father and thy mother, and that with a bleſſing: 
N — ſo mindeth to be er of, hee 2 
not onelie honor his naturall father and mother, but 
he muſt vnderſtand truelie, that as the ſpiritual part 
ſoule of man is before the fleſh: fo fitſt and prin- 
cipallie wee muſt honot our heauenlie father which 
hath begotten vs ofthe true ſpiritual immortal ſeed, 
herby as faith S. Pau, the faithful daily crieabba fa- 
ther, & next to this our ſpiritual father, aboue all 
. ſleſhlie parentes, vr muſt honour our ſpirituall mo- 
1 ther, the holy catholique church, whoſe children we 
B are before we haue our perfect beeing in the fleſh, 
dend. according to the ſaying of Eumiſtus in his decrees. 
Scimms Chriftum «ſe caput, cuius not membra ſumus, ipſe 
whoſe members weare:forheisthe huſband and the 
church is his ſpowle, & we the childrei a 
1 ö = N a IG 
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| Therefore belore wee looke at our naturall pa- 
rents, we muſt moſt chri ſtianly apply our ſelues vn- 
to the honour and reuerence of our ſpirituall father 
and our ſpirituall mother. Nay we muſt forſake both 
oods and landes, honour and dignitie, frendes, kin- 
d, brethren, yea our naturall father and mother, 
and cleaue vnto our ſpirituall mother the holie | 
Church, according to that moſt chriſtian aunſwere 
of that learned Tritemius to his naturall mother. To 
who after ſhe had ſignified by diuers louing letters 5 Tritemius 
that ſhe moſt earneſtly deſited to ſee him face to 
face, hee returned this aunſwere : Non licet mili deiu- 
Ceps parentum ſolatio delectari Omnia pro Chriſti amore 
contempſi: & cœpi iam efſe vt Melehiſedech, fine patre, ſine 
matre, ſine genealogia : Solum Deum patrem agnoſeo © & 
matrem nou babeo niſi Eccleſiam : It is not conuenient 
that I ſhould hereafter take comfort in anie naturall 
parentes: I loath all other thinges in regarde of the 
oue of Chriſt: and nowe I am become like vnto 
Miele biſedecb, without father, without mother, with- 
out kindred: Ihaue no father but God, neither anie 
mother beſides the holy Church. In theſe words he 
ſignifieth thus much: that who hath created vs firſt 
and loued vs moſt, wee ought to ſeeke him firſt, and 
moſt to loue him, and therfore ſith our heavenly fa- 
ther is a liuing ſpirit, and our mother trulie ſpiritual, 
ſith there is no loue comparable to his, which lea- 
uing all creatures in heauen & in earth, gaue his life . gbius 
for vs; or to hers, which though ſhe were ten times 
perſecuted,euen vnto death for our ſake, yet ſhe lo- 
uingly embraced vs; In louing our ſpiritual parents 
before all other things, let er ike for 2 
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tenance of the ſame. 


5+ Euerard Dig bie. | 
Let vs willingly reie ct the ſenſuall entiſements of 

the eſh;diſarming our ſelues of riches, goods, lands 

honour, office, authoritie, yea our owne father and 


mother, according to the fleſh, that wee maye ſerue 


2 ſpitituall father and mother in the wirie of the 
Irie. en nene * 91 
ern is a eleare glaſſe, in which a chriſtian maye 
beholde the degrees, by which wee muſt paſſetho- 
row this vale of miſerie, vnto the kingdome ofhea- 
uen, and the rule is like vnto it, for the firſt tule or 
direction of a chriſtian ſoule vnto heauen, is, aboue 
all thinges to meditate with himſelfe whether he be 
in the true way of eternall life or no. And there with 
to conſider with himſelfe, what he hath done, what 
hee hath not doone, and what hee ought to doe: 
which who ſo wiſelie weigheth, hee ſhall finde it 
true, that before all care and prouiſion of our ſinfull 
bodies, we ought moſt painefully to prouide for the 
health of our ſoules, knowing aſſuredly that we muſt 
paſſe this earthly pilgrimage , with ſuche religious 
care of our ſpirituall father and mother, that 9 
with wee mult re ſtraine our affections, from the 
woonted wiſhes of the worlde, and weane them ſo 
from fleſhlie corruptions, with the true diſcipline 
ofour ſpiritual nurſe, that neyther riches, nor goods, 
nor dominion, nor power, nor freinds, nor enemies, 
nor life, nor death, can once ſeparate vs from the 
true worſhip of his holie name, and the daily main- 

This is the way eaſie to bee found out of all thoſe 
which heede the ſame. The ground is euen, the 
path is plaine, the degrees not many, the E 

* | | calle: 


His Diſtuaſiue. 35 | 


eaſie. O that the foote could bee content to follow 
the direction of the eye, chat the handmayd would 
be obedient to her miſtriſſe, or that the fleſh would 
but ceaſe a little to reſiſt the good motions of the 
ſpirite. 

If wee could but a little, yea Iſaye but a little ſe- 
queſter our ſelues fromthis worldly ſecuritie, which 
with her manifold charming pleaſures, hath lulled 
vs ſo long in the cradle of the fleſh, that wee are al- 
moſt all fallen into a daungerous deade ſleepe. If we 
could but once beholde the Lorde as hee is, in him- 
ſelte, truth and equitie : or but once thinke of him 
aright, of his woonderfull maieſtie, ſupported with 


eternall ſanctimonie, holines, and righteouſneſſe: Cor , 


If the Lorde of his great mercie would but once o- 
pen our eyes, andlet vs ſee this heauenly obiect, we 
ſhould be ſo farre from offending his maieſtie, and 
decaying his church, that for euer after wee would 
loath this earthly dungeon of our bodie, ful ofdead- 
ly deſtructions and pleaſaunt miſeries, wee ſhoulde 
then more truely know God and Ieſu Chriſt, whom 
hee hath ſent: wee ſhould bee able to diſcerne the 
honourable, the bleſſed, the ſingular prerogatiue, 
which hee hath giuen to his ſpowſe. And ther with 
wee ſhould ſtriue to yeelde her the firſt fruits of our 
beſt and greateſt endeuours, wee ſhoulde looke a- 
bout vs; aud ſee more clearly how farre the heathen 
haue gone before vs in their kinde, concerning reli- 
gion: how farre we are fallen in theſe daies from the 
rules of nature and true philoſophy, from the exam- 
ples of the holy fathers, the olde patriarkes, the true 
prophets, the bleſſed apoſtles, the chriſtiã emperors 
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the reuerend Biſhops, whileſt we embrace this pre. 


ſent worlde, and make deſolate his holie Church, 


with the miniſterie thereof. Let vs knowe that wee 
are heere placed in aſtrife of obtaining double plea- 
ſure, and double paine, the pleaſure he ſenſe wor- 
keth ſinne, and ſinne is the parent of death, but the 
minde flieth higher vnto the heauenly hilles, euen 
to the top of that high Olimnpur, from whence com- 
meth-ourhealth. : 

Theſe two contrary deſires bee the cauſe of mans 
diſquietnes in this lite, ſhewing plainly that the fleſh 
euermore ſtriueth againſt the ſpirite with ſuch per- 
fect diſcord, that whatſoeuer maintaineth the one, 
deſtroieth the other: that which delighteth the one 
diſpleaſeth the other: that which exalteth the one, 
depreſſeth the other. So that though the ſpirite bee 


willing, yet the fleſh is verie weake, and vnable to 


walke this ſtraite and narrow way of eternal liſe, yea 
ſo weake;that Saint Paule in the middeſt of this bat. 
tell crieth out: that which I would doe, that I doe 
not, and that which Iwould not, that I do. O wretch 


that I am, who ſhall deliuer me from this bodie of 


ſinne, euen the grace and mercie of God , thorowe 
. 

Let vs therefore caſt of this coate of ſinne, with 
the workes of darkenes, and put vpon vs the armour 
of light now in this moſt daungerous day, wherein 
charitie is waxen ſo colde, and iniquitie 15 hoat, that 
we ſcarſe count it any ſinne, to tałe away the main - 
tenance of the Church of Iefu Chriſt. The naturall 
Philoſopher teacheth trulie, that euerie compound 
bodie conſiſtetk oftwo parts, of matter, and forme: 
affirming 
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affirming that the forme is the more excellent part 
of nature. The Logitian conſidering with Plate, 
that matter is a note of corruption, affirmeth that 
the forme is worthic to rule. The morall Philo- 
ſopher writeth thus: Auimal autem primum conflat 
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on aninee & corpore, quorum illud quidem imperat natu- ig 


ra, hoc quidem paret : animus imperat corpori, herili im- 
perio, mens antem appetitui cinili e regio: a man conſi- 
ſteth cheeſelie of minde of bodie: the minde by 
nature dooth rule, the bodie by nature dooth o- 
baie, concluding thus: Imperet ſapiem, let the ſtrong 
in bodie take paines, but let learned wiſedome rule. 
In Ægipt the beſt Aſtrologers were had in grea- 
teſt honour, and as it appeareth by Hermes (the 
firſt lawe giuer of the &giprians ) ſuch were com- 
monly choſen Kinges. 1 

So likewiſe with the Chaldeams, with the Aſcirt- 
anes,with the Remanes, and Indianet, the heauenlic 
vertues and giftes of the minde were in higheſt 


honour : ſo that as ( Plato writeth ) they counted Plats. 


that common wealth happie , in which either 
Kinges were Philoſophers , or Philoſophers raig- 
ned, Herein we learne that even by the mere motis | 
And inſtincte of nature, the veric heathen hono- 

ted wiſedome and vertue in what-perſon ſoeuer, 
aboue all the giftes of the body, naie they ſo highly 
eſteemed ofknowledg and vertue, that they not on- 


lie gaue them the higheſt honor. and dominion whi- 
Teſt they liued, but after their death, che built tem- 


ples vnto them, and celebrated their memorie aſter 
their heatheniſh ſuperſtition perpetually. Their do- 

inges ſhewedl plainely that they had ſome bien 
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Rome, 13. 


Suerard Dig bie 


ſparke in them by nature of the fire , which ought 
not onelie to be kindled in the hartes and mindes of 
all true chriſtians, but alſo it ougbt to flame ſorth & 
giue liglit in their liues & conuerſations much like 
à candle, which ſtandeth on highe, giueth light to 
the whole houſe. This candle ſheweth vs plainelie, 
that man by nature ( following the better part of his 


conſtitution) is appointed to worſhip God, and ed 


emploĩe himſelfe, his goods, his giftes, and all his 
power, for the maintaining of the true worſhip of 
God, in his holy temple aboue all other thinges in 
heauen & in earth. Neither let any manthinke, that 
this is the dutie of the clergie onely, whoſe office is 
in the firſt place of holie function, to be miniſters of 
his diuine worſhip: or that it belongeth onelie to 
the poore fatherleſſe inferior people (although of 
ſuch commonly the kingdome of God dooth moſt 
conſiſt, as it is written: not many mightie, not ma- 
nie rich; not many of the moſt accounted of in this 


world, ſnall enter into the kingdome of heauen) but 


Corint, r. 


vnto the worſhipfull, the honorable, the Duke ; the 


Prince, the King, the Emperour, who though he bee 
accounted the greateſt among chriſtians , yet hee 


that is leaſt inthe kingdome of God, is greater then 


he. Sith this little ſparke of heathen fire , hathligh- 


mouth, ſhold be like the heathen people in our life. 


tened the candle euen of chriſtian princes, let not 
our harts be ſo ouer grown with the choking weeds 
of this mortalitie. Neither let the God of this world 
either ſo blinde our eyes, or dimme our ſight, that 
wee profeſſing the name of Chriſtians, with our 


Herein let vs learne to diſtinguiſh the cleerc light | 
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of this world. Neither thoſe which onely bende 


themſelues to the fleſnlie courſe of this worlde, to 
aqttaine highe ſtile, dominion and rule: the fat of the 
ſield, or riches of the Citty, are the trueſt chriſtians, 


For what is a chriſtian?or what difference doe wee 


make betwixte the worthie dignitie of chriſtian 
' princes, and the tirannicall empire of the heathen? 


Theyr ſtrength is the curſed confidence of fleſhand 
bloud. Though an horſe be but a vaine thing to ſaue 
a man, though all fleſhe is graſſe, and the glorie 
thercof is as the flower of the fielde, which flori- 
ſhech to day and to morrow is caſt into the furnace, 


his Diſſuaſine. 3 


of a chriſtian candle, from the ſmoking ſuuffe of the 
heathen. Hee which is the king of kinges, and onely 
ruler ouer all, hee ſaid plainlie, my kingdome is not 


pfalgr. 4 


| ) though euerie man liuing, and all the liuiug of man, gay go, 
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+ will plante his foote in the ſea, and his 
higheſt hils, he will diſplaie his banner before the 


is but meere vanitie, yea lighter then vanirie it ſelfe: 
et the heathen and worldly man will diſquiet 


mie in the 


imſelfe in vaine, hee will make fleſhe his arme 


and the compaſſe of the earth his dene 


clow des, and compare his glory to the golden treſ- 
ſed ſunne. The ſwelling of ſinfull fleſſe is aboue 


meaſure and deſire of rule ſeeth not God. Chri- 


ſtian kinges they ſet the glorie of God before theyr 


eyes, and not their owne glorie, they firſt of all ac- 
knowledge their ſpirituall father, and their ſpirituall 


mother, before their naturall parentes, according 
a 


to that ſence and ſentence of Hermes : Dinina offict 


b pPræcedere, humana ſequi debont, we muſt firſt ſecke hea- 
uenly things. & thẽ thoſe which cõcerne this world 
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Euerard Digbie 


But the Kings andrulers of the heathen, they are - 
A terra, the ſonnes of the eartff. Their deſire, their liſe 
their looue their greateſt glory and rule, is in the 
earth alone, and came from tlie earth, they knowe 
not their heauenly father, and therefore oſte times 
they ſpoile their ſpirituall mother. Such as they be, 


ſuch is their rule, not for the glory of God, or the 


fafcrie of his church, for they defie her, they pro- 
phane her, they pill and poll her, but they rule for 
heir one glory, their one peace and ſafetie, ac- 
cording to their owne humour, as it is plainely deſ- 
cribed by the mouth of Daniell ſpeaking vnto Bal. 
thaſar in tlis manner. O King, the moſt high God 
hath beſtowed dominion ee ee rere 1 
great honor, vpon Nabuchodonozar thy father, and in 
regard of that highnes , which God gaue him, al! 
le,kindreds', Kinges and nations,trembled be- 

re him and feared him greatly. Whom he would, 
he killed, whom he would he did ſtrike, whome hee 


would he aduaunced, and whom he would hethrew 


Tuke. 22. 


down, This is the tyrannical rule of the Kings ofthe 


nations, concerning which our ſauiour Chriſt hath 
Aid principes gentium dominantur eis, “t.; | 
This is the waie of fleſh and bloud, intothe which 


that younger ſonne; euen the carnall man, is alrea- 


die entered, but to rhe elder children begotten inthe 
ſpirite,borne of our true ſpirituall * and nur- 
ſed in the ſchoole of Chriſtianitie, and by her in- 
ſtructed out of the booke of liſe, in the fayth, feare, 
and looue of God, our ſpirituall father hath ſayd: 
Vos autem non fie, T he Kinges of the heathen and ru- 
lers of the earth, they are called good maiſter, e. 1 
3 5 * 800 4 by 


good ꝑratious lord, moſt highe, moſt renowmed 
moſt mighty, moſt glorious,moſt excellent maieſty, 
without exception ofheauen and eartn. 
They thinke themſelues to be Gods, makingthe 
ende of cheir power and rule, to bee the extolling of 
their one honour and dignitie. They regard not 
juſtice, that they ſhould doe no iniurie: nor the 
poore, that they might bee called mercifull : not 
their brethren , that they might ſeeme naturall:not 
their inferiours, that they miglit appeare humble: 
nor the goods, the landes, the peace, the priuiledge, 
the honour, the glorie of God, or man, that there 
might appeare ſome ſparke of Godly lite in them. 
But without regard of God, of pietie or pittie, they 
{ay to this man, caſt thy ſelfe headlong ſrom yon- 
der rocke before my face : breake Fis legges: 
zeade of that braue knight: let that Lord be pul- 
led in peeces with wilde horſes: caſt that Earle in- 
to the dungeon with the Lions:deſtroic that nati- 


on; burne thoſe temples, ſley man, woman, and Dans: 


childe: onelie preſerue my kingdome, my crowne; 
my maieſty, and let your praiers be made onely vnto 
me. But chriſtiã Princes muſt not do ſo. Though the 
Lord, hath giuen the higheſt honor to the King, and 
put the ſcepter into his hand, in which reſpe& they 
are ſaid to be gods, ſitring in the place of God, pro- 


nouncing the ſentence in his name and perſon, yet 


let thẽ know that they muſt die like men: that theyr 
bodies are made of a lothſome matter, that they are 


but wormes meate, dul & aſhes, earth, earth, earth, 
moſt vile and corruptible earth, as all other men be. 
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though their deſcent bee princely, oſte times from 
the houſe of many mighty Kings and Emperours, 
though the knee of fleſh and bloud; doe bawe and 
1 their preſence, though their honour bee 
great in the eyes of the people, their ſcepter migh | 
tie, their crown gorgious: yet one clod of earth muſt 
couer their heades in the 8 their glorie 
ſhall be ſhut vp in a fewe lines: according to the 
ſaying of ſaint Auguſtine in his booke De vera inno- 
centia.: Qui ſplendes in mundo, cc. Thou which ſhi- 


neſt in the world aboue the reſt, thou accounteſt 


of thy nobilitie, of thine aunceſtors, thou reioy- 
ceſt in thy large dominions, in thy parentage, in 
the great honour and homage, which all men doe 
vnto thee: knowe thy ſelfe that thou art cart, 


and thou ſhalt bee conſumed into earth againe- 
looke vppe but a little, and beholde thoſe which 


were placed in the ſame throne of maieſtie, be- 
fore thy time. What is become of thoſe excellent 
Oratours, thoſe mightie princes, thoſe puiſſant 
conquerous, thoſe renowmed Emperours? 
Looke vnto the graue, whether thou art paſ- 
ſing, beholde and ſee, are they not all nowe rot- 
ten duſt? are they not like a ſparke of fire, Which 


is vaniſhed? is not all there glorie and fame con- 


tained in a fewe lines written of them by ſome 


poore contemned ſcholler? ſhall not the greateſt 


Prince in this world, riſe vp naked at the daie of 
iudgement all amazed, trembling and quakivg 2 
Nate not his bodice onelic but his heart and his 
minde ,his-ſoule and his conſcience, ſhalbe lai- 
ed open before tbe Lord, his Angels, his ſaints, 


bearing 


His Diſnaſine, cz 


beating his fellowe ſeruantes, ruling for his one 
gaine and not for the benefitre of his Church, 
all not the remembraunce of his honour bee a 
ſtinging ſerpent to him in his conſcience, and his 
Princely dominion a moſt deadly coraſiue to his 
heart? Therefore be wiſe ye kings and princes ofthe 
worlde, and yee which iudge the earth, hearken to 
the wordes of vnderſtanding. Knowe yee that the 
wiſedome of this world, is not as is the wiſedome 
of God. Many men in their wiſedome, forecaſt hy 
all me ines poſſible, to come into poſſeſſion of 11- 
ches, honour, autlioritie, power and maieſtie, which 
vhen they haue attained, let them but looke back 
a little, and conſider, with what wicked, ſinnefull 
greeuous paines, they were gotten, with what 
care and daunger they are poſſeſſed: with What 
greefe they are loſte: let them enter into they 
owne heartes, and beholde what ahell of corrup- 
tions, and what an armie of tempting ſerperites 
accompanie the minde that is ſet vppon riches: 
let them marke howe manie wiſe men of this 


ofwealthie authoritie: and yer after they 

have: well practiſed, and wiſelie waied manic 
yeeres , which waie they might come to enioye 
the height of their deſire, (whichis to rule whileſt 
they liue hecre on earth, and to leaue the like t 
their poſteritie ) it hath pleaſed the Lorde in one 
hower , to cutte of the ſequell , and iſſue of all 
theyr hope. Either then.>lues togeather wich their 
poſteritie are cutte off, or elſe the Lorde dooth 
take awaye that theyr ioye before theyr face, or 
alter all ſendeth a worſe miſcheefe to . 
en 
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— haue come vp of nothing, to great aboun- Pan 24. 
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Matherec 


Prouer, zr. 


2 ae Dighie 


Hoe ane penne Can write,anie tongue can tell „or 
anie heart can vnderſtand. Which though we 1 
not ſound to the bottome, yet let vs learne by the 
ſhadowe, to geſſe the pourtraiture of the body : by 
the effe., ,to ſearch he cauſe , by the concluſion 
to knowe the trueth of chat axiome: Wuo ſo euer 
maketh his God of any thing here on earth, it ſhall 
neuer proſper with him. And who ſo maketh his 
quiet heauen here : e ſhall neuer poſſeſſe the eter- 
nall heauen in the world to come. Who ſo preſu- 
meth of his ene wiſedome, before the iuſtice of 
God, or on his might that he may treade done, 
be poore, hee ſhall not bee able to ſtand vpright in 
the tie of his daunger, and to his vtter confuſi-· 
on he ſhall heare that voice at length. Nen eff /apien- 
tie i4 , non off prudentia ;non eft confiluum aduerſut doni- 

aum: there is nowiſedome,therei is no pollicy, there 
is no counſell againſt the Lord. 

If wee will not hearken to the poore contem- 
ned miniſters of leſu Chtiſt which fore warne vs 
ns, of that great daunger of our ſoule ,which 

aſhlieadgenture by more eſteeming of man 
en of God of the ſeruice of man then of the 
ſeruice of God, of the commaunde ment of man, 
then of the commaundement of God , of the 
houſe of man, then of the Church of God, .of 
the ſeruaunt of man „then af the miniſter of 
3 the ſtones in the wall ſhall crie out aloud, 
and ou owneconſtience-ſhall tell vs plainiy, that 


e of our bodie, wee haue vtterly loſt te fal 


Nr of our owne ſoules, O chat our eyes were ifo_ 
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the honour, the maintenaunce, the iſ- 
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cleane waſhed with the water oſ lift, that wee mi 


wiſedome. whichisfollic in ihe cyes of flaſſi: Mee 


high God of heauen & earth, for our ſale was ma 
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but once ſtedfaſtly behold the bright beautie of the 
radiant ſonne of Godʒ no doubt we would leaue this 
great politike wiledome of this world ( vherin euery 


would hurnbie Gurſchbes beforetbe:Lotde md „ 
the ſonne leaſt he be angry. We would not count of 
that ſweetnes which is taſted with toong, nor oſ the 
fading beautie, which ſhineth in the face of ſinneful 
fleſh: we would caft our worldly honour in the duſt, 
and put our ſcepter vnder the foote · ſtoole of Ieſu 
Chriſtz We would not ſo much ſeeke the honour of 
earthly kingdoms, nor triumph ſo oſten in the fleſh, 
but we would firſt aboue all other thinges,reade the ,_ 
will ofour God, and meditate in the ſame both daye + 
& nightzwee would ſeeke to differ from the heathen 
in extolling our ſcepters, aſter the manner of fleſh & 
bloud: we would leaue the delight, & careful ſeeking 
of the worlde, which is the firſt entraunce vnto 
Chriſt. 5 | 

We would knock at the doore of his mercieby a 
true faith, and enter further by perfect obedience. 
Wi'oe would drawe neere to the father, and kiſſe the 
ſonne moſt louingly, becauſe he loued vs firſt ſo en- 
tirely, that when wee were his enemies, and beeing a Per. 


moſt vile and ſinnefull creature, he leſt thouſands of 


bright ſnining holie angels, his — iſters, the Heb.z. 
ſpheares ofheauen, the ſtars of the nent, with 

all the reſt of his beautiful creatures, comming down 

in great humilitie, & was made man. He beeing th 


man, 


. 


man qs ſuffered hunger and iirſt, reprochies, and 
reuilings, agonies and paines, he ſighed in his heart, 


hee groned in the ſpirite, and that which is able to 
make any chriſtian hart to melt, when it is harde, he 
ſufferedthat cruell ſouldier to pierce his tender ſide 
with'a ſpeare, wherewith came out both bloud and 
water euen his moſt pretious heart bloud, the eter- 
nall foode of our ſoules . O what mercie is this, and 
who is able to comprehend it ? ſhall I paſſe it with 
ſilence d or ſhal my pen preſume to touch the ſame: 
ſhall my heart ſtande amazed at this wonder, and my 
mouth keep ſilẽce? When I behold the heauens, the 
angels, the height of theſe creatures aboue mi. And 
cõſider the depth of his mercie towards man: ſhal 
not beginne with the Prophet: O what is man that 
8. Bamard thou art ſo mindfull of him? or the ſon of man that 
chou viſiteſt him > And proceed with the voice of 
good Saint Barnard :- O hone Ieſu. Qwid tibs & me · 
rito 2 nos debuimus, & tu ſolu : not peccaumus, & tu lus 
1 opus ſme exemplo, pratia fine merita Charitas fine mo- 
do. O ſweet Ieſu howe belongeth this rothee, or thy 
deſert? we are indebted, and thou paiĩeſt it: we haue 
ſinned and thou art puniſhed: a worłke aboue all co- 
pariſon, mercie without all merite: charitie aboue 
all meaſure: O my ſoule open thine inward ſpirites, 
and let my toong found foorth his praiſe. O praiſe 
the Lord in his holines, praiſe him in the bountie of 
-./.': His great mercie, and all that is within me praiſe his 
: his — O ye pririces open your gates, and 
let the king of glorie enter in. O bowe downe your 
ptincely eyes, and beholde this great humilitie of 
the firſt and the laſt, the king of kings, the 2 
EM — 2 ords, 


MM Diſtuaſme:) 67 
Lords: tlie high ſoucteignekingofheinen8ceaxth, = 
Take — yee rulers of the earth, that ye goe 

not farre from this fountaine of life leaſt yee thirſt 
and ſo periſhbythe way. O come neere and taſte 
hoe ſweete the Lorde our maker is; aud lettb not 
che comfortable voice of his louitig ſpomſe (whom 

hee hath made ouerſeer of hiswill)oncedepartour 
of your eares, Take heede nom your father is gone, 
that you diiquictnot your louing mother... 
Doe not your ſelues that mortall diſgrace, or the 
Lorde of light that vakindnes, that you ſhould for- 
per his bloodie ſtripes wherewith yee: were hea- 

d, or his wounds which gaue youlife, or his ex- 
eeeding loue which paſſeth all vaderſtanding; but 
rr for loue tothe vttermoſt of your power. 
Sith hee hath loued us firſt let vs loue him firſt 
of all. Sith hee refuſed all creatures in heauen and in 
earth that hee might ſhe w mercie vpon vs let xs re- 
faſe all other thinges; and loue him alone not in 
word onely, nor in ſhewe,, but in heart, in worde, 
in our outward life and conuerſation. Can wee taſte 
ofthe cleate fountaine, and not kneele done? or 
drinke of the liquor, and not touchthe cuppe with 
our lippes? can we taſte ofthe ſweete drops of his 
moſt pretious bloud, and not kiſſe the ſonne ofout 
ſaluation, the ſpring of eternall life, che glory of hea. 
uvenandearth > 13; la l urn 
Then leauing heathniſn glory, & the rule of fleſh & 
bloud, chriſtiã prices muſt come to the fountain ef 
trucchriſtianicy,whichis clear & bright, d ſheweth 1, 
plainly, tlrat they muſt fall dow ne before the throne 
ald 2 oug 


* 
= 


ee 


ee bebe 7 
their oune kingdome, or for the aduauncement of 1 1 
their owne honour , or for the fafetic oftheir owne | 


lift :bim eſpeciallie and aboue allthinges, the wuſt 
9 — ee —_— 


i — ies of leſu Chriſt. - 

Thus praceeding in the wie ol life, letthem not 
barely im that Cod isabous alltherulert in 
the world ʒ D t he is carefullie and dutifullie to 
— ————— the howre of his di- 


uine ſeruice is not to bee appointed at our will ; but 


at his vil and hen it ſhall bet thought moſt ner, 
byrtchem vhich ate truelie religions: 
. [ Hercia wee ouglhreo be ſarclohnelic benecoſerue 
the Lord our God witli all our heart, our mind and 
oũr ſoule: ſo ttuelie and fo hartilie Anbemduſfe 
dours no triumph. vo eaſure or workdlie affaires ; 
3:{hould: altet the hower-of common 
ptaier, which wee haue ance giuen tothe Lords ſer» 
nice: vmo the which if wet cannot teſort ſometime, 


at the appointed howre, which we haue once 
ted vnto the Lord, yet let the reſt — 

hblie abdreuerent before he Lörmtatuiüs people, 
that our Chriftianabſe cemayſheꝶ moſt plainlie; | 
 thereisvrgentoccalion why weecannot:come. 11 
chey countitamotcholie,amoreneceffarie,amorc | 
„ eee eee 1 
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lechemſelues on their knees before him in his ho- 
be temple then to feede their eies with worldly plea- 
ſures (which in time and ſeaſon are good and com- 


3 
1 p 95 

bh A; 1 
3 
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12 
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menduable) if the count more of diuine ſeruice, than 
of humane, of the eternall ioy of heauen, than of 
dis perfect miſerie; ofthe euerlaſting kingdome, 
+; rhanofthis earthlie tabernacle: they will not onelie 
leaue all theſe, and come to the temple of the Lord, 

tdhkere falling downe before their good Lord and ma- 
ler, their maler, and redeemer, their redeemer, and 


preſent helper, their helper and comforter in al woe, 
nud diſtreſſe: but in fact, in truth, in good earneſt, af. —— 
ter the yeelding themſclues , their ſoules and bodies 
a holie and acceptable ſacrifice before God {which 
is their reaſonable ſeruice don to him) they wil open 
the bowels of their compaſſion vnto their holie mo. 
ther the church and their poore bretheren, they wil 
Vuiſelie beſtowe their beſt landes, goods, honors, pri- 
. es, counſels, courtes, auctorities, euen the 
moſt perfect meditatiõ of their vaderſtandinghatts, 
vv pon the ſpouſęof Ieſu Chriſt. 
D yee mightie men, whoſe throne is exalted in 
3 the middeſt of fleſhand bloud, do you doubt of this? 
Haue you not heard of olde how the gentils ruled, 
which knew not God? or what our Sauiour Chriſt 
ſaid concerning them? and what was it? you ſhall 
not do ſo, and how then? The Apoſtlewriteth that 
[ 5 which the rophet laid: Credidi, & propterea loquutui Plalm. ng. 
uml 9 this truth, and therefore I haue Sorin. 
I vxritten: neither is it bare beliefe, fith plaine truth 
huoldeth the ſterne · whileſt my litle pen paſſeth ouer 
che high ſurges of this worldlie ſeat and chat thoſe 
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worldlie mindes thus toſſed and tumbled with the 
vncertaine flawes of worldie tempeſts, might finde 
the true calme diſcried by the rule and compaſſe of 
Chriſtian doctrine: let them but loołe vp a litle, di- 
recting their eics vnto the climat, where the ſonne 
ſhineth cleare and bright, and they ſhal ſee the land 
— hauen of quietneſſe where they would faineſt 


Palm 206. And where is that? or what ſure direction haut 


wee to the ſame ? whileſt wee ſaile in theſe tempe- 
ſtuous and troubleſome ſeas of vncertaintie, con · 
ſidering that the bottom is ſo britle, that wee can 
haue no ancre holde, the ſeas ſo wide that wee are 
farre from kenning of anic coaſt, the winde ſo vn- 


certaine, that wee knowe not whither wee are dri - 
uen: let vs ſurelie belecue that which our parents 


told vs at our entring into this fleeting veſfell, that 
there bee manie gone before vs, euen the ſame way; 
chrough the ſame ſeas, to the ſame hauen that 


And ifyou will looe vp with mee a litle, I aſ- 

ſureyou I haue deſcried one, which though it bee 
farre off, and ſcarcelie within kemũng, yet by the 
view the pilot thereof ſeemeth cunning, the courſe 
direct, the ſhippe faire and good, taking the verie 
waie of our direction: and now lying at ancre before 
the mouth of the hauen, which wee ſo long haue 


wiſhedꝰ And where is that? Ihe examples which 
minde to propound vnto you is, theſe three wiſe 


men 1 bun e 
The firſt fruites of the Gentils, which by the 
appeating of aſtame wele directed vnto Chriſt, ce 


m 


X 
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ſth intheſedaies the ſtile of learning, andthelear- Mich. 


+ nedis lowe, yeaſolow, that iclyethwrittenin the 
duſt; troden downe with the feet of ignorant men, 
T 8&thekingdomevf this world is the golden mirror 
on which moſt mens eies, are continually fixed with 
deſire and adiniration 
L? et no man doubt, but theſe learned men were 
allo kinges, according as it is written inſundrielear- 
ned fathers : Didi ſunt etiam reges, quia «lo tempore, 


Vira. 


philoſophi ſapientes regnabant 3 they were alſo called 


| kinges, becauſe in thoſe daies wiſe philoſophers 
| reigned. 
| + Then theſe beeing the firſt fruites of the gen- 
tils „ and the firſt Chriſtian kinges that euer were. 
All thoſe which minde to come to leſu Chriſt 
to bee waſhed with his bloud, to bee ſaued by his 


perfect merit and great mercie, let them fixe theit 


ceies on thele firſt chriſtian kings, let them learne tru- 
lie, & marke diligẽtly hat they did. They leſt their 


owne naturall countrie, with all thinges therein, 


following the ſtarre which led them to Ieſu Chriſt. 


hey came tothe Inne where the childe was pore- 
lie layed in a Maunger : there heart was ſtil fix- 
ed with the light which did ſhine to them from 


Heauen: though they were mightie Kinges, yet 


they regarded not the baſeneſſe of the houſe, nor 
the vnſeemlineſſe of the ſtable, where this holie 

Childe was: but acknowledging great maie- 
ſtie „to lye here couexed in low humilitie, they 


b ö caſt downe the gloric of their kingdomes at his 
feete, they opened their golden veſſels, and 
offered to him, gould, mirre, and trankenſence, the 


faſt 


Luke. 2. 
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chriſtianitie. Wherein wee haue 
epropounded to all chriſtian prin- 
people, in at they followed the light of the 
ewing that the wiſeſt though they bee ex- 
8 as they were, yet ſith this is the 
wiſedome, euen the wiſedome ofthe God 
of heauen andearth(leauing out one natural wiſe- 
dome and denying our ſelues) wee ought to followe 
this cleare light, which ſhineth thorow Chriſt from 
heauẽ. Though they be noble Princes as theſe were, 
£ yet they ought to acknowledge him to bee king of 
* kings, and Lord of Lords, of whom it was forſhew- F 
I ed, that he ſhould walke vpon the lyon and the dra- 
that all nations ſhould doe him ſeruice, that 
His kingdome ſhall haue none enge . And who ſhall 
declare his generation? thoughthe mightie of this 
world bee of high honour and dignitie as they were, 
yet their humble kneeling and — „ſheweth 
that chriſtian Princes are not to rule ouer their ſub- 
iects, like the heathen, for their owne pompe, their 
owne honour, their owne magnificent glorie, for the 
ſaletie of their one liſe, regiment & kingdome: but 
that with the princely maickti of the annointed of 
the Lord, they ſhould leaue the care of their carthly 
kingdom e, and follow the cleare ſtar of Ieſu Chriſt, 
which lightneth the groſſeſt darkenes. They ſhould 
bovwe t heir bodies, and bende their whole ſtrength 
before Ieſu Chriſt and his holie Church. Though 
worldly men, Potentates and Princes, liue in greate 
* of honour, freedome, and all abundance, yet 
knowing that without God, is without all: let them 
jeauethe loue of their owne houſes, the delight and 
W glorie 


|. theirwholeſubſtance, honour, andriches on the 
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Lord leſu, and his louing ſpowſerhe holy Church. 


1 


3 nbc, 
| ſabicQes, the princes ſeate dooth ſtuinke vnder 


when they 


bi Di Vue 


forie of their pallaces 
ee fathers Toa their 
and cimery with the faithful 4 


Remerbring that he created them poorewretches 
were nothing; and that of nothing: (as 
it is ſaide) he hath loued them without their deſert, 
and that with a moſt entire ſurpaſſing loue. Hee fees 
deth them in their mothers wombe, and openeth 
their mouthes, that 2 ſhould breath. Hee preſer- 


N hey 
alone, forifhee * alienate the miindes of the 
him. If hee doe but awhile reſtraine the dewe of 


| heaven, as hee did at the praier of Elias: the pro- 


phet of che Lorde; a both prince and people famiſh 


together. 
Thou gh hee giue ſtore of ſoode. though ir bee 


| gef gas and by the counſell of good phiſiti- 


finely — kinges owne mouth; yet if 
the Lord do not bleſſe it in his mouth, as he chew. 


| ethic, in the throate às it deſcendech \ in the ſto⸗ 


macke as it concocteth, in Me from thence 

, his meate is his or at the leaſt 
ech ficke after the raſtthereof, and lyeth mi- 
ſerably groaning vppon his pillowe': If the Lorde 


door wirk-holdburthelcaſtofisbenefisalinle, 


as it 
hee f; 


Eor.1. 


o 


tom breathing but one minute of an houre, thou 
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of his ſoule, and 


they ſhall receyue from abou 
8 for loue, to their endleſſe com. 
rt 


2 


riping , che tong from taſting, the ouch 


he be the mightieſt king in the world, forthwith hee 
periſheth from the face of the earth. 


'> Thereforelerallkings and princes al people and 
nations, acknowledge the great power ofthe Lord, 


are puffed vp, theirhonours, landes, and goodes. 

et them affect the true honour and maieſtie, the 
2 triumph and perfect pleaſure, which well 
beſecmeth a chriſtian prince, euen the annointed 
Neither are wee carried with the fruitleſſe winde 
ol ſciſme, that we ſhould condemne thoſe pleaſures 
which bee lawſull: knowing that as the Lorde hath 
giuen man a bodie together with his ſoule, ſo it is 


As neceſſarie that he loole for the ſuſtenaunce, the 


defence, the —_— or recreation of his body, as 
at in moſt honourable, pleaſant, 
triumphant manner , if time and place permit. But 


. * 


yet firſt and prineipally wee muſt ſeele to feede our 


4 


the ? tro ent x 
Cos which doe bleſſe the Lorde of heauen, 
and loue him aboue all the A. ayes ofthe earth: 
e blefling for bleſſing, 


foulewiththefoodethar neverperiſheth, and then 


inthe great day of his viſitation, they ſhall flo- 


riſhlike the fruitfull vine, their children ſhall Rande 
like olive braunches round about their table 22 
"74 i 4 cy | 
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euen in the leaſt of his benefites, Let them leaue : 
; off the delight of worldly vanities, wherewith they | 
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| dren, together with the temples and good worte 


| becauſerheir mente ſnall n 
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ter them for euer. They ſhall fee their childrens.chile 


of their oe handes. They ſhall reioyce therein, 
cuet peri ih ftom the 
face of the earth: but eſpecially becauſe this oyle 
which they haue in their lampes, ſnall give a light 
to their eyes: a direction to cheir feet: a comfort 
to their heart and conſcience; in the da of judges. 
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This is the ſentence of holy ſcripture, and tbe 
example is like vnto the ſame. Loobe ouer the pal ge 


; | booke of God: peruſe it diligently , and tell mee, if 


euer you did ſee the righteous forſaken, or his ſeede 
begging their bread. But abvaies thoſe: which firſt 
aboue all worldly affaires, did ſeeke the kingdome 
of God, and the righteouſneſſe thereof, whiche 
lt temples to his holie name, 1 
aiſeand glorie in the ſame, they had all good bleſ- 
gs ported on them. 7 3039 is bang 500, 
Alrabam left his one country. willing to haue 
ſacriſiced his onely ſonne; at the voice ofthe Lord: 
and therefore hee had this aſſufaunce by the voyce 
oſan Aungell from heauen : By my ſelſe haue I Gen.. 
fyorne (ſaith the Lorde) that in th ſeed ſhall all the 
—— ny RRSTIG 1 | 2 
; a le in Iacob, whoſe willing minde 
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wellknqweavatotheLorth concerning hishouſe;, 
in his ſleepe there appeared vnto him a ladder; the 
footewhereof ſtood on the earth; but the top did; 
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reach-vnto rhe heauens, by which the angels cha 
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cenduniideſtend and the Lord on the top 
ofthis ade aid vn him, Iam the 152 the God Þ} 
father Abraham and thy father /ſaac, the land | 
in ich thowrr now will ive thee and to thy | 
and thy ſeed ſhall bee as the duſt of the earth, 

| — ſhalrincreaſefrom the Eaſt to the Weſt, frõ 
the Norch to the South, and in thy feed ſhall all che 
nations of thecarth be blefled , When Tacobawaked 
1 ſaid, of a truth the Lord is in 
this place, & I knew not: and trembling he ſaid fur- 
thet ; how terrible is this place? this is none other 


nan but euen che houſe of God, and the gate of 


Gen. 28. 


FTorthwich riſing in the mornin bee tobe the 
ſtone which lay pre; 9 — 3 all, night, and tea; 
it an en e ported oi nit: making a 
5 ying: it the Lord wt . 1 
the Loref.all be my God, and this ſtone Which! 
haue here ſer mende, ſhalbe called the houſe of 
God. and I will giue n the tenth of all the en- 
creaſe which hee ſhall eee After the ſparks of 
heavenlie fire new kindled in the breaſt ofthe holie 
tifarchirhe fame brabe forth at his mouth, aid 
Jo ſtuctiſſed togetker with his true pietie that after® | 
wardshee was woriderfull rich in ſeruants „goods, 
andcartel, in beeing a ĩoyfull father of manie good- 
Ve:children; tiein As a:good olde age, feeinghis 
chudtens cf og his hand on them & that 
Which paſſeth all. r Abras 
tam did make analkerintheſame place, proceeding 
to offer the bloud of his onelie ſonne voto the 


Lord (hich wass perfectfiguce of Chuit)yerche' | 


. 


'F fourmingindeede, heerearedvp the cornerſtone, 
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latter light did ſhine the clearer, and the Lord did 
ſo multiplie the bleſſings p romiled to Abraluam in 
his ſonnes Iſaac and Iucob, that long before the time G., 2. 
of the reuelation of that holie one,; to him and in f 
him, he vacovered the vale ſo much, that he ſhewed 
his louing regard to his elect here vppon earth, in 
looking downe on Iacob, and leaning on the lad- 
der, in ſending his Angels vp and done to his pa- 
triarch, _ - grace, 1 — when his eies were o- 
en, and he did ſee as it is ſaid : Gratia gratiam peperit. 
Ea brought foorth grace. | 
For to the end that hee and his poſteritie might 
more eaſilie clime this ladder , and for our example 
hee trembled when hee pereeyued that the Lord 
was there, hee gaue the title, and ioyned the re- 
uerence thereunto: ſaying, out of all doubt, this q 
is che houle of God, and the gate of heauen: con- 23 
_ cluding, it ſnall be called the houſe of God. 5 
Which his zealous ſpeech and dooings, con- 
demne the fruiteleſſe zezie of our age, Be when 
bee perceiued that hee was once in the houſe of 
God, with a reuerent ſeare hee trembled. Not 
diſpairing, but beleeuing in heart, hee looked vp: 
conſeſſing with the mouth, hee promiſed and per- 
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on which euen in the fame place, the holie tem - 

ple ofthe Lord, euen in the Temple of Ieruſalem, 
was afterwards built: which though it was refuſed Ad.. 
of the cunning builders, in latter times, yet bee - 
ing once annointed with holy oile, it became the 
dad ſtone of the corner. BETS | 

Il the Lord did fo woonderfullic bleſſe the pa- 


-. 
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rriaichTac  biseruefaith and perfe@ zeale, -that 
of one ſm 'Y one hee raiſed the moſtholie , the 
moſt . ole, the moſt ſumptuous, the moſt 


rich and coſtlie Temple in the whole wotid. Let no 


00d Chriſtian doubt, to lay though it bee but one 
one in the Colledge, the Church, the Tem! 
ple of the Lord, acknowledging with Saint Pa 
that, N. on ef volentis 3.80% eſt currentis ſea miſerens. N 
tis Dei. 512 : 
It is not hee which, willeth, or hee which run- | 
neth, but God which ſheweth mercie. — 7 
leis not wee which do it, but the grace of God 
which; isin vs. 

Which if it once Wh — to ſpring, and ſhew 
it ſelfe in the woorke , Jaie waight enough on it, 
ſor it will tiſe mauger the might of all the world. 

Hee which hath laied the greateſt foundation in 
the loweſtclement, the higheſt glorie in the loweſt 
places: which confoundeth the ſtrength of this 
world with his weaknes , which putteth dow ne the 
mightie from their ſeat, and exalteth the humble & 
meeke : of his abundant mercic hee will magnify. 
the. charitic of the poore Widowe, though it bee 
hut a mite: he will make the building ſtrong though, 
it hee founded on a cuppe of — water. Thoſe 
which loue his ſpouſe , hee will bleſſe their ſecde 


her vpon earth, with plentic of. peace ;andglori- 


alem, acer ir >, 
is ble 8181 ſeldome obſcure or vaſsmeagion, 
geſtthe ſonnes of 60 D: neither doth it ceaſe from 
generation to generation. For if wee looke hacke 


ad this aire; ſparke,,wce ſhall ſe ans ſaie with 
a} the 
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the prophet David, that the fire was ti Nled in J- 

1 cob, and the flame broke forth in cel, not for 

bweelkes or yeares, or hundred yeares ohlie (though 

it was ſuppreſſed in that watriſh Aegipt) but it 
ſmined ſo cleate out of the darke Cloude in the Ed. 

wilderneſſe, that the arke was there built by the 

hande of his great meſſengers Moſer and Auen. 

Neither could the deſartes of Synaie or ſinne, or 

the exceeding: high hilles of all the mountaine 

countrey , reſtraine the courſe thereof, but it paſ- 

{ed ouer the toppes of the higheſt mountaines, & 

it diaided the deepeſt waters of that Countrey, 

paſſiog on drye lande, throw the bottom thereof 

into that promiſed land, the land of Canas 

When the Arke (the true figure of the Tem- 

ple) was by the prouidence ofalmightie GOD, 

thus brought, and placed neere the propper 

home. . 

And Dauid alſo the ſeruaunt of the Lord, taken 

from the ſheepefowlde: , preſerued from the ty- 

ranmie of S, and placed in his kingdome.' 

Nor for our example let vs marke howe this 

holie place, arid godlie King accord together, and | 

what effect there is betwixt them. 3 I 
The Arke hauing bene long before neglected E 

by Sau (which appeared by his ende) David hee 'M 

had a ſpeciall eie and regarde vnto it: before all o- E - 

ther thinges, with great ſtrength, power & glo- "= 
* bringing it from t he houſe of Abinadab neeter 2 Kings. 6. 1 
W 3 

Firſt placing it in the houſe Obædedom, and after - 

wardes, ſeeing the great bleſſinges which Fer 
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Lorde ſhewed to that place where his Arke ſtoode, 
- = hebroughtit home into the Citie of Oauid, placi 
it in the tabernacle which hee had built for it. At- 
terwardes when hee had conquered all his enemies 
round about, and he ſate quietly in his pallace, iice 
followed not the ſwelling humour of fleſh & bloud, 
which ruleth moſt in thoſe that ate the loweſt born, 
and the baſeſt minded, according to that auncient 
ſaying : Aſperius nibil eft humils eum ſurgit an altum : but 
tharwhichis the dutie ofa godly prince, hee called 
: þ 2 — — Nathan vnto him and! ſaide.Do you not 
„ howe I dwell in my ſumptuous houſe of Ce- 
43 * Skins? ſhewing that it was not meete that the houſe 
!' _oftheking, or of anie man, ſhould bee more faire, 
more ſumptuous, more honoutable and maieſticall, 
than the houſe of God. 
And therefore hee purpoſed fully with himſelfe, 
to builde a temple vnto the Lorde, which hee hath 
perfourmed with dutifull endeuour in good time, 
4 tthatthe Pe by the mouth of his holy ar yan 
= ſignified, that his intent was accepted, an 
. therefore the Lorde — bleſſe him — ſides, 
3 promiſing that hee would giue him peace and reſt, 
4 from his enemies, that he would place him quietlie |} 
8 in his owne pallace, and when his yeares were come 
| to an ende, and that hee ſhouldafier the manner of 
5 the godly ſleepe with his fathers, the Lord promiſed 
that hee would raiſe vp a ſonne vnto him, in whome 
he wouldeſtabliſh the kingdome of Daxid for euer, 
and which ſhould builde an holie temple vnto the 
| e- 
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1 Herrevpponthe kinglic Prophet did magniſie the 
Lord in his ſoule, and his ſpirite did ſo hartelie re- 


 loyce in the wonderfull mercies of his creatour, 


that hee lifte vp his voyce before the Lorde, and 
penned manic Godlie himnes , to bee muſicallie 3 
and melodiouſlie ſunge, by the chaunter and ta 1 
quire, betote the Lord. He yeelded his whole heart 3 
* = the Lord, and gaue vnto him the firſt fruites of 
"| © Thereforethe Lord bleſſed him with a vertuous 
ſonne, euen the wiſe Salomon, whoſe workes were 
ly ke vnto the wiſedome of his heart : ſhewinge 3 Kings. 54 
plainelie vnto vs, the worłke and frilite of true and 
perfecte wiſedome , and what is diat / As heewas + 
the wiſeſt man that euer was created ſo he brought 
foorch the beſt and happieſt fruite that euer was: 
building an holie temple vnto the honourand ſer» 
uice of che Lord, and that ſuch a one, as farre ſurs 
paſſed, all the ſuperſtitious temples of the hea» 
then. Hee ſet manie thouſandes of men a worke at 
once, hee prouided the goodlieſt timber that could 
bee ſerne os heard off che faireſt ſquared ſtones chat 
might bee, and of greateſt price. His ſllips eli 
to Thanſi for golde, and hee ſpared not to ſpende 
the is wels of Arubie, on theſamee. 
Nile ere cted therin great pilllers of beaten gold & 
ſiluer, gilding it on euerie ſide, and garniſſung it 
moſt. ggyallis. Hee endowed it with landes and poſ- 
ſefñons molt liberallie. He finiſhed it moſt perfect- 
lie; he frequented the ſame with his deuout prat- 
ers dailie to the glorie of God, the ptoſitte of his 
nation, the publique practiſe of che lulie lame and 
bal h MM ſacrifice 
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facrifice of the Lord. All the daies of his life, hee 
enioyed it moſt happilie, though by infirmitie hee 
fell, yet y Lord remembring his mercie, let him de- 
part in peace, ſo that hee ſlept with bis fathers, and 
was buried in the cittie of Dauid: and Roloam his ſon 
Diemon, Faignedin his ſteede. 
Paralip.z. © -Likewiſealſo the highe and mightie Monarch 
cu. King ofthe Perſians, though he were an hea- 
then man, yet hee yeelded ſo much vnto the true 
God, that hee releaſed his choſen people out of 
captiuitie, ſaying : the Lord of heauen who hath 
made mee Lord ouer the whole earth , hee hath 
commaunded mee, to builde him an houſe in Je- 
rſalem, Though hee was an heathen, and cheefe 
ruler ouer all the worlde: yet hee diſobayed not 
the heauenlie voyce, ſending Zorobablell the cheete 
of the Iewes, proclaming; that it might bee law- 
full for anie of thoſe, which were in captiuitie, to 
500 home and to helpe vp the buildinge of the 
Houſe of the Lord: bringing out the golden veſ- 
felles , which Nab»chodonozer brought from the 
temple of /rr»ſalem: , and yeelding them all into 
the handles of Zorobabell, and the reſt whome hee 
ſent vnto Jeruſalem to builde vp the waſted tem- 
3 ple, giuing them gen freedome, authoritie and 
J ſtore of golde, of filuer , of worke men, and all 
* Kinde of . what ſo euer. MERE 
A Aſter this his religious bountie towardes the 
temple of the Lorde, hee had great battailes a- 
gainſt the Kinge of Babilon, and manie other 
mightie Princes: againſt whome the Lorde gaue 
him ſo great and ſo good ſucceſſe, that _—_ 


ficent famous Cittie, which manic other moſt Cirus: 


cCiallie if they perſeuer in theyr good deuotion vn- 8 


ſpirite, they incline themſelues to fulfill the deſire "=o Y 


famous death of Gru, who with his exceeding 


and fo perfectlye iuſt on the other, that o 
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had ouercome the rich and ſtrong king Creſur 
king of Babilon, and that moſt . 


puiſſant Princes, hee alone was cheefe ruler of. 

the Aſcriaus, the Medes, the Perſians : becing the 

firſt erector, of the ſecond Monarch, of the 
worlde; Wherein wee ſee moſt plainelie the great g 1dan 
care and dilligent eye, whichthe Lorde hath vn- 

to his temple, in that hee commaunded Cyrus to 
reediſie it: and the . ſucceſſe which follow- 
eth thoſe, which helpe to builde the ſame: Eſpe· 


to the ende. : 4 
Zut if | after they haue begunne to worke in the = = 


of their fleſhlic eye: Let them knowe though they 
obtaine moſt excellent victoties and high re- 
none in the battaile, though they be placed ouer 
_ kingdomes , and haue obtained the height pac 
of theyr deſire , in what they can wiſhe in this 8 
worlde: yet after all this, ſhall ſucceede the in- 


great armie was ouercome in the feelde. And 1 
good cauſe hie, ſich (as Plaro writeth) hee fin Pl. „ 
ned much in bringing vppe his children wan- ET 
tonlie, commaunding his owne brother to be ſlaine 
very treacherouſlie. | cr 
Leet no man preſume ſo much as to doubte that 
there is a God the rewarder of the iuſt and puniſher 
of the wicked:& that ſo mercifull on the one parts 
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X 2 excee· 
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encecding mercie, hee rowardeth the leaſt good 
deede of vs ſinfull wretches, and puniſheth euerid 
ſinne whatſoeuer, ( nleaſt we doe hartelie repent 
and turne our ſelues truelie vnto his e which 


we commit againft his diuine maieſty. 

Howe commeth it ro paſle; chat we are berome 
Alke horſe and mule, which haue no vndetſtan- 
ding? If the carter doe but wagge! 


e his Ins 
hortes, hieonapacetif the ſhep des 
but barke, the ſheepe — hires —— 
if che lion toate j the beaſtes of the forreſt tremble, 
And yet the Lord calleth dailie and hourelie by 


ſignes from heauen, by fiers in the ayre, byſtrang 


eourſes in the waters „by vnnaturall monſters in 
the earth, by loſſe in the fielde, and by ſearefire 
in the houſe, by ſickneſſe ir che bodie , by the 


denouncing of death to our ſoules: and no man 


trembleth „ no man runneth, no man looketh 


nomal once een it, Ollenceleſſe ſenſu⸗ 


— P 


eee why vous precke laſterh daie 
ard nigſit, and yout diſſeaſes bee vncutable, ſith 


5 you haue ſuck gteat ſtore of honour and wealch, to 
_ © eaſe your minde which poote men wante ? they 


want them both in deede, and fich they ſeldome 
taſte the meate the Lorde of his mercie ſeldome 
offereth them the ſower ſawce; belonging to ſuch 
daintie diſhes, Thetfore let al men leaue theyt wan- 
dering thoughtes of fancie, of chaunce, ill lucke; 
wicked men, euill mindes deceitfull hartes: Non eſt 
walum in ciuitate, quod non fel dominns , th ere is no 
chaunce or fortune in regard of God, neither _—_ £2 
8 


e Dias 


the wickedany: hurte, butwhere the Lor 
ſhall permit, and hee permiiteth not withour de- 
ſerte. There is no deſerte without finne, no ſinne Amos i. 
without puniſhment: no puniſhment withone de- o 
ſerued paine, vnleaſt wee repent, N Ef 
without a as eth! me + It 
wa zn . | 
6 art ltronge, meruaile nor | 
this thou art wounded of the wWrake vhoſe heate 
perhappes i is greater then thine. Thou which ari 
ee fareſt a ee not chat tiou |Avgutt, 
cke; pininge , co / gronings, with 
palſey 10 yheade, the burning in thine heart, 
the Ciatica in 15 hippe ʒ the lone in ile reines; ; 
the oute in the thy toe; thine arme ot thy — 
the burning ague through thy whole bodie..” Tho 
which art mightie wiſe and honourable, merueile 
eee re eee. if rh ſooliſh do- 
breede the ri -diſcrtdire; 
X 22 which haſt honour and ches dominions 
and power, health and Phiſitions, credite and ſucs | 
ceſſe, at thy will, meruaile not though thou w 
children, or hauing one onely child ,which i is all 
thyioys: when hes taken ——— 
Say not to thy ſelſe, O what ilſ fortunes this, thir 
hauin one onely childe in whome I ioyed; hee 
ug uld bee — taken from mee, neither weepe 
Þ nee for thymaturall child... 

O yee ſonnes of the earth werpe 22210 your _ . 
children but weepe for your ſelues, and your owne OT? 
ſinnes againſt God. Knowe yee right well, that 

"on ſo euer maketh his ioye of anic ching, pro- 

3 uideths.. 


E e Dighie 


Gehe ber ane thing, honoureth anie thinge3 
more or in compariſon of the Lord : eyther hee 
ſhall not enioye it, or it ſhall not enioye him. 
This is the Aar, and the au is like vnto- it, 
which is this. 1 
- ©; Theieis no een ſo ener W 

to vs, but it is for our ſinnes, though not the 
thouſande parte which wee deſerue, but as it 
were ener reſpec of the curtingoff of the 
Ag, — 3 eyes from-the vaine 
5 of worldlie follie and —— we ſhall 
fee: moſt. plainelie, chat there is no ſickenefle,no 
bimsleſdeath no loſſe of Parentes or. chil- 
en-; no impriſonmentes : no aduerſitye what 
> cuer,, but it is: ſent of the Lord for our ſinne, 
ad on the contrarie, that the Lorde is ſo full 
of goodneſſe and Joouing mercic , that hee con- 
tinuallie bleſſeth euerie good deede of ours what 
ſo euer, and that by his continuall mercies, ſhnew- 
ed vnto them which loue him, and his holy tem- 
ple, where his name is to bee praiſed to the 
worldes ende. 
Wee may ſee it Plainele amongeſt the hea- 
then , that the Lorde is iuſt in remembring his 
promiſed mercies, to all them which feare him, 
and ſay alſo with that holie Prophet: Verchy there 
is are warde for the iuſte? not for the lewe onelic, or 
the Chriſtian onelie, or for this nation, this degree, . 
this ſorte or kinde of men onelie - but as ſaint Peter 
affirmeth, there is no acception of perſons with 

God: but in euerie nation who ſo euer * 

the 


n 


N n . Tos 
1 34 - 8 5 - 
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his Diſeaaſrue.. | 
cheLorde aright,andworketh righteouſnefſe;he 
accepted in the ſight of God. 285 

- Let all men therefore learne to feare the Lorde 

aright, let them open the fountaine of theyt cha- 

ritable compaſſion towardes theyr brethren; e- 

ſpeciallie towardes his holie temple; At the leaſt 

let not vs be more vnkind vnto the ſpouſe of Chriſt 

then were tae heathen. Looke backe againe,to that 

highe mountaine, from whence wee ate nevlie diſ- 
cended· 500 i. wy rr 8 

Cyrus began to builde the temple of the Lorde, 

and hee proſpered wonderfullie: hee forgatte te 

Lord; and hee came to an euill ende. Darius alſo Darius. 

ſucceeded him, who finiſhed the building of the 
temple, begunne by Cirus, willing his lordes and 
captaines beyonde the floude, that in anie wiſe 

they ſhould not hinder the Iewes in theyr buil- 
ding. But that if they wanted ſtone, or timber, ot 
ſiluer, or golde;calues; goates, kiddes, ſalte, oyle, 

or wine, they ſhould let them haue all thinges at 

theyr will, ſhewing therein his good minde, and 

the cheefeſt vſe of theſe worldlic goods in theſe 


4 


is 


wordes: 

Vt offerant deo rœli oblationes, orentque pro vita re- Efdras,3; 
git & forum ciur. Thatthey maie offer vp oblati- 
ons to the God of heauen, and praie for the life 
of the King and his children. It is verie ſtraunge 
and worthy to be ſet vp as a mirour before the eyes 
of all Chriſtian princes, that theſe heathen Empe- 
rours,ſhould attribute ſo much to the glory of God 
hearing but a far off, & ſeing his mighty maieſty but 
in a cloude. What may be compared to that . * 
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folate; in the tile ny 3 of, Arta ver ver 


written after this manner? Artaxerxes rex regum, & c. 


Amaterstr King of Kinges, &c. Vnto Eſdras the 


mot learned ſeribe of the law of the God of heauen, 
I-hane-decreede that of Hraell in my kingdomes 
and dominions Who ſo will goe with thee vnto 
Jeruſalem, that "rs haue free — goe: and 
what golde or money thou deſireſt in the whole 

— — Sacxific 
e offered in the houſe of your 


lem, take alſo tlie veſſelles which are giuen thee to 


ſetue in the houſe of your God: in ſine v hat ſo e- 


= * 


ing o the houſt ofGodſkei beallowedyouourof 


t mecte or neceſlarie for the furniſh- 


uer is 


the Kinges trraſure. iu ole 

I Artarerxet the King, haue commaunded al 
mine officers: beyond the floude , that they giu 
Eſdras what hee will demaunde, &c. Furt 15 


more I charge you ſtraighthy that you exacte no 


tribute or paiment, or exaction, of any other taxe, 


bor incumbraunce hat ſo euer. of the Preeſtes Le- 


uits, Singers Officers; or ſeruauntes of this tem · 
ple. Neither that you vpbraide them, or obs 2» 


nie kinde of diſgrace e againſt them. W 


O that the Chriſtian Princes of our eme 


ould but looke a little vnto the ynfayned loove, 


which thoſe heathen Monar ches ſhewed to the 
Got of heaven; and his holy temple. I would 
they did not onely poſſeſſe the name of Chriſt 


andloue of his church, but that in euery particular 


lau / in cuery action in euery deede of liberalitye, it 


might plainely 3 25 before face of God & man 


01 that 


5, ; 


i 


.runneth downe not onely into the church it ſelf, but 


gers, the porters, and the loweſt miniſter ofthe 
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theirfirſt and chiefeſt ſoueis the proſperitie of the 
church of [eſa Chriſt : and not onely the 'generall 
name of profeſſion , but that after the example of 

thoſe heathen kinges,they would loue it indeed, and 

the miniſters thereof, that they would giue wood & paralip a. 
ſtone,yron and lead, gold, and ſiluer, to the building 
ofthe Lordes houſe, to the celebrating of his diuine 
ſeruice, to the good and honourable maintaining of 

his miniſters. And not only in making general laws, 
which may ſeeme to acknowledge this calling to be 
good, nor in taking, but in giuing to the Lorde, and 

the maintenance of his holie worſhip, the firſt fruits 
oftheit harts and mindes, which is more than I can 
briefly comprehend, - 

Neither ſhould this charitie bee ſhut yp onelyin + 
the heart, but the fountaines thereoff if it be ri 2 

are oftentimes ſo pierced with the finger of E , 

that the riuers of this charitable and heauenly oyle, 


r 


* 
W 
3 


into the boſomes and bones of the officers, the ſin- 


church, in ſuch ſorte, that no vniuſt lawe, commiſſi- 2 
on, payment, puniſiment or incumbrance whatſoc- = 
uer,ſhall hinder them from their, good, lawfull, and 
daily adminiſtration in the Church of God. And if 
they ſhould: yet if the crie of the poore diſciple of 
Ieſu Chriſt once come to the princes eare mo doubt 
he ſitting in the place of God, will alſo breake out & 
ſaye inthe perſon of God: touch not mine annoin- 
ted: but let them be free, for the Lord which placed paralip. i. 
mee in my throne, hee hath put the worde in my 
mouth. Haue not I ſaid itꝛit is titten in the __ 

1 55 N 0 


* 


n 


Grecians. 


rem 
bleſling aboue all others ofthe Lorde,is ſo maniſeſt, 
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ofhis booke,, that I ſhould doe his will, andſhall 
not come?he hath commaunded, and ſhall I not o- 


bey ? hee hathalwaies bleſſed thoſe which loued his 
ple, and ſhall not I be partaker of the fame? This 


thateueric nation, euerie kindred, yea euen the hea- 
then ifthey haue but a little ſparke ofthe reuerence 


of his holie name, they haue greatly proſpered ther- 


with, _ | | 

It was the manner ofthe auncient Grecians , to 
builde temples, and amongſt all other they ſolemni- 
zed the temple of Apollo, endowing it with great ho. 
nours, freedome, landes and poſſeſſions, after which 
cuſtomable beneuolence , {ih (2s their God, 
they proſpered ſo greatlye, more than they were 
woont; that they woonne manic great battailes a- 
eee Perſans; with ſuch exceeding glorie, chat 
they did riſe to the thirde Monarcke of the whole 
worlde: moſt highly eſteeming of the temple of 


their Cod, and that in ſuch reuerence, that in no 
wiſe they would take the leaſt iotte from the ſame, 


though it were for ſauing of a kingdome. 

This, appeareth plainely by Alerander the great, 
who was wiſely inſtructed of Ariſtotle, after the 
manner of the Philoſophers, that he ſhould firſt 
feare God, and aboue all thinges keepe his hands 
ſrom the ſpoile of temples dedicated to the Gods. 
Therefore hen hee wanted frankenſence to ſa- 
crifice, hee would not take it out of the temple at 
home, or exact it of Apollo: Prieſtes (who had 
great ſtore) but after greate warres and manie ho- 
nourable exploites, hee brought it out of farre 
coun- 


e * e 
EP INES 00 - 


countries: and then beſtowed it in ſacrificing moſt 


plentifully, ſaying ; that to the Gods hee would 


not bee a niggard . With this good minde he proſ- 
peredboth by ſea and by land, his power was migh- 
tie, his conqueſts manie, his name great, euen A. 
lexander the great & mightie Monarcke of the Gree#« 


aui. Shall I goe forwardes as I haue begun, diſcuſſing 


the courſe of times, the ſucceſſion of kingdomes; 


and the good ſucceſſe ofthoſe which indeede haue 


loued the Church ? or is thete anie which doub. 


teth of the great bleſſinges which followe them and 
their ſeede, who builde and beſtowe liberally on 
the houſe of God : and the grieuous curſes 
fall on them which do the contraric : Thu nuns 
alwaics obſerued this rule, that aboue all other 
thinges, they begunne with the reuerence oftheir 
Gods, their temples, their ſacrifices, and both in 
peace and warre, their chiefeſt end was the m 
taining of the ſame. 


Tanus was the firſt that made temples to the Gods Tanus, 


in ral, appointing ſacrifices and other rites thete- 


vnto belonging. And therefote as Tulls faith , in ſa- Tully, . 


cCrifices; hee is alyaies remembred in the beginning 

ol their praiers. Such as hee ſowed, ſuch did hee 

| reape,forthepoſterity much celebrated his memo- 

lie for this fact, & built a moſt ſolemn temple in his 
name. By which religious mind, they thought that 
they flouriſhed more in peace, and had greater vic- 
tories in the warres, than anie other people. In 
which their exceeding great victories, according to 
the rites and religion of their nation, ee 
that well diſp oſed Alexander the great, who hauing 
175 N 2 woon 
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woonthe citicof Thebes, & ſackt it to the ground, 
deſtroying „ captyuating ,and baniſhing Ache in- 

habirantes thereof aboue 4000. Hee ſparednone 
ue onelie the prieſtes of that citie, thoſe which 
were ſtrangers there of Macedonia, andallthe kin- 
dred of that learned poet Pyndarus. 

Much like to this was that ofthe Romanes , who 
when they had e that faire auncient Citie 
T. Liuius- All they deſtroyed all the buildinges thereof, ſaue 
oOo nely che temples and churches: beeing afraid leaſt 
5 ifthey ſhould take anie thing from the temples of 
the gods, they ſhould thereby make them their e- 
nemies, and ſo not onlie they ſhould come to ſome 
WiKkeatnuds, Lut alſo their whole common wealth 
ſhould bee brought to vtter rume and deſtruction. 
That this was their reſolute religious opinion, it ap- 
2 peareth in ſundry places of their hiſtories. For when 
T. Holl - Talns faſtullius had conquered the Sabynes, deftroi- 
** ed all the faire buildings of that citie, and catied the 
bs peoplethereofvntoRome)as it is plainly ſhewedin 
that hiſtorie ) onely the churches remained vntou- 
ched, and vnuiolated, as holy houſes on which they 
durſt not preſume to lay their handes : which re- 
uerence done tothe religious houſes of rhe gentils, 
ſich it was done by the aforenamed king it ſeemed 
Z chat it rather proceededof the wiſe pollicie , aud 
2 rule of regiment, leſt to him by that worthie ruler 
wem Nun Ponpilhu his predeceſſor, then of anie great 
; deuotion which hee had towardes the gods or their 
holie temples , inthat it is written of him, that hee 
accounted nothing leſſe honourable or princely, 
then to apply himſelſe to the honor of religion. 

7 7 3! There- 


Therfore his fierce, wild, deſperate mind: was fo 
daunted and throughlie pierced with deadlie ago · 
ny, and ſnaking fare, that of a neglector of religion, 
and religious houſes, ſodainly he leſt all other mat 
ters whatſoeuer, moſt earneſtlie and ſuperſtitiouſlie 
fulfilling euen the leaſt ceremonies 


their _ 
on. But becauſe hee became religious rather for 


feare than for loue (through the wrath of God) 
hee and his houſe together were burned, and cleane 


conſumed with lightning from heauen, So farre 


were the people of that age from ſpoiling the tem- 
ples of their one gods, that when they conquered 
any nation, they ſeared to laie handes on the tem- 
ples or anie other thing. Nay it ſeemed to them 
great ſacriledge & a thing alwaies puniſhed by God 
to alter or tranſlate the holie rites, or anie _ 
thereunto belonging, as appeareth inthe ſame hil- 
toric. | , 
Aſter Tullus hadconqueredthe Sabynes, & ſac- 
ked their citie, beeing now in his maieſtie, reple- 
niſhed with honor & all kind of kinglie abundance: 
ofa ſodaine, newes came to the court that it rained 
ſtones in the mount Albaine. Whither when they 
had ſent meſſengers and found it ſo there was al- 
ſo a voice heard in the mount crying aloud, and ſay- 
ing, that Albines ſhould vſe their owne Countrie 
Religion which they had left, when they leſt their 
temples behinde them deſolate, and loſt their coun- 
With this the Romanes were alſo much moued, 
lo that for memorie of this they appointed certaine 
ſolemne feaſt daies. ee 

N 3 Nether 


Albani. 
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Nether was this religious minde onely proper to 
Romanes , who in this point of all people were 


moſt religious. But common alſo to other people, 


Temp. 
Proſer P. 


euen by the law and inſtinct of nature, as appeareth 
by the legats of Locris ſent to the Senate „ 
who (as it is partlic recorded of Celſus of Verona, aſ- 
ter manie great injuries and violences offered to 


them and their Countrie, they repeated this asthe 
chiefeſt, ſaying. 1 


I ᷑here is one thing (O worthie ſenate )ofwhich 
euen that Religion, which nature hath infixed in 


euerie mans minde doth will vs to complaine: 
wee know right well how deuoutlie and ceremoni- 

ate you embrace, not onelie your one gods; 
but how fauourably you entreate and vie the gods 
of other nations. We haue a temple dedicated vnto 
Proſerpina. Amongeſt other his abhominable facts, 


your Legat Pleminius did take away the treaſure of 


this Temple, heeſhippeditand hoiſted vp ſaile, 
but the winde blew , the tempeſtes did ariſe, the 
waues toſſed, the ſurges fomed , the ſea roared in 
ſuch ſort , that the ſhippes were violentlie reuerſed 


to the ſhore from which they went, and ſpletted 
on the ſands, where the treaſure was found, and re- 


ſtored to the temple againe. Nether did anie thi 
euer proſper which he tookin hand aſter that deed, 
ſo that being driuen from Italie, he entring Greece, 
in the night, he died a ſhameful, & an vnlucky deatb. 
After this ng and the tribunes of foldjers, 
preſumed ſo far alſo as to laie violent handes onthe - * 
treaſure belonging to the ſame temple, there with 
defiling themſelues and their houſes, Which fact (o 
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worthie Senate) vnleſſe you will by your religious 
mind reforme, without doubt ye ſhal haue no good 
ſucceſie in your affairs either in Italie or in Af rick: 


bur their bloud ſhall bee ſpilt, and your common 


wealth hazarded alſo in lue of that fact. And to ſaie 


the truth euen at this inſtant, the wrathſul reuenge- 


ment of the goddeſſe doth light vpon your captains 
& ſoldiers: we our ſelues hane lately ſeen how they 
run violently together with banners diſplayed one 
part againſt another: the captaine of one part is Ple- 


minius, of the other the two tribunes. Thus they dai- Pleminius 


lie fight together moſt cruelly , moſt barbarouſlie, 
moſt deadlie. Many ofthe ſoldiers be oft in a phren- 
ſy: & think you that the goddes hath let the captains 
goe ſcotfree? no ſhe puniſhech them ſurely. The 
Tribunes were, takẽ by the Legat, & whipped with 
rods, Alſo the Legat at length apprehended by the 
pollicie ofthe Tribunes, his bodie all rent, and torn 


vVich ſundrie torments, his noſe & his ears cut off:he 
waz leſt bleeding almoſt to che death. Afterwardes 
the Legat recouering caſt the Tribunes into priſon, 


whipping & ſcourging them ſtocking and tormen- 
ting them, with moſt vile puniſhments fit for roges 
and raſcals,he put them todeath forbidding any mi 
to butie them. Theſe be the puniſhments which the 
Go ddes hath ſent on the ſpoilers of hir temple. Ne- 


ther wil ſhe ceaſe to torment them all and euerie of 
them with innumerable plagues and puniſhments, 
til che treaſure takẽ from het temple be reſtored to it 
ga gaine. This was the ſpeach of the Legats of Locris 
v»vnto the ſenat of Rome: which ſneweth plainly, that 
zs wel the Gretians as the Romans counted it a wic- 


ked 
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led thing to diminĩſh or rake ought fr6 the temple * 
ofthe gods of the nations. 0 
Nay they themſelues not onely tooke this wiſe 
and ſure way in the eſtabliſhing of their common- 
wealth, but alſo in euerie particular action whatſoe- 
uer: they had a ſpecial eye & regard vnto the Gods, 
their religion, their reuerence, their worſhip, their 


And ſurely i we looke into the Romane hiſtories | 
we may ſee moſt plainly, that they obſerued the rule 
of their owne Poer „A Tone princmium muſe, they firſt 
of all regarded the temples of their Gods, and then 
their common - wealth. By which ſafe rule they con- 
quered caſt by Pompey, and farre weſt by Ialiui Ceſar: 
who at the firſt was moſt ofall men in that age, ad- 
dicted to the maintaining of temples & their Gods. 
Whereby hee did gather ſuch ſtrength , and roſe ſo 
high , that neither Prince nor king could retyre the 
force of his army, or ſubdue him in the battaile, Till 
at the length, through daily practiſe of —_— I 
bloud, by force of armes, his heart was ſo hardened, 
that vnnaturally he drew out his ſworde, and lifte vp 
his armes againſt his owne country, from whence 
he had his chiefe beginning. Rpt afterwardes when 
he had helde foorth his ſwoorde againſt his mother 

ws ch gaue him it firſt into his handes) and had diſ- 
olued the moſt famous and renowned ſtate of the 

Romane Senate, and by force made himſelfe Empe-. 
rour of Rewe, That which is the deſteny of all world- 
ly felicitie, the Lorde yeelded him vp to a moſt fa- | 
mous death, beeing ſtabbed by the handes ofthoſe 
wile and auncient Senatours. a 


Four one ſoules health, ſaying theſe bee examples 
+ oflewes & Gentils? If rhe matter bee doubtſull and 


is the great glorie of God, andthe benefite of his 1 
church ? will you that I praue the true leuel of mine = 


faith (as appearedafterwards by the 8 of 
dur ſauiour Chriſt the Lorde did not 1 him in 
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+. earth, & to illuminat the hart ofthat holy &renow- a 
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ned Emperour Conſfantine the great, the ſun waxed dne. 


& the ſeed of the Goſpell of Chriſt ſprong vp apace 
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ambiguous, why do you not rather helpto confirm 
this true concluſion, ſichens the lap theraf 


ayme,and that I draw foorth this line, from Perfain 
the caſt, vnto England in the weſt, ſcioyned from the : 

continent of the whole world? The lewes they re- Iule .. 
queſted our ſauiour Chriſt moſt inſtantly, that hee 1 
would reuiue the Centurions ſeruaunt, ſaying that 
he was worthie of that good turne, for he had loued 
their nation, & had built them a ſynagogue, Which 
good works becauſe they proceeded from a perfect 


the day of his ſorrow, and moſt boy Ten 
bred his faithſulldcuout deeds. Aſterwards though 
many yeares, the ſunne of the Goſpel, was darkened 


decution : yet when it began to reflect the cleare 
eames on tlie top of the higheſt mountaines of the 


warm, the fields were pleaſant, the ſoile was fruitful, 


in ſundry ſottes: ſo that this godly Emperor, though 
he could not come to the beholding of the ſua him. 
ſelfe, yet hee receiued the brightnes of his ſhining 
beames, ſo clearely in at his eye, and ſhut them ſo 
oh AR ſecretly 
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led thing to diminiſh or rake ought frõ the temple 
of the gods of the nations. 1 
Nay they themſelues not onely tooke this wiſe 
andſureway inthe eſtabliſhing of their common- 
wealch,buralſo in euerie particular action whatſoe. 
uer: they had a ſpecial eye & regard vnto the Gods, 
their religion, their reuerence, their worſhip, their 
es. ; b 
And ſurely i we looke into the Romane hiſtories 
we may ſee moſt plainly,that they obſerued the rule 
of their owne Poet, A Tone principium muſe, they firſt 
of all regarded the temples oftheir Gods, and then 
their common wealth. By which ſafe rule they con- 
quered caſt by Pompey, and farre weſt by Iulius Ceſar: 
who at the firſt was moſt ofall men in that age, ad- 
dicted to the maintaining of temples & their Gods. 
Whereby hee did gather ſuch ſtrength , and roſe ſo 
high, that neither Prince nor king could retyre the 
force of his army, or ſubdue him in the battaile, Till 


at the length, through daily practiſe of ſhedding © 
bloud, by force of armes, his heart was ſo hardened, * 
that vnnaturally he drew out his ſworde, and lifte vp * 
his armes againſt his owne country, from whence 
he had his chiefe beginning. Rt afrerwardes when * 
he had helde foorth his ſwoorde againſt his mother 
he ch gaue him it firſt into his handes) and had diſ- 
ſolued the moſt famous and renowned ſtate of the 
Romane Senate, and by force made himſelfe Empe- 
rour of Rome. That which is the deſteny of all world - 
ly felicitie, the Lorde yeelded him vp to a moſt fſa- 
mous death, beeing ſtabbed by the handes ofthoſe 
wiſe and auncient Senatours. n 


ambiguous, why do you not rather boys confirm 
this true concluſion, ſichens the open diſplay therof 
 isthegreatgloricofGod, andthe beneſite of his 1 
church ? will you that I praue the true leuel of mine ff 
T ayme,andthac Idraw foorth this line, from Perſa in 7 


fte eaſt. vnto England iu the weſt, ſeioyned from the 
continent of the whole world? The lewes they re- yes, 4 
| gqueſted out ſauiour Chriſt moſt inſtantly , that hee 
i | wouldreuiue the Centurions ſeruaunt, ſayingthat 
be was worthie ofthat good turne, for he hadloued 
their nation, & had built them a ſynagogue. Which 
good works becauſe they proceeded from a perfect 
+ faith (as appeared after wards by the approbation of 
our ſauiour Chriſt the Lorde did —— him in 
the day of his ſorrow, and moſt bountifully remem- 
bred his ſaithſull deuout deeds. Aſterwards though 
man yeares, the ſunne of the Goſpel, was darkened 
uith the manifold ſtormes, and clowdy tempeſts of 
T bee Gim ; yetwhen it began to reflect the cleare 
beames on tlie top of the higheſt mountaines of the "ny 
+ earth, & to illuminat the hart ofthat holy &renow- _ = 
ned Emperour Confartine the great, the ſun waxed tine. 
warm, the fields were pleaſant, the ſoile was fruitful, 
Se the ſeed of the Goſpell of Chriſt ſprong vp apace 
in ſundry ſortes: ſo that this godly Emperor, though 
he could not come to the beholding of the ſua him- 
ſelfe, yet hee receiued the brightnes of his ſhining 
beames, ſo clearely in at his eye, and ſhut them ſo 
1 85 5 ſecretly 


x . 


"7 —_— *” 
1 


__ fecretlyinhishearr, that in perfect zeale he ſhewed 

I bis louing heart vnto the Chriſtians : hee ſtretched 
+ foorthhishandes, and moſt hartily embraced the 
poore orphane Chriſtians , diſperſed, perſecuted, 
weakened,diſcomfited , Hee nurſed and nouriſhed 
them, he called them togither into one place, ænow-· 
ing that vnited vertue is the ſtronger. He gaue them 
the mille of good and wholeſome councell. willing 
them in the name of God to foreſee what was the 
truth, to ſeeke that, to diſcuſſe that, & with one con- 
ſent to conclude that, & he with all his wil & power 


would ratiſie the ſame. After that the iointes of this 


nor meate without money, nor money vnleſſe it bee 
giuẽ᷑:wich great ioy & loue he laid the foũdations of 
my faire temples, raiſing thẽ an exceeding great 


height, in the honour of Chriſt; endowing them 
with great ſtore of lands and poſſeſſions, therewith 
giuing great freedome vnto thoſe places, and all the 
miniſters of Chriſt, to whome they belonged. _ 
| uut 
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duilt a verie ſolemne and ſumptuous temp] 


place where our ſauiour did riſe againe, commaun- 
ding that it ſhould farre paſſe all other temples of 
the worlde in exceeding faire walles and matble. 

pillers,adorning it within moſt richly,with ae, . 


ornamentes, more ſumptuous than can bee expr 
fed in a fewe wordes : adding thereto ſolemne mo- 


numents of gold, ſiluer, and almoſt inſinite numbers 


of pretious ſtones. 5 fl 

Neither was his loue as is the loue of man, ſoone 
hote and ſoone colde : or as is the loue of theſe lat- 
ter daies, in which wee ſurely looke for the greate 
day of doome: but hee proceeded in building and 
founding of temples , and religious places, for the 
maintaining of the poore diſciples of Ieſu Chriſt, 
At Becblem alſo where our ſauiour was borne, hee 
builded atemple, and that at the motion of that de- 


uoute woman the Ladye Helma the Empreſſe his Helina. 


mother: vho being endued with ſpecial graces from 
heauen, aſcended high after the ſteppes of Chriſt 
on the toppe of Mount Olyuet (from whence he aſ- 
cended vp into heauen) euen inthe very top there - 
of, rh yu a ſanctuarie for the Church of Chriſt, 


and at the bottome of the ſame mount, in that place Fuſeb, vir, 
vhere our ſauiour was woont to reſorte with his Conſtant. 


Diſciples, ſhee erected a verie fayre Church, 
ſhewing vnto her ſonne the waye wherein hee 
ſhould walke : not onely in founding temples for 
the woorſhip of the Lorde , but in giuing vnto the 
ore, in redeeming captiues, in clothing the na- 
ed with hir owne hands, in viſiting the poore ſicke 
Chriſtians. | 02% ; 
05 02 The 
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Alſo he built many faire and ſumptuous temples 
in Conſtantinople, he retired backeagaine into A- 
ſia euen to Nicomedia, the firſt and chieſeſt giti 
Bithinia, where he built an exceeding large 
and no leſſe beautifull; adioyning to ĩt on all 
verie high and faire Cloiſters, within he ext 
Anctuatie of an inſinit height, being in ſorme 
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boſſinges and monumentes, all adorned with gi 
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Though the church of Chriſt and his profeſl 


was now but yong amongeſt the gentils: yet he bad 


a ſpecialtegardto the faithful patriarches of old He 


looked farre backe, and ſith his fight was good hee 


beheld his ſorefather Alrabam, & remembring that 
heauenlic apparation ofthe holie, ble ſſed and glori- 
ous Trinitie vnder the oke of the valley of Mambrie: 
vnto the parriarch (for a monument) he commaun- 


ded a faire Church to be built in the ſame place, te- 


ediſied all the decayed Temples and monume mes, 
building them verie 1 „ andfaire, deſlroying the 
Idols ot the gentils, pulling downe their altars, vt- 


terlie defacing heir ſuperſtitious religion, and all 


other worldly ſtates whatſoeuer were a hindrance 


or diſgrace to the church of Chriſt, 
Iris plainle ſnewed by the eccleſiaſtical writers, that 


mochers death hee builded te mples in all prouinces, 
3 them much more faire than they Were 
. 


1 
p q „ 2 


ſo 


The cleare candle which this vertuous woman if 
held in her hand, gaue ſuch light vnto the moſt wor- 
ie Emperour her ſonne, that imediatly after his 
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the 


ſoſoone as hee had ouercomed the enemies of 
Church, hee imployed himſelfe and all which hee 


could do, by word, by worke, by letter and example 


to reediſie the churches ot the chriſtians, or elſe to 
build them new, leauing a moſt perſect patterne be 
hinde him, which all true chriſtians ought to be- 
When hee had vanquiſhed his enemies ,allthe 
world over ,, and 5 placed in the throne of the 
empire, with great honor, triumph, glorie, naie- 
eee of health, of wealth, of libertie to 


commaund what he liſt: he did not ſwell in his hart, 


with pride, but in all humilitie fell downe before the 


etoſſe of Chriſt Ieſus yeelding himſelſe Chriſt his 


ſoldier, vnder whoſe banner this moſt renow⸗ 
med Emperour marched forwarde . Hee was not 
ſo baſe minded . as to wow about him how hee 
might raiſe great ſummes from tlie poore people, oi 
3 heet 6 ow ynder ſome 2 
ſome paiment from the church, though his enemies 
were manie & mighty, his warre great, his troubles 
ionumerable, his. 2 infinite: yet hee did not 
moleſt any one perſon belonging to the church, 


nether would he ſuffer the miglitieſt of hisprinces, 


once to meddle with them. 

He could not poſſiblie be perfwaded to increaſe 
his treaſure with any penny which came from the 
Church, or his honour , with their prerogatiue, or 


his ſecuritie with their trouble, or his credit win 


their diſgrace. 
But this foſter father ofthe poorediſperſed lambs 
ol leſu Chriſt: he 3 he erected, 
| 3 on. 
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on high, he reedified thoſe temples which the hete- 
tickes had pulled downe : hee reſtofed the landes 
which they had taken awaie: when hee tooke it in 
to hishandes ,hedidnotgive one halſe to God, & 
kept the other halfe to himſelfe, ſaying: I haue two 
eies, the one to looke to my kingdome, and the o- 
ther to the church: But beeing a good true chriſti- 
an philoſopher, hee knew, that though wee haue 
two eies; yet wemuſt looke but one way, nor ſee but 
one marke at once. We cannot at once loue both 
God and Mammon, ſinne and righteouſneſſe, the 

kingdome of this world, and heauen . But hee 
knew it truelie, and wayed it wiſely in his hart, that 
the high God of heauen did create him, that hee 
bleſſed him, preſerued him, exalted him, & gaue 
him all that he had. 

And therefore hee rendred vnto him and his be- 
loued ſpouſe, all honor, freedome, peace, and abun- 
dance. Hee was taught o. holie fathers out of 
the booke of life, that the Lord is a ielous God, he 
will not part ſtakes with any, nor giue his honor to 
any other: but of him it is ſaid, and of him onelie: 
Thine is thy kingdome, thy power, and thy glorie 


Maths, for euer and euer, Amen. 


* 


When the good Emperour beheld this perfect 
ſtile of Teſu Chriſt, & did ſee the enſigne, on which 
it was deſcribed, together with the church of Chriſt 
caſt done to the bare earth: hee drawing neere as 
S. paul did to the altar, wherin was written ignoto deo: 
beholding but foure bare letters J. N. R. I. which ſig- 
niſied that this was the enſigne of the vaknowen 

God, not acknowledged amongeſt men: 

3 | x 


— 


bee humbled himſelfe in the fleſh, and reioiced in 
the ſpirit, that the vnknowen God, the God of hea · 
uen & of earth, had vouchſafed him that ſpeciall 
grace to reueale himſelfe vnto him. He caſt done 
his banner and tooke vp the croſſe of leſu Chriſt 
ctruciſied: hee caſt all dignities, coutts, commiſſi 
© ons and kingdomes aſide, and laid his honor in the 
diuſt, in regad of the true honor of leſus Chriſt, (as 
wee haue mentioned) hee imploied all the giſtes 
which hee had giuen him, even af mind, bodie and 
goods, eſpecially in founding, erecting, beautiſying, 
perfecting, adorning, priuiledging, and freeing the 
church of Chriſt: as Exſabius ceftif/erl moſt plainlie Rnlebius. 
in theſe words: Eccleſias vero Dei, meredibile eſt & ſu- 
pra omrem opinionem, Cc. It is incredible, and far be- 
yond all mens opinions to recount what giſtes and 
ornamentes hee beſtowed on the —. of God, 
what freedome, what plentie of maintenance, what 
honors he gaue to thein which had wholy bentthE- 
ſelues to ſerue the Lord in his holy temple, daily to 
pray for the ſafety of the lande, for the honout of 
the hong, and the ſinnes ofthe people. 
| * This was the expreſſed pietie of that firſt and 
moſt Chriſtian Emperour, and the Lord of his 
reat mercie redoubled his kindneſſe euen into his 
— for hee not onely ſhewed him the ſcale 
which Iacob ſaw ,and the gate of heauen opened a 
the top therereof: but hee gaue him that great oy 
rare gift of perſeuerance in his deuout deedes, euen 
vmotheend, - Aan 
Therfore the Lordbleſſed him in his pallace, & in Deut. is. 
the field, frõ the arow which flieth in the ee Plalm. 50, 
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proſper wonderfully 


manner, that all things which hetooke in hande did 
His victories are compared 
wich the conqueſts of Cyrus, but his end was much 
more happie, tor when. he had moſt honourablye 
paſled the full courſe of the life of man. & enioyed 
all the bleſſings of the earth, aboue the ſpace of ſix- 


tie yeares, not once troubled with any ſickneſſe of 


bodigor vexation of minde, but in wiſedome and 
true chriſtian loue; oriſhed continuallye like the 


greene * whole fruite doth comfort the hart 
of man: like the ſpreading vine, & like the fat Oliue 
braunch, which małeth him to haue a ioyfull coun- 
tenatce : ſith hee diſtilled theſe ſvweete drops of his 
ſincere loue, into the boſomes of the poore diſtreſ- 


ſed chtiſtians of his daies: the Lord he kindled the 


ſparke of true chriſtian loue in his heart, and made 
him glad with the ioy of his countenance. Hee had 
alwaies victorie againſt his enemies, conquering 
from Seyt lia in the eaſt, to this Ile of Brataine in the 

Neither was the loue ofthe Lord extended vnto 


this good Emperour in his life onely, but to the end 


all men may knowe that the lone of the Lorde is not 
fained;rhat his juſtice neuer changetch, that his mer- 
cie endureth for euer; hee departed out of this life, 
being full of yeares in his ripe olde age, euen about 
the feaſt ofthe aſcenſion of our ſauiour Chriſt; and 
the deſcenſton of the holy Ghoſt, at high noone. At 
which inſtant (his ſoule leauing the mortall body 
heere dn earth) hee was no doubt receiued vp into 
heauen, by the hands of immorrall angels, there en- 
115 | ioying 
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joying the exowne of eternall bliſſe. Which the 
Lord hath prouided for all thoſe afſuredly'which 
ooue his comming, and maintaine his holy mili- 
. —— — 
Ward e Lord only pr 01906 Dye t metit 
of man: neither did his — Ü— 
ceede the merite of this true chriſtian Empetour, 
ſo much as the compaſſe of the heauens, ( whoſe 
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exceedeth the earth, im giuing him his hartes de: Gen, . 5. 
fire, (which is eternall bliſſe and felicitie ) but that 


vhich the Lord recounteth to Abraham, Iſaac, arid 
| 1acobfor a ſure bleſſing pI he gane this 
Godly Emperour, three go godly ſonnes, to 
liues onely, but as it is written of his poſterity, im- 
perii ſodes, cv. That as the Empire diſcended from his 


father,vnto him, ſo by the courſe and lawe ofnature, Euſcbius 


it as continued vnto his childrens children and 
their poſteritie. Neither is it all onelieto bee mar- 
ked , what fruite the braunch beareth in the top, but 
iſwe be good ſimplicians, we will haue 9 vn- 
to the roote, ftom whence the firſt life and naturall 
vertue proceedeth. Heerein if we conſider well and 
looke more narrow lie into it, wee ſhall plainely per- 
ceiue that theſe former examples, more nerely con- 
gerne our natiue couutri · men, then at che ſirſt fight 
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appeareth: ſith this is the tree which wee ſo highlie 


commend,andwebe all branches of the ſame. Nei- 
ther doth this more narrowly c6cerne ys in reſpect 


of the cleare fountaine of chtiſtianity, which hee o- 


pened to vs with his finger, directing the courſe 
11 | DN thereof 
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therof my ny into this worthy Iland: but 
becauſe by bloud, we be deſc ended from the fame 
line and kindred from whence Conſfantme the great 

did firſt ſpring, ( in that the vertuous ladie Helina his 
mother: was the daughter of king coe, ſometimes 
res king of this noble Iland) let vs contend, not onely to 
FTieptaine the true vertue of her noble bloude, but alſo 
that we be like minded vnto her, in faſting, in pray- 

ing in the giuing to the poore, in redeeming cap- 
ties, in ſetting the bound at liberty. in founding of 
temples, & maintaining them honourablie, which 


with their bewtiful feete, bring to vs the gladridings 
ofthe Goſpell. Amongeſt vhoſe excellent vertues 
chat one dot ſhine moſt cleere, & repreſenteth vn- 
to vs, che expreſſe image of her vertuous mind: that 


in all her iournies, becing either neere or farre of, 
when ſo euer ſhe came to a nie cittie or tone, fo 
ſoone as ſhee w-as once alighted, before ſnee would 
admitte anie ſute or perſon to her ſpeache, orthat 
ſhe minded anie worldlie affaires: firſt of all ſhee 
would haue recourſe vnto the temple of the Lord, 
there powring out her prayers and petitions before 
him, beſtowing rich iewels, and coſtlie ornamentes 
on the Church, and diſtributing her almes verie li- 
berallie amongeſt the poore, where ſo euer ſhee 
eame. | 
:' Wherefore the T.orde of his exceeding mercy, 
blefſed her with a long, a proſperous, and bleſſed 
life, giuing her a willing defire; to leaue this wret- 
ched world, afterſhee had paſſed eightie yceres 
in this tedious vale of vanitye. In which-olde age 
ſhee called that peareleſſe Emperour of the 25 
5919000 | er 
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her ſonne, vnto her; holding his hand in hers , ſhe 
| willed him to beſtowe all her treaſure, and earthlie 
goods what ſo euer ongood, and godly vſes. Which 
divine beheſt, once paſſed from out her-gratious 
lippes:ſhe committed her ſelfe into the handes of 
God, her bodie died away, Ieſu Chriſt receiuit 
her bleſſed ſoule into his handes. O wonc 
depth of the mercie of God, towardes thoſe which 
looue him. O ye true chriſt ia ns what ſq euer, and ye 
which deſcend from the bloud and line of that moſt pala 


vertuous Empreſle: though now in the olde croo- 
ked age of this world, charitic be almoſt frozen to 


death, yet let not hardneſſe of heart, preuaile fo 


much againſt nature, that beeing braunches of ſo 
worthy a tree, yee ſhould giue no ſtiaddowe, no 
leaues, no bloſſomes, no ſruite at all to your po- 


"{7This honorable nuiſe ofthe Church, ſhe ſi rang 
out of the naturall ſoile, wherein wee — 5 
her vertuous ſeede did ſpreade it ſelfe, bothe farre 
and neere; it toołe deepe roote in Thraſia, in Greece, 
in Iuris; in Iralie, in Fraunce, in Germanie, in Spaine, 
and couldthe narrow ſeas reſtraine the eourſe ther- 
of; from her firſt natiue ſoyle, Natura ſequitur ſe- 
mins quiſqze ſue, that which is bredde in the bone 
will neuer leaue the fleſhe, and the bountifullſow- 2 
ing ofthis vertuous Ladies ſeede, brought ſoorth a = 
plentifull harueſt, in England ſome taſte whereof : 1 
dothe ſweeten the mouthes of ſome; & comfottei n 
the hartes of others at this daic. If yee bee not 

mooued , with the diſcouerie of ſo fruitefull | 
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x vine, which firſt did ſpring foorth of Engliſh ſoile; 
aud hath ſpred it ſelfe ouer all chriſtian nations, yel- 
dingp unt iuyce and comfortable to the hartes 
of all true chriſtians. 


** 


you counte not of theſe examples, which at 
this daie ee. themſclues , before your eyes; 
through the glaſſe of other mens riſing and falling: 
If your one euils will not mooue you Sos 
they be familiar: then once againe do but loke backe 
vnto this mother vine, let the roote alone, nowe 
marke the paſſage of her bows, & the goodly ſprea- 
ding of her branches: and you ſhall ſee manie fayre, 
well plumped cluſters of grapes which thoughthou 
canſt not reache, yet diſdaine not to beholde the 
fruicfalnes of the vine. Though it growe beyond the 
ſeas, yet giue it the due — tion: though the 
roote thereof bee founded in ſimplicitie, yet it 
beareth holeſome beries in the toppe: though the 
Lord thereof was derided with a crowne of: ſimple 
thornes: Vet the kings and princes ofthe earth, did 
raigne by his permiſſion. All knees ſhal bow to him, 
whowas the planter of this vine. All chriſtian prin+ 
ces ſhallhonourhim : and though the wilde Bore 
hauebrokedowne the hedge, though he haue ſpoy- 
led the garden, & rooted vp the vine, ſo that no one 
braunch therof dooth now appeare: yet the mighti- 
eſt Emperors will not paſſe by, no they count more 
85 ofthis waſted peece, then ofall the kingdoms in the 
world. They wil put of their ſnooes when they enter 
ir becauſe it is holy ground: they wilcaſt down their 
ctownes of golde, from their heades, becauſe in that 
place it was {aid before the face of many witneſſes, 
| | to 


to him whoſe kingdome endureth for euer. Haile 
King of the Iewes. Therfore Godfrie that worth Bul- 
liner, the king of Fraunce, after he had won the holy 

land, being offered a crow une of goldto be ſet vpon 
his head, he vtterly refuſed it, ſaying:it dooth not be- 
come me to weare a cron of gold, where my Lord 
and ſauiour, the Lord of lords, the king of kings, the 
God of heauẽ & earth, did were a crown of thornes. 

Herein we may behold the true image ofa right no- 
ble hart, for if we looke about vs, and beholde the 

common ſorte of baſe minded men, all their deſire 


is, not ſo much by vertue and prowes to attaine the 
victorie (which this noble Godfrie did, firſt entring 
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Godiric 
Bullin. 


Ritius 


the wall himſelfe)as to haue the aboundant-wealth. 


ofthe place, the maieſty of the crowne,the glorie of 
the triumphe. Oftheſe men it is not ſo, commonlie 


ſaid, as truelie verified:he which hath the moſt fie 


without, oft times hath leaſt within, & truely manie 
puppies in the world, if they were but a little ſeque - 
ſtred, from the pompe and pride which they ſhowe 
without in glorious manner, themſelues were ligh- 
ter then a feather, which is carried away with euerie 
blaſt of winde, & when it falleth don, is troden vn« 
der foote. Therfore becauſe they haue it not within, 
they are very carefull to magnify themſelues, with 
the out ward appearaunce of that maieſty, which in 
deede they haue not. Theſe baſe ſorte of men ifthey 
had ouerpaſſed the walles with ſuch good lucke, & 
once beene ſet on horſe backe, they would haue gal- 


loped ouer the bodies, of their poore yelding aduer- 


laries, they would haue beene moſt fierce & cruell: 
they would haue bathed their ſwords in their bloud, 
a IE P 3 they 


Adricom. 
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Jeruſalem, Not that Ieruſalem whoſe, deſolata eſt. 


they would haue ſought great glory by barbarous 
cruelty, and their cheefe deſire would haue beene, 
with the golden cote on their backe, the ſcepter in 


cdhdeir hand, the crowne on their head, the applauſe 
_ ofthepeople;to fit in the throne of maieſty. This did 


not the noble Godfrie of Bullẽ, he did not ſo, but poſ- 
ſeſſing the true treaſure of right valure, and perfect 
vertue in his hart, he coũted not his ſaftie to ſtand in 
the death of his enemies, nor his cheefe poſſeſſion 
in worldly riches, nor his honor in gliſtering ſhow, 
nor his triumphe in magnificent troupes of noble 
men, nor his maieſtie in a crowne of molten mettal. 
This he might haue had, but he would not, f quidems 
poſſe c. volle vobile, the noble minde oſte may, but wil 
not. The vettue of the minde was his poſſeſſion, and 
wiſedome was his guide, in this famous victorie. He 
was ſtudied in bookes of arte and wiſedome, hee red 
the Poet and liked his heroicall verſe full well: Sice- 


lides muſe paulo maiora canemus:non omnes arbuſta innant 


 bumileſque myricæ. His mi nde was great indeede, he 


could not glorie in fleſhly pleaſures. He ſawe this fa- 
mous Cittie, was but a heape of lime and ſand, built 


with the handes of manie poore {lauiſhe worke- 


men, the riches, like gliſtering poiſon, infuſed with 
the wine into y cup of gold. the whole kingdome of 
Iudea, he ſaw was earthlie, and eaſie to be won at al 
times, with a ſworde of iron and ſteele. There- 
fore hee counted the glorie of the crowne and 
ſcepter but a toye. And what was that then which 


hee counted off:? euen that for which hee came; by 


which hee conquered, in which hee meant to dwell. 


did 


| 


did raiſe a moſt ſweete pleaſaunt note, from the mu- 
ſitions penne: not the figured, but the perfigured, 
euen the Church of Chriſt, and alſo that which is 
figured by it, the heauenlie Ieruſalem, the true holy 
cittie, the place of eternall reſt, of the true glory of 
erfect triumphe, where hee might ſafelie and euer 
faie vnto his owne ſoule: O my ſoule thou haſt mar. 
ched valiantlie. Hee counted not of glorie, which 
riſeth our of the earth, and therefore moſt wiſely, 
he fixed his hart and minde, on true eternitie which 
dwelleth onely inthe heauens. Hauing conquered, 
he did not aſcend the chaire of maieſtye, that hee 
might ſhowe himſelfe vnto the people, with great 
rie:bur as that holie and victorious conquerour 
Henrie the fifte king of England, when with a fewe 
thouſands of men hee had vanquiſhed Charles the 
Dolphin of Fraunce ſtrengthened with a royall army 
(herein was moſt of his nobility) he with all his ar- fun 
mie kneled done in the feeld, holding vp his hands 
to heauen ſingin g & ſaying, Non nobis Dominenon no- -þ- 
bis: ſed nomiui tus da gloriam, not vnto vs O Lord z hot 
vnto vs, but giue the glory to thy holy name. Euen 
ſo, this worthy conqueror of Ieruſalem, though not 
with the ſame words, yet with the like deuotion hee 
humbled himſelfe before the Lord: for the ſpace of 
ſeuen daies walking on foote in Ieruſalẽ, beholding 
the places, where our ſauiour Chriſt was cquerſant, 
whe he liued here on earth, vhere he was takE;zwher 
he was examined, where he was whipped & ſcour- 
ed, & de ſpitefully ſpit on, derided witka reed in his 
Pane &a crown of thorns on his head. The mighty 
conquerour did behold all theſe with his eies, and 7 
hs heart melted within him. Hee often een, 3 
E 7 | l ne I 


Iudge, 4. 


bent all her muſe & cogitation,ſeeking cop 
gentlie, how ſhe might beate downetheheatheniſh 
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don and kiſſed ehe places where our ſauiour Chriſt 


had beene. With weeping eyes, hee looked vp into 
the heauens, and his foule deſired to ſee the Lord of 


light. That the Lord of his mercie would regard him 


he daily prayed with great humilitie, liberallye be- 
ſtowing on the poore Inthe place where the temple 


was, founding a moſt ſolemne colledge fot religious 


men, giuing them great and large liuinges ; calling 
them Prebends, building them many faire houſes 
neere vnto the Church, for them to dell in. Theſe 
and innumerable ſuch like, where the fruites of this 
noble minde, which _ cleare in the ſight of 
God, of Angels, and of men, the Lord bleſſed & pro- 
ſpered him wonderfully, in ſo much that in regard of 
his high proweſſe and victorious conqueſts, to his 
eternall fame, with all poſteritie, he is reputed one 
ofthe nine worthies of the world. The fountaine of 
this perfe glory did firſt breake foorth in Fraunce, 
flying ouer che higheſt Alpes, euen to Ieruſalem, 
where by the way, if wee will but diuert a little, into 
Spaine, amongſt ſome good, ſome bad, we ſhall ſee 
one moſt excellent famous noble woman, a great 
ſreend, & true louer of the church. The beſt & tru- 
eſt chronicles, giue her this ſtile, Serenyſima,ac catho- 
lica domina, Elicabetha, Hiſpaniarũ, ar vtriuſque Siriliæ ac 
Ieruſalem Regina, ce. The moſtvertuous, catholicke 
lady. Elizabeth Queene of Sapine, Sicily, & leruſa- 
lem, &c. This vertuous woman much like the godly 
Halina, mother of Conſtantinur, was ſo greatly eſpriſed 
with the loue of Teſu Chriſt & his church ſo y ſhee 
y & dili- 


power 


gras the fruitfull ſeed of her charitable a 
her heart was ſo enflamed with this heauenly deſire, 
that ſhe could not containe her ſelſe anie lem 
her pallace, In great deſite ſhe funde noreſt. And 
what followed? with the conſent of her princely Fer- 
dinando,ſhee muſtered her men of warre, and gathe. 
red together the power ofa mightie prince.like the 
auncient Debora, ſhee marched forwardes into the 
kingdome of Granata, the greateſt part whereof had 
becne inhabited by che — bas ſeuen hun- 
2 N & defended by them awarlike people 
| againſt che Chriſtians : which kingdom 

aidt tribute to the crowne of Spaize 800000 crowns 
p yeate: ſhe counted not of the force of ſo huge & 
ſtrong a people, neyther once regarded the greate 
reuenewe which came into her treaſurie that waye. 
The winters diuers times were ſo extreme cold. that 
her captains & ſoldiers requeſted her moſt inſtantly 
to breake vp her campe, till a more ſeaſonable time 
of the yeare: yet ſhe anſwering that this was the ſub- 


riltie of Sathan, to hinder the woorke of the Lord, 
4 warred 
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the enemies of Chriſt cleane ouercome, ſliee made 

that hole realme chriſtian, beſtowing very liberal- 
M.Ridus. Jy onthe poore, the maimed, the captiues, the ſtran- 
Fan ane were in anie diſtreſſe. In the ſame realme 
founding and erecting De churches, col- 


* * hoſpitals, fort re maymed com- 
rt 2 Vee may ſce by the large ſpreadin 

and plentifull yeeld, that this fruitfull braunch, di 
fpring from Helynaes roote. For ſhe not onely aduẽ- 
tured her one perſon in mightie warres againſt the 
Infidels;farther than that ſexe dooth commonly af- 
foord: but ſhe ſent into the wide weſt Ocean ſea, to 
the 7 fortunate Ilands, & to the Atlantiehllãds, bea. 
ring far north & by weſt, gaining them all & their 
peopleto the chriſtian religiõ, whichneuer heard of 
Chriſt before. In which landes, to the end that after 
they had taſted the ſweete milke of the Goſpell of 
Chriſt, they might be fed with ſtronger meat: hauing 
built and ere cted many pariſh churches, beſides di- 
uers goodly colledges, ſhe founded and erected in 
Granata, foure Cathedrall churches ; in the ſortu- 
nate Ilandes, two: in the Indian Ilandes, three: in 
Affrike ſhe wonne Mellam, a moſt ſtrong defenced 
towne: ſhe wonne from the Turke the Iland Cepha- 
lena, ſometimes Viſſes inheritance, amongſt the Gre- 
ciazs: and moſt louingly ſhe reſtoredit to the Vernet- 
an, whoſe ſometimes it was. Shee wonne the Citie 
and tower of Oſtia, violently deteined from the Ro- 
manes by a tyrant: reſtoring it vnto the Biſhop of 
Rome: ſhe enacted that there ſhould bee but one re- 
ligion in her dominions, one faith, one ons of 

636 #4 $þ 5 iuine 


diuine worſhip,and theryponnotwithſtanding th 
1 which came ycarely into her tteaſurit 
om the Iewes, ſhe expelled from her dominions 
all the Iewes which dwelt there, euen to the nutabeg 
of fix hundred thouſands, alſa ſher offered to all Sa- 
raſins and Mahometiſts, either freely to depart out 
of her dominions or to become Chriſtiaus. Wher· 
by alter ſome time and diligent preaching, within 
one yrare, ofthe Saraſins, there were conuerted and 
baptiſed abouetwentic hundred-thouſand , Laſtly, 
ſhee gaue to the adorning of the temple , built ouer 
the ſepulcher of our ſauiour Chriſt, ſoure coſtly ſyn- 
dones, which whileſt ſhe was with child, ſhe did Gin 
&weaucdafterward with hir own hands, in token of 
her dutifull obedience towards him. O moſt fruitful 
and vertuous Lady, which ſnhunned neither colde 
nor heat, nor wars, nor weapons, nor 3 of hir 
ſelfe, nor ſpending her treaſure, her time, Her liſe, ſo 
chat ſhe might increaſe the church of Chriſt, and 
make his name known amongſt the Gentils. There- 
fore the Lord looked down from heauen vpon her, 
with his louing countenance, giuing ber all that her 
heart deſired heere vppon earth, wich moſt happie 
ſucceſſe:till at the length aſter her long, proſperous, 
and victorious raigne, ſhee which had leade her life 
moſt vertuouſſy, yeelded her ſoule into the hands of 
Ieſu Chriſt, moſt willingly. After whoſe moſt hap- 
y death, fer childrens children were raiſed by the 
rd, vnto the ſeate and title of Earles, Dukes, Kings 
and Emperours. 57 -o%th 
2 This right renowned Lady, was born in the yere of 
Lord 1448, & departed this life 1304, at hich 
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E _—_* _ _ alſo floriſhed din England ;that moſt vertuous 
Punceſſe, the Ladie Margaret Courteſle of Rich- 
. mond and Dar to king Henrie the ſea- 
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This devour Princeſſe beeing repleniſhed 
 withhenicnlicgrates;wellkiowing that the high 
honor of fleſh and bloud is 2 cloude 
of vanitie, — the tranſitorie delights ofthe 
world, ſhee betooke her ſelſe wholly to the ſeruict 


knees ſecretlie in _ 2 e eee, moſt 
humbly before him in his holie Temple, powrin 
out ker complainrs together with the penet ct | 


her prayers ; that hee would looke downe with his 
loving compaſſion on his hole. Church, mercifu]- 
forgiuing the ſinnes of his people. This ſhee did 
daily, ordinarily, fairhfully,8 ſincerely. To her di- 
uitic meditations, ſhe adioyned often faſtings, with 
any thouſtnds of mercifull deedes to the poore, 
hearing their orie: willing that might haue ac- 
ceſle vo her, helping them to their right agait 
the migheieſt of their Countrie, of what <« ling, 
place, honor, or office ſoeuer they were. Het houſe 
moſt primeely and ſolemnly ordered, her vertuous 
ſtates ſet done by her godly Counſel, and ſigned 
with her owne brand (as it is to be feenc at this day) 


other places', and not of her alone, but of all her ho- 
norable retinue: her hower appointed for praier, 
no pleuſure, nobuſinefſe, no embaſſage, no King 
nor Reiſar could omct interrupt. No o withip her 

it! 5 < 8 


and worſhip of God. Sheefell downe often on her 
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the Ohuppell was moſt reuerently regarded, of all 
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dores,nor any word or deedwhich might offend the 


ingof 
Ho yet thoſe vſuall recreations which might 
verie well beſeeme the better fort of Chrilti- 


Her houſe thus wel reformed,according to the dif- 
poſion of her heauenlic mind, though ſhe waxed in 
cares, yet ſhee walked forth of herdoores into the 


| arueſt ofthe Lord,wherby the way looking vp, ſne 
1 viewedthe N. ofthe — 
king in her wiſe and urs wh ary 29 oh 
were manye es id ot worthy perſons 
nnd man — but not ſo many well . 
as they be. Her thought was good, her intent | 


. happy. And what was that? 
ſeeing the harueſt great, and the laborers few, 
forthwith ſhee thoughtto ſend more laborers into 

the field ofthe Lord. And how? Shee pulled not 7 
downe manie litle Celles to build vp one great Col · 
ledge (as did the Cardinall,who liued not to ſee the 

end of his worke once begon) but wiſely waying the 
great inconuenience of walles without men, men 
without religiõ religiõ without knowledge, know - 

ledge without ſpirituall paſtors: ſhe founded an ex- 
cellent colledge in our vniuerſit of Cãbridge, after 


I — Big 
endowing it with landes & poſſeſſions, wi 
i —— . 
ber meanes many good and ſlilſnll workmen might 
ge- ſorth into the harueſt ofthe Lord. This branch 
ol true chriſtian charitie increaſed ſo much, & was 
I 03 lo 
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ſboue, which ſo honoured the name of that 
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ſo acceptable inthe ſight of God, that by the view 
therof the frameda more ſolemne portraiture in her 
breaſt: for not long after ſhe ſtil meditating how ſhe 
mightbeſt gratify the Lord oflight, who had put 
done her foes, and repleniſhed her hart with 
oy and gladnes, according to the true rule of profi- 
hole of Chriſt, ſne went from vertue to 
vertue, & from ſtrength to ſtrength, euen a litle be- 
fore her death, raiſing vp a moſt ſolmne & ſumptu- 
ous colledge, by her will founding therein ſeauenty 
fellowes according to the number of the ſeauentie 
Diſciples ſent out by our Sauiour Chriſt into the 
world to preach the Goſpel, for the good weale and 
proſperous maintenance whereof ſhee gaue very 
rich, ancient, faire, and good lands. Shee leſt them 
holſome and worthie ſtatutes, whereby a vertuous 
life might bee practiſed, and all now ledge, aſwel of 
tongues as ofſciences, might by her godly deuoti- 
on — happily attained. Laſtly hauing beſto- 
wed great landes & poſſeſſions for the maintenance 
oflectures in Hebrewe, in Greeke, in Latine, in A- 
rethmetike, Rhetorike, Logicke,Philoſophie, Geo- 
metrie, Mathematick, Phiſick, Aſtronomy, Diuini- 
ty, and ſuch diſputations, with other profitable ex- 
erciſes belonging to the ſame, She cleaped this lat- 
ter colledge by the name ofthat Diſciple whom the 
Lord ſo loued, that he let him leane vpon his breaſt. 
Te do h h rin, For whoſe ſake we loue another 
him we loue much more. And ſurelie this moſt ver- 
tuons princes loued our Lord Ieſu with a perfect 
diſciple 
whom 


whom the Lord loued ſo much:neither did her wor- 
thie deuotion conteine it ſelfe within theſe walles, 
but proceded like the pleaſant flowing riuer , which 
giueth moiſture to the paſtures round about it: In 
that ſhee founded a diuinitie lecture to be read pub- 
liquely in Cambridge, and an other in Oxford, with 
many other gratious deeds elſewhere, To theſegood 
ftuits, which this worthie tree ofthe Lords vineyard, 
did ſend forth plentifully, (nder whoſe ſhadow ma- 
ny of vs pore ſoules, are ſhrowded from the nipping 
cold in Winter, and the ſcorching heat of Summer 
at this daie ) the Lord diſtilled the heauenlie deaw 
of his ble fling vnto her heart, giuiug her a moſt 
deuout and heauenlie minde here vppon earth: to 
which all the treaſure in the world is nothing com- 
parable, with pefect honor, & true heartie loue of al 
good Chriſtians . | 

To which hee added a faithfull and louing pro- 
miſe, made vnto the iuſt, ſetting her moſt princel 
ſonne vppon the ſeat of the kingdome, while 
ſhe liued. And after her death, his childrens chil- 
: dren, which wee ſee with our cies at this day to our 
great ioy, peace and comfort, moſt heartily praying 


God to graunt her a long and proſperous reigne, in x;..,, 
this world, and in the world to come euerlaſting fe. Regina. 


licity, Amen. 


Amen is already ſaid, & my prayer to God ſhal be 


amen. But thend & period is not yet: ſith in the field 
ofthe Lord there is good ſeede and tares, holeſome 
| hearbes and weedes: ſweet roſes and ſtingingnettles 

We haue now ſhewed plainly the fruitful ſeede of 
this garden, and the ſweete fragrant flowers gro- 


wing 
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uns Euerard Dig bie 
wing in the ſame, which daily ſend vp a moſt ſweete 
amel into the noſtrils of the Lord, much like the o- 
doriferous ſmell of /acobs garmentes, vhich greatlie 
delighted the ſenſes of his olde father I ſaac, or lyke 
the pretious oyntment powred on the head of Aa. 
dan downe his beard euen to the hemme of 


bg 


- Amongſ{tthewhich good trees now named, as 
there are many paſſing pleaſaunt flowers, ſpringing 
out of many ed ſundry ſoiles, ſo the peareles pearle 

Tie roſe the flower of flowers, the roſe of England, being ioy- 
of Englãd. ned with the reſt, doth make the noſegay full faire, 
and ſweet,whoſe pleaſant ſme! rage . is ſo hole- 

ſome to the head, and comfortable tothe heart : be- 

cauſe the oyle thereof doeth comforte the bruſed ſi- 

newes, lowſeth the dried iointes, and mittigateth 


ſwelling E the whole bodie: The Lord 


hold his holie hand ouer this flower, and preſerue it 
to his glory, according to the tenor of that old verſe: 
Hec roſa virtntis de cœlo miſſa ſereno, 
| Eternum florens,regia ſceptra tenet. 
This roſe of Lao tern ſent from heauen, hol- 
ding the kingly ſcepter of this lande, ſhall flouriſn 
for euer. 5 
And good cauſe why . Sith the roote thereof is 
firmely fixed on the ſouth- eaſt ſide of this orchyard. 
Ouer which the ſunne of heauen hath ſpred his bleſ- 
ſed beames ſo plentiſully, that the ground thereofis 
freſh and greene, the flowers faire, the ſmell ſweete, 
the fruit moſt plentiful and verie V holeſom. Which 
becauſe it yeeſdeth the firſt and ſweeteſt taſte, vnto 
the ſpowſe of leſu Chriſt, hee hath bleſſed it e 
. aue 


haue heard, and it 
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bleſſed, And though Thee _ . IJ 
the vnworthieſt of many thouſandes, to walkerho- _ 1 
row this orchard of the Lorde: Let if it ſhall pleaſe 0 
you of your curteſie to accompam mee vnto the of 

ther ſide, ye ſhall ſee by the way, that wee müſt de- Pfal. 3e. 
cline from euill, and doe good: that on this {ide of | 
the orchyard bee many faire and large trees: whoſe 
bowes be faire, the leaues be greene, the fruit is well 
ſeeming, but yet it hangeth ſo high, that it will not 
come done, the bowes are ſo ſtiffe, and the trees ſo 
vntractable, that they will not once bend themſelues 
on —4 hande of the moſt louing ſpowſe of Teſus 
And therfore as the Lord of his mercie hath bleſ- 
ſed thoſe abundanthy, which loue his ſpouſe, & nou- 
riſh his children: jo on the contrary, hee maketh . 5 
thoſe trees barren. which yeeld him no fruite. He ta- 
keth the iuice from them, ſo that their bowes wi- 

ther, their leaues fall from them: the bodie dieth:the 

tree is cut downe with his ſharpe axe, or elſe with 

great force pulled wp by the roote,and caſt into con- 
ſuming fire. But if the ranke root of the euill tree, be Math 3: 
ſo full of naturall corruption, and venimous poiſon, 
that it ſucke out the iuice from the good trees neere A 
adioining thereto, which yeelde wholeſome fruires 43 
vnto all his ſaints , then the Lorde he ſendeth forth 1 
his ſpirite of mighty force and tempeſt, which bre - 4 
keth the bowes 1 rendeth the tree in ſunder. Hee Pal.. 
prepareth moſt exquiſite tormentes, and vntolle- 9 
rable dolours , for all thoſe which impoueriſh 


his Church, which N eee the ſhepheardes of his 
0 


* flocke, which treade done the ſides of his ſunple 
| R folde, 
8 | 
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 Pfalrzs, folde, and e N lambs, thorow / the gre- 
4 die and heatheniſh deſire, which they haue to the 
the goods ofthis world. From this corrupt fountain 
ſpringeth, the vncertaine and the wretched cares of 
mans life: in that cuery one is ſet on fire, with the 
parks of infinite deſires. Beeing once tottered in the 
chariot of this vncertaintie: man walketh in a vayne 
ſhadow , & diſquieteth himſelfe in vaine. His hart is 
=. ſet on vanitie, and all his purchaſe is the ſorrowfull 
1 fruits oftlie fleſh. Though honor and riches haue no 
8 Bernard ſtabilitie: though the ſtrength of man is like a bruſed 
reede, which we bteake in ſunder with our fingers: 

thogh the whole world be a fea of troubles, & all the 
prolperities therof waues of perpetuall diſquietnes: 

yet man, ſinful man, preſumptuous, diſobedient, vn- 

ſatiable man: though his eies be weake and dim, yet 

will he aduenture to looke againſt the radiant ſunne: 

though he be blind, yet will he walke: though he bee 
weake, yet wil he ſtrive againſt the ſtrongeſt ſtream: 
though he be nakediyet will he offer himſelfe, to the 

ſtroke of death: though the drinke be deadly poiſon: 
yet becauſe the colour is good, the cup pleaſant, the 
firſt taſt therof ſweet: he wil drinke a large draught, 
till the taſt of his toong empoyſon his owne hart: till 
his pleaſure breake out with roaring paine: till his 

bodie be dried vp, and til his ſoule all conſumed with 
lob. 10. ſinne, cry out with /ob : Tedet animam meam vite mee : 

it irketh me of this wicked life. 

Though this bee thus: and daily example of 
thoſe which deſcend before our eyes into the graue, 
dooth tell vs all this plainely: yet wee daily carke 
and care, for this carkaſſe of ours, knowing well it 
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is but duſt, wee deſire ſweete meates, which empoi· Gena. 
ſon the ſoule: wee reuerence, we feate: moſt ſer- 
uilely wee admire worldly honour, which is lighte 
than vanitie it ſelfe. The wiſe ; high, mightie ho- 
norable, politike rulers ofthis world; trouble them 
ſelues all the dayes of their life, in ſetching iu ca- 
ſting, in compaſſing, goods, lands, honour, domini- 
on and power. | 7 107 ys . 4 f 

They riſe vp earely, and goe to bed late (as ſayth 
the prophet) they cate the bread of carefulnes, they 
ſearchandſceke many newe waies. They inuente . 
many ſtrange pollicies: they aduenture many great 
daungers: they looſe many frendes: they vndoo 

many poote ſchollersꝭ widowes, and fatherles chil - 

dten, euen to the loſſe of their one ſoules, and yet 
they ſay, they loue the Lord and his holy temple. O 

ſinfull harts beſotted with ſenſualitie. | 
Can that ſhippe be ſafe which is — with euerie 

ſurge of the ſea, and ouerwhelmed with euery blaſt 
of wind ? can that minde bee quiet, which boyleth 
with ſundry flames of fire? Is there any ſuretie in. 
lightnes it ſelfe > any certainetie in outwarde for. 
rune? any ſafetie in perpetuall warre ?-any ſecuri- 
tie in preſent daunger? any frendſhippe in open 
defiaunce? any felicitie in ourwarde riches? anye 

religion in ſpoyling the Church!!! 

Be there tO heauens that wee ſhould make our 
paradiſe heere on earth or is the Lords arme ſhor .: 
tened, that hee can not execute his will? or his 
iuſtice decayed, that the ſinners ſhoulde eſcape 
vengeaunce? Is hee aſleepe, that hee is not ſtir- 
red vp with the outrage * n 
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or is hee deafe, that hee heareth not the crie ofthe 
poore ? or blinde that he ſeeth not the pride of the 
world openlie diſclaiming the brightnes ofthe hea- 
No the Lord is not ſlack as ſome count ſlack- 
nes. He which made the heauens ſo high, moſt 
4 | ue, he beholdeth the loweſt, the pooreſt the 
Tun. 1 ſimpleſt creatures here below. He which made the 
| Feeuare, hee will heare the crie ofthe and hee 
which made the eie, hee will beholde the ſcarres, 
1 which be inflicted on the face of his beloued ſpowſe 
3 In his compaſſion, hee ſhall pittie her, and in his 


Pet. z. 


iudgement he ſhall dra forth the two edged ſword 
Palm, 18, Of his wrathfull indignation. Heſhallriſe vp like the 
Gyant to the battaile, and ſhall paſſe forth as the 
Lyon to deuour his praie. Hee ſhall redouble the 
wickedneſſe of his enemies into their boſoms . 
; © Hee ſhall caſt downe the houſe on their heads. 

Ne ſhall bring the curſe of their deſert vpon them, 
and whois able towirhſtand the uric of his wrath- 
full indignation? to endure his anger? or to ſuffer 
his heauie diſpleaſure ? though ſome men proſper 
forawhilewith tharwhich is not their one, being 
reſerued to a greater deſtiny: yet let thoſe which 

hope for the ſaluation of Iſrael, learne ro'feare the 
Lord aright. Let vs not abuſe the long patience & 
louingkindnes which the Lord hath ſhewed in ſpa- 
Sapien. 1g. ringvsfolong.” Igrant the Lord is merciful, & lon 
| ſuffering, full of patience and mercie, fore grieue 
with the death oſa ſinner. But yet he is juſtin reuen- 
ging che iniuriesof his ſpowle. | 
Ian offer iniurie to the king, or to a noble mã, 
8 7 | or 
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or to a meane man before his face, he will reuenge 
it preſently: but if wee offer violence to the ſpowle 
of Chriſt, or the dead, or the fatherleſſe, or the in- 
nocent, which cannot ſpeake for themſclues , nor 
_ their owne cauſe: then know that the Lord 
ath taken the defence of theſe to himſelfe. 

Hee which dwelleth in the heauens, hee ſeeth it. 
Though his blow be long in comming , irpearceth 
deepe euen into the Marrow and the bottom of the 

ſoule, and that to the third and fourth generation of g. od 20 
them that hate him . Hee beareth long with them 
but when he commeth he payeth home. 

Hee ſuffereth the wicked to deuiſe many vnlaw- 
full means, whereby they waxe rich in this world. 
He letteth them paſſe on their courſe oft times, with 
great proſperity, euen many yeares, & diuers liues, 
till at the length, when the 45 of ſinne is ripe, and 
the firſt ſower thereof is readie to reape a plentifull 
harueſt of his vngodlineſſe, then beſides the danger 
of the ſoule, the ſowthwinde ariſeth , the heauens 

ouercaſt, the outragious tempeſt breaketh out of 
the cloudes aboue, it paſſeth, it pearceth, it ouer- 
throweth, ſo that the harueſt which hath bene ſo 
many yeares in growing, of a ſodaine is cleane di- 

ſtroyed, and vaniſheth out of ſight. | 
Though thou haue thonſandes of landes, and 
tenne thouſandes more than the auncient inhe- 
ritance of the fathers : Though thy money bee 
heaped in bagges , and thou wallowin thy wealth, 
hauingall thinges at thine owne will: yer ifthou 
haue robbed thine owne 'mother , to enrich thy 
treaſure, thou ſhalt bee a fatherleſſe childe , and 
R 3 achild- 
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no parents, inwhoſe preſence thou maieſtioy, nor 
leaue any childe behinde thee, to weepe for thee at 
thy graues ſide. Pf 
Nay chat which is a viſible curſ: thy goods for 
which thou haſt drudged ſo ſore, when thou art 
dead ſhall bee tranſlated, into the handes ofthine 
=p enemies to the end they may ſtrongly bee auenged 
A of thy deareſt friendes . _ 
Reg 4.10 O let not your cies bee blinded with carnall 
delight, and too much carefulneſſe of this earth- 

lie bodie, let not the delights of the fleſn, blot 


RE 
© ER 
. 
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out the well meaning motions of the ſpirite. 

Be wiſe betimes and vnderſtand this true rule of 
the ſpirite, leaſt the terriblenefſe of the example 
cauſe you to tremble at the firſt ſight, and after 
further view breede great amaſement in your hart 

and conſcience. erh 1 U Te 

It thou haue children , and childrens children, 
7 and great ſtore of earthie offices, honors, and dig- 
0 nities for them all: yet it thou ſpend more time and 
cate in prouiding for them, and herein count 
more of thine one honour, now begunne and 

- budding in thy poſteritie, then of the proſperitie 
ofthe Church of Chriſt , of his diuine worſhip of 

of his holie miniſters : Thy wife ſhall prooue a 
ſinging e in thy boſome ; thy children ſhall 

bee waſtfull diſtroyers of that which thou fo cares 
fullie haſt built vp: thy bodie agoniſned with 
fſundrie malladies, altogether vncurable, thy gro- 
ning daie and night will marre thy melodie concei- 
ved of thine abundance of riches: thy hart-ſhall 

8 c quake 
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quake with doubrfull feare of thine enemies:death 
will double the diſcord of thy diſquietneſſe: and 
if thou were the mightieſt and Wn puiſſant prince 
in the. world, yet if thou count of any earthlie 
thing, before or in compariſon of God and his 
| holie Church, (vnleſſe thou repent) thy deſire 
ſhall neuer proſper. 
Concerning this concluſion, I minde onelyto 
giue you a taſt, of which (if it pleaſe youro oe 


vie Celſus of Verona hereunto annexed, yee ſhall celfus of 
find the whole ſeruice repreſented in ſundry deynty Vetona. 


diſhes. , which manie wicked worldlings take trom 
the miniſters of the Chuch, ſetting them on their 
owne tables . | 
Hee hath deſcribed the whole courſe, and na- 
med ſundrie coſtlie meates , whereon the Vene- 
tians vſed to feede, adioyning thereto their ſow- 
er ſawces: which once receiued in at the mouth, 
but hardlie afterwardes digeſted : did breede great 
hart burninges , in their breaſtes, And good cauſe 
why : for if the Lord promiſe long life and hap- 


pie daies to them which dutifullie honor their fa- Exodao 


ther and their mother: ſhall hee not pull out his 
flaming ſworde of indignation, and cutte of the 
line of their poſteritie, which diſhonor their ſpi- 
rituall mother the holie church? pilling and pow- 
ling her of her iewels, ornamentes, auncient liberties 
& large poſſeſſions, making her loathſome euen in 
in the ſight of the heathen? 

If thy louing mother tooke thee vp out of the 
wilderneſſe, from the mouthes of manie wilde 


beaſtes : if ſhee brought thee in her louing armes 


into 


3 
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Honorius 
Solitarius, 
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into her hiouſe, and lapped thee warme in her ẽ me 
clothes, if ſhe ſuckled thee with her tender bteſtes, if 
ſheſuſtained many great loſſes, & harde aduentures 
in bringing thee vp: it ſhe ſuffered many troubles & 


daungers in defending thee: nay it ſhee have beene 


moſt greeuouſly perlecuted,once, twile, thriſe, nay 
more than tenne times for thy ſake : is it not barba- 
rous crueltie for thee when thy mother is olde, to 
take her iewels from her necke, her clothes from hir 
backe, her houſe ouer her head, her meate out of hir 


hande ? Wilt thou ſcratch the teate that gaue thee 
ſucke? ox diminiſii the liuing ofthe Church, which 


giueth the ſpirituall foode for the ſouleꝰ though the 
holy ſcripture had not once mentioned it, yet the 
law of nature dooth threaten a dreadfull doome, to 


all thoſe which deſtroy their one parenrs: & God 


Reg. 4. 


the Creator of nature it ſelfe, dooth neuer leaue it 
vnpuniſhed. 

Let vs propound vnto our ſelues, the life, the ho- 
nour, the dignitie, the bleſſed memotie, and immor- 
tall glorie, ofthoſe worthie princes already menti- 
oned. And on the contrary, the ſiniſter beginnings, 
the euill ſucceſſe, the miſerable endes ofallthoſe. 
which neglected the glorie of God, and the proſpe- 
rous eſtate of his Church, which of all Chriſtians, 


eſpecially of all true nobilitie, ought moſt to bee ab- 


horred . Doe but lift vp your eie, and looke at tboſe 
which haue ſhaked their head at Sion, & by ſhaking 
of Sion her ſelfe, haue meant to ſtrengthen them- 
ſelues on all ſides. Fixe your eies ſtedfaſtly, yea but a 
little, on thoſe oracelefle ympes, & after many great 


plagues and deſtructions ſent on them, ye ſhall 1 
| the 


N anie time in anie nation, dicainihedthe 


3 anni andinchehouſs ofthe 
wicked rio man leſte. His habitation ſhalbe voide, 
and there ſnall no man remaine to ſaie, with the 


olde Prophet, alas my brother , alas my vnckle, a- 
las my lbouing father. Nowe hauin bent our eyes 


_ eee ebe Yer) e tvslooke in- 
s paſt, and ſre if euer the Godly were ve- 
—— e, or that the enemies of the Church 
of God, euer continued long in ——.— 
which anie waie impared the Church, p 
. 


waies beene moſt ielous, ouer his belou 
Tell mee if you 


good, canyounameanie what f 


ver; which at 
wehre beit 
the hondur: che ſafetie ofthe church of Ari, 
gane, the handes of the almightie? Dauids 
_ ſhewe breade”, , in the dayes of Abis- 

Preeſt, is aunſwered by the Lord of 
truth exircame neceſſuie deoue him cherevnto: and 
wer nn write) hee might more ſafely doe 
becauſe he was both a Prophet and a ling, herein 


J 7 perſon of a ſauiour Chriſt, — 


a preeſt, and a Prophet. But let vs proceede 
bing the ſooch of our coticluſion. The L he L ord 
inexeccuting his wr nem hath no reſpecte of 
perſons neither pardoneth he this greeuous volun- 
ee of detracting from the Church, ſo eaſi- 

as hee dooth other ſinnes of mfirmide; $5 
1 oo rather hee ſheweth his moſt ſeuere 2 5 
roenc,apanſthoſe e juing of the ” 


Dr 
bee ſo olde, ot our memone 
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uit from the Church;andimproptiate the ſame vntõ 

+ themlclues,cheir wives and heir children. Ely was 
Er. ie old Prieſt aud verie learned. He was io belo- 
ved of the Lord sthar by the mouth of God, het and 
his ſcedeyver — — pointed to miniſter in the houſe of 

God, hee had freedome and prerogatiue of the 
Paal ts:and he onelie had the gof the Arlee, 
— ſacrifice of God in his daies. Till at the 


1 ans K or 
oughtvnto his holy ſacrifice: applied the vſe thereof 
more to the feeding of their one ſelues, then to the 
0 ———— ifying IE 7: a 


. 


| ——— —— — 
— 
to the Lord,w — none 
bo —— ————— 
it deep into the caudron, & hat piatx ſoet 
vp: that the Prieſt tooke to him dt; Thisdidehey vn 
— the people of Iſrael — Wn uin in 
the houſe of Sodat Silo.” Lea, 8before they burnt 1 
2 fat, the prieſtes boy 2 to him — 
ayi mea portiõ. t rieſt. 
1 will — do take boiled —— :br 
Imuſt — it rawe. To hom when he which offred 
vnto the Lorde, anſwered not ſo, but / according to 
the — le the — be burnt firſt, & tale then — 
your pleaſure. To whome the ed, nay but i 
You wilt not giue it — i 
| pou wilt or no. Herevpon the ſins of the * 
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of Elie, Hargeenourin theſight of Cod becauſe 
chey being ſintull leſh,tooketo theirownev 
which was beſtowed on the ſacrifice of the 
heauen. Elie heard all thoſe things of his ſonnes, and 
more then that: and he ſaid vnto chem verie mildlic: 
howe is ĩt my ſonnes that Lheare offach wickednes 
committed by you againſt the Lord? doe ſo no more 
my ſonnes, doe ſo no more. Conſuctwds peccands, tolls 
ſenſum peccati. They ſinned ſtill by dailie cuſtome 
without regard: they offended the Lord without 
morſe: the old father ſpaketo his ſonnes ſometimes, 
but ſo louinglie, that hee hated his children: that hee 
fed their humour, and nouriſhed them in their wan- 


my 


with ar- If one man 


33 lden ann — — 
As ie co eh enen. 


— — wich 


uor af he Lord: Alas 
. nature; — 

ſons:Was his ioy here vp — did he reioice 
more in his fleſh} childee then in the true ſeruiceof 
che Lordꝰbecauſe he loued the ifſu of his fleſh more 
chẽ the glory of Godz & maintained his childrẽ with 
ee e. was beſtowed on the worſhip of god, ther- 

re the Lord ſẽt a doble embaſſage vnto him Firſt y 
man of God told him p re- after this maner: Thus 
faith the lord:did notl plain ppearvnto y houſe of 
thy father, when he was in 5 in Pharaos 3 

an 


ſe, hat 
Godof 


ton een truth which — 


and his greateſt ioy was his 


——— 
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and: choſe: him out of all the tribes of Iſraell, to 
bee my Preeſt, to offer vpon mine alter, and to burne 
inc enſe, and to weare an Ephod before mee ? and I 
gaue vnto the houſe of thy father, all the burnt offe- 
tinges, made to mee by fite, oſthe children of Iſra-' 
ell. Wherefore haue you kicked againſt my ſacri- 
fice, and mine offeringe which I commaunded in 
my tabernacle: and honoureſt thy children aboue 
mee, to make your ſelues fatte of the firſt fruites of 
allthe offeringes of my people Iſraell > Wherefore 
the Lord God of Iſraell faith; I aide that thine 
houſe, and the houſe of thy father ſhould alle be- 
fore mee for euer. But nowe the Lord ſaieth: it ſhal 
not bee ſo, for them which honour me, hem Iwill 
honour. And they which deſpiſe mee, ſhall be diſ- 
piſed. Beholde the day ſhall came tliat Iwill cut of 
tine arme, andthe arme of th fathers houſe, and 

there ſhall not bee an olde man in thine houſe, and 


daie. This was the firſt Embaſſage 

was like vnto it, denounced by the childe Samuell 
in this manner: Behold Iwill doe a thing in Iſraell, 
that the eares of all which heare it, ſhall tingle. In 
that day, Iwil bring all the plagues againſt Elie, and 
againſt his houſe, which I haue already determined 
and I will iudge his houſe for ei · r and the iniquitie 
of his houſe ſhal not be done away , with offeringes 
and oblations for euer. Which when Elie heard, he 


ran oh cken with greefe of hart, hee ſaide- it is the 
Lord, let him doe as it ſeemeth beſt in his cies. Im- 
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mediatly aftet theſe offeces ofthe (5s of Ely againſt 
the Lord &chis holy worſhip, &the prophaning of 


the tabernale,which was a figure of the church: —— 


Philiſtnes moued battail againſt Iſrael, they won the 
ſield, they tooke the arke of the Lord: & in the ſame 


day Oppneꝝ and Pbines the ſons of Eye were ſlaine in 


the battaile. At which time, Ely ſitting vppon acell, 
trembling for feare ofthe arke, then gone forth into 
the e, he beeing blind, in the euening he hard 


aſorowfullnoiſe,through out the whole cittie, ee - 


& mourning & great lamentation: cuen in ſuch 
| BAR eſently to know the cauſe there · 
| of. Inthe ſame inſtant a meſſenger came running 
from the feelde in haſt, telling him that all Iſrael was 
chat day diſcomſited in the battaile: great effuſion of 
bloud in the middeſt of Iſrael}, with che death of his 
geg and Phineer,& alſo the arke of God, 


was taken by the Philiſtines. But when Elie hearde 


the arke of God named he fell downe backward fro Nes . 


his ſeate & brake his necke. O tlie dreadfull iudge- 
ment of the Lord againſt thoſe , which tale awaie 
the liuing giuẽ to maintaine his holy worſhip. Here 
we ſee the truth of Elies ſpeach: if man ſinne againſt 
man, there may be an attonement made betwixt thẽ 


bir fuse againſt God, if he diminiſh tlie glory 


ofthe Lords temple, to increaſe his own honour, of 
feed himfelſe, his wife, his children wich the goods 
giuen to the worſhip of the lord, & his holy temple: 
who ſhalt intreate for him?thoſe which by weakenes 


ofthe fleſh {in of infirmity,tothEthe Lord wilmore 
eaſily grant pardõ. But ifthou lift thine hand: againſt 


the mighty God of heauen & earth: & willing di- 
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140 Diem Digbie 
miniſh the worſhip of his holy name thẽ tremble & 


ed on the Church. Though 


fear & reper indeed, for not tlie malefactox only: but 
his father, hisbretheren, his citie his coumtrie where 
his wickednes is ſuffred,ſhalbe grieuouſſie puniſhed 


bythe hand of God in peace, &vanquiſhedbyrhe 
enemie in the daie of battail. Herein borh Clerꝑie & 
Temporaltie are to take example of the puniſhmẽts 
which light on thoſe, that diminiſh or alter the obla- 
tions, & — yrs) =_— 5 —— Prin- 
ces, & other wel diſpoſed people, hat eſtow 

i heirheattebe fo Bade- 
ned that thiey doe not feare, andrheirconfcienceſo' 
brauned that they cry to thoſe, which ſhew forth the 
dreadfull iy, ee, the Lord, in this caſe: Talke 
on, giue me the goods: & therein tabæ the ſat of the 
Church liuings, and ſeaue the leane fot thoſe which 
miniſter at the Altar ofthe Lord: Vet let them aſſure 
tchemſelues, that the Lord wil come, & wil not defer; 


nnd till he come he hath laid vp a heauĩe indgement 


for them, againſt the daie of diſtreſſe. In the battaile 


they ſhallbediſcomforted ; their ſonnes ſhall periſh 


with the fword, themſelues ſhall dietheſamenightr, 
&they ſhalknow that it is the Lord. He wilbeferued 
firſt, & none but he, He wil haue the beſt of our lands 
oods &c children, & none but he. He will haue the 
ingdome, the power, & tlie glorie, & none but he. 


There ſhal no iniquity remain in his houſe. Neither 
is he liketo ſinful man, that he wil grant childiſh diſ- 


penſations,contrarie to his own laws. He hath gran- 
ted no priuiledge of euil life, to anie perſon whatſoe- 
uer. tlie King offend, hee ſpareth not his goods, his 
lands, his childrẽ his life, his honor. If the people fin, 
he raiſeth a ſtrong & ſtrange people againſt chem in 


Hit Diſuaſiue. 
war, or ſendeth a ſecret peſtilence to 2 them at 


home in peace. If the prieſt conuert the offerings of 


the Lords worſhip,vnto 6c be 1 wife 
& children it be that old man Elie, yet 
3 See ieth ſhal ſlie before their 
enemies, his ſons ſhall die on the edge ofthe (word, 
be ſhalbtealł his neck down backward,theark ofthe 
CL “ond ſhalbe taken by the vncircũciſed Philiſtines, & 
(that which is the core of this moſt grieuous plague 
re) the glory ofthe Lord ſhal depart from the land. 
Tuunc tua res gi ur paries chm proximm ardet; if iud Et 
beginatthe 


14. 


ſcof God what ſhallbe amongſt he | 


Regt, 4 


: 


eltranged ſinners , ifthe fier be already fo kindled in 
the greene tree,whatſhallbecome ofthe drie? If the | 
Lorde thus ſeuerelie puniſhed his prieſt (whom hee 


choſe vnto himſelſe) for diminiſhing the ſacriſice & 


the ſolemnity therof: with what ſword wil he reuenge 


the diſgraces of his holie Temple, amongſt the hea- 


then, or the greedie Atheiſts, which ſpolle hir ofhir 
dailie maintenance, ot hir pretious clothing, ot hit 
ſolemn foundations, of hir wel beſtowed lands? Vou 


being onlie man, & yee haue heard of the fruit of his 
hleauenly wiſdome, euen the building of a holy tem- 
ple vnto the Lord. If heauenly wiſedome built it vp, 


1 Kknowthat Salomõ was the wiſeſt man that euer was 


thenſinful folly pulled it don, & don it came. But 


wil you ſee with what countenãce, the Lord beheld 
that fact? That mightie Monarch Nabuchodonozes 


1 - amongſt his encrall Warres and famous victories, 


he conquere Jeruſalem and raſed the walls, he ſpoi · 


| led the Temple, and tooke away ſome of the golden 
bveſſels of the houſe of God, placing them in his lem. 39. 
e mple before his Idols, wherein the learned obſerue 


[ 


Nabucho- 


donoſer. 


„ 


W 5 0 
648, g 2 * ö 5 S N 22 A U 
* — of ds lon —ö Eats ea W $92 97 9 + q WF og „ £2 A 
a ” 7 TR ä r n 7 F * 4 4 = N © 
. 8 F I Bo ts: , 2 
— WWW ©] 5 dy 1 . 0 F CORE 8 
8 r 1 9 8 * ir * F 2 WN * * 7 7 5 
4 N p | : 4 
- » 
. 
K 5 
: : : 7 
— x FI 4 4 
* ; 
4 \ "> 1 * ; 
; . 4 
wy *. 
8 3 
- N 5 £4 * 
> * * 
* 


chache had ſoinecanſtience;in taking ſorie of the 
veſſels & not all, & in vſing them only in the temple 
of his gods, not in his owne houſe , He was a migh- 


: tie Emperor, & as his dominions were greater then 


Daniel +) 


thoſe of other princes, ſo was his hartlitr vp io prid; 
aboue all other men: therefore the Lord he put the 
mighty man from his ſeate, hee diſarmed him of all 
his power, he made him naked of al his glory, he re- 
mooued the crowne of golde from his head, & that 
which argueth what manner of men they be, which 
laie violent handes on the temple of God, he tooke 
from out his breſt, the vnderſtanding hart of man, & 
placed therein a brutiſhe beaſtly heart together with 
the ſhape of an Oxe, which hath hornes and hoofs, 
and eateth Haie. Hoon emo him ſtom the 

rincely pallace;and turned him loſe into the wilde 
ERS amongſt the beaſts of the wood. His bo- 
dy was wet with the dewe of heauen, his drinke was 
the water oſ the puddle:& his ſolace was the com- 
pany of brute beſts. He led this dul & deadly liſe, for 
ſeuen yeres:j hee might learne to know the God of 
heauen: to regard his truth, to giue him al honor and 

lory:which after the Lord of his mercy & wiſdom, 
Ee him to his kingdome he did moſt wil- 
lingly & plainely en arcs in theſe words: 


Daniel.. I Nabuchedonozer,do lad, magnify, & extoll aboue 


al things, / king of heauẽ & earth, &c. Though after 
this ſtrange chaſtiſement, he was woderfully hum- 
bledin the ſight of God & man: yet the corruptiõ of 
the fathers bloud did finke ſo depe intothe bones of 
his fon king Balthaſar, that when he was at a ſolemne 
\feaſt amõgſt his princes & the nobilite of his court: 


being 


ht & his princes, his nobles zwiues & concubines, in 
:abrauery fal ghrinbeig them. It was ſo — — 4 
.dicbeate and drinke inahe veſſels, onging 
'temple of the Lorde they £2 chey praiſed rhei 2 
but by the way, the wine hic h ratedmentero his | 
lips came cold to his hart. For in the ſame 
8 was king. ri ane __ the o 75 
ſtandli the table: 2 t e fingets 
a 3 on the wall which once diſcri- 
ed, by the king himſelfe: hee beheld it with a gaſtly 
Vole, and fearefully eipriſed with the ſetters, which 
appeared in his ge colour chaunged his heart 
panted, his ſpirit was troubled, his raines were loo- 
ſed, and his ber chrunke vnder him. Straightway in 


which was chis Mare, Ti echel; Pharos expoundin 

| theſe three words in this manner: Maus, that i is,God 
hath numbred thy kingdom, & broght it to an end: 
Tecbel, thou art weighed in the ballaunce, & thou art 
found too light: Pharet, thy kingdome is diuided, & 
giuen to the Aedet & Perſſant. This was the ſentence 
of the Lord againſt that mightie king, for tranſlating 
his veſſels appointed for his holy ſacrifice, vnto 
prophane vſe: & the execution was not long defer- 


red: for the ſelfe ſame night in which he preſumed — 


to drinke in thoſe holy veſſels, hee was ſlaine in his 

+ owne houſe. Though the Lost do not alwaies ſende 
ſuch manifeſt & ſpeedy reuenge on all thoſe, which 
take the goods of the holy church vnto their priuate 
T vies, 


_—_ x; 59 
be T3 


temple o lereſal ſhould bereuen intohim = 


great haſt heeſentfor Daniel, who read the writing, Daniel. 5. 
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patience of the Lord, for his ſword is ſharpe, & pat- 
eth ſwiftly, betwixt the ſoule and the ſpirit, like the 
lightning breaking om of the cloud. Think not that 
he is forgetſull, becauſe the fact is nowe paſt ot vn- 
iuſt, becauſe ee lieth hid : or partial, that 
without repentance he ſhould ſuffer any ſin to ſcape 
vnpuniſhed;inany perſon whatſocuer, from the be- 
-ginning of the world vnto this day. Dauid was a holy 
anda kingly propher,a man euen according to Gods 
-owne hart: his cies beheld the vaine beaunc of a wo- 
man, where with his hart was ſtraight inflamed, and 
ſet on fire within his breſt: hee tooke his poote ſub- 
ics wife, and ſent her husband to wars, where hee 
was ſlaine : he loued, he killed, and after that he poſ- 
ſeſſed the woman, & had by hir agoodly boy. What 
follow eth in the text of holy ſcripture ? the prophet 
Nut has brought him aheauic meſſage fro the Lord, 
ſaying : it is euen thou; thou haſt ſinned againſt 
the Lord and thy poore ſubiect: thou haſt ſlaine 
rias the Hetbite, and married his wife: wherefore the 
ſworde ſhall not departe from hine houſe fot euer. 
This was the defiance of the Lorde ſounded againſt 
king Dauid, by the mouth of Nathan the prophet, to 
which the great alarum was not vnlike. For the Lord 
did viſite the little childe, which he had by7/ria- wite 
wich ſickneſſe. For whome Dauid prayed vnto the 
Lorde moſt inſtauntly, that hee would ſpare the 
childe. Hee prayed long, hee faſted religiouſly, 
hee tnourned, hee remained in the darke 3 hee put 
onfackecloth and aſhes ; hee lay vppon the colde 


ground; 


round; his elenden could not intreate 
Fim to take any meate for ſeuen dayes, in the ende 
whereof, the Lord tooke away the fruit ofhis ſinfull 
delight, euen „ ee 
he { laben. 29113 1% 


t übern yet to ſhewerhat the ehe 
| ſhould bes no leſſe mottall ham thefodaine; 
Suen before to the maine battaile:zheLondeNit. 
red vp his owne ſonne in armes againſt him and 
armed the people {6 ſtoutly withrebellious heartes, 
in deſire of his deſtruction : that it wasfaide plaine- 
e king g that all Iſraell were 5 in armes 
agamſt m, and ſo todeſtroꝝ him. 
8 EY people was foloihitie; * * 
olent, 4 —— viz. for the time, that the 
king forfeare ; fledde out of his owne pallace; and 
dukt not ſaye therein, t hee had ſheived 
7 ſignes of Hartie rep W and tlie Lorde 

ad ſayde, that hee would rumember / his mer - 
cies, promiſed vnto him: the retreate was not fully 
ſounded, but the Lorde puniſhed the ſinnes ofthe 
king cher with tire death of ſeuentie thauſand 
of his ſubiectes, deſtroyed with the plague which 
hee ſent amongiſi them: Whereby all men maye 
learne to feare the Lorde, knowing that hee is 
iuſt and holie, immutable, and not as man is, to 
bee pleaſed-with a faire worde-: but euen amongſt 
his choſen childteh hee ſendeth his] deuouring 
fwordeto cut of the oote df their ſinnes: and not to 
e eee IT 


dren. . — 111 7 OO 9113 ati. 
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87 Conceri 
ps, of Iſraell, who when hee could not en- 


ger 


ag alis wee haucacleate example in 


eee poor Nabotb to depart vnto him his vineyard 
inheritance of his forefathers : hee lay down 


po his bed, all ſick with griefe turnin hi $facefrom 
the companit towards the wall;he ig dforrowful. 
, but the phiſition was at his elbow, For there was a 
commiſſion preſently ſent forth, a court called, wit. 
neſſes examined ee condemned broughrforth, 
executed. | vg 


When Ales heirdofthis; 5 rbb bn tis wo 


he deſcended andtookepoſſeffion; But tlie Lord ne 


ſounded forth his trom 15 of defiance againſt him 
the mouth of Hela fayingphaftxtoy hill and 
taken poſſeſſion? behold 725 the ame place here 


the dogges licked the bloud of Nuborbytheyſhall alſo 
licke thy bloud, and 1 willcur ofthe line o 


ſteritit᷑ i ſo that l wil deſtroy from acbab . "a 
chat aketh · water agaitiſt the wall, Hehe Hearing 
thiszvaslwonderfollie ſorie unt we xo in his hart, ſo 
that he rent his garment; faſting and praying infack- 
clothandaſhes; Therefore the Lord had un eie to 
n e ſorrow and recomforted hm by the 

Hier gaying: Becauſe thou huſrhumbled 
2 hy voicey this call hall not ce im tliy 
daies; but in thy ſonnes daiesz and yet not one iot of 


che word of the Lotd failed concerning his death, 


Nęr aſvet cheeeyears; there aroſe ar wars betwixt 
Ifuetfandche Aſſirians, avvthiclking 24446 beir 
ſorewotided vnderthefidewnhwrarrow,the blon 
ran dove into the chariot; andhe died! 'and they wa⸗ 
ſhed the Chariot in the pole of Samaria , and the 
⁰õ,jL £T dogges 
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dogs licked his bloud, in the ſelfe fame place, where 
hee ſpilt the bloud of the innocent Naboth,” His el- 
deſt ſonne Ioram was partaker of this puniſnment 
| ſent from God, for hee was ſhot betwixt the ſhoul- 
ders by the handes of Iebu, being caſt out of his cha- 
riot into the fielde of Nabeth , Alſo his wife /eſabe/ 
the deuiſer of this ſinne ſhee was caſt out of her 
window downe vpon the pauement, where (her 
brains daſnt out againſt the ſtones, her bloud ſprent 
põ the vvalles, her body bruiſed againſt the ground) 
When ſhe ſhould haue bin talen vp, thete was 
nothing found remaining ſaue onely her handes, her 
feet andi berſcawpe, as ĩt was ſpoken by the mouth 


Reg. 4. 


leſabel. 


of eu Dugges thall cate the fleſh of Zeſabe/in the 


fieldes of leſtaell. w 1085 Pac] 
Laſtly (that wee may behold the ſeuere judges 
ment of the Lord againit thoſe which take away o- 


ther mens poſſeſſions though Achab leſt great ſtore 


of Children behind him; euen yo. ſonnes in Sama - 
ria: ſa that it ſeemed verie likely in the eie of man, 
that hee ſhould neuer want iſſue to ſitte vppon 

his ſeat, yet the Lord in one day by the hand of les 
Vu deſtroyed them all: their heads were cut of at his 
tommaundement ; and laid on heapes by the citie 
gate to the end that all poſteritie might learne here. 
by: not to truſt in the multitude of their landes, au- 
thoritie and riches, or to hope too much in the ſuc- 
ceſſion of their carnal bodie: but to way the ſeuete 
iudgemeutes of the oſt all thoſe which 


deſire of earthly poſſeſſion, with the haſard of their 
one ſoules, willingly vndoo their poorg neigh - 
Suck 1 3 bours. 


neglect his honour, and which through a greedie 


Reg. 4. 
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bours and bretheren, ſor whom the Lord Ieſu the 


God of heauen and earth, hath ſhed his moſt pre- 


tlous bloud. O that carnall men would conſider 


Math. 46. 


wiſely; and way this concluſion truly in their hart 
that if the Lord did ſo ſeuerely puniſh Achab (an 
yet not the thouſand part which hee deſerued) for 
the taking away of one of his ſubiectes vineyardes, 
which lay verie commodiouſlie ſor him that hee 
died vnfortunately in the battaile, his Queene was 
eaten with dogges, his children cuen 70. beheaded 
all iwone day: what gricuous puniſhment hath hee 
prepared fot thoſewhichtake the houſe & vineyards 
of his beloued ſpouſe? which impouetiſhi his chil- 
dren of whom he hath ſaid, hee which hutteth you, 
hee toucheth the apple of mine eye? which eate her 
bread from her, and make her barren of her beſt be- 
loued children? Which place all their ſtudie and de- 
light in hording vp corruptible riches, not remem- 
bring how litle it auailetha man it he win the whole 
world, and looſe his one foule? Nay not conſide- 
ring the exceeding great bleſſings which the Lord 
continuallie powreth on them that mainteine his 
holie temple, and the extraordinarie curſes, where- 
with hee cutteth of the deſire and poſteritie of all 
thoſe , which either decay his holy church, or dimi- 
niſn the deuine worſhip of his holy name. 

Me thinks our eies ſhould not be ſo dim in this 
cleare light, that wee ſhould not ſee: nor our hearts 
ſo fleſnlie that wee ſhould not vnderſtand the willof 
the Lord, and his great iudgements againſt thoſe 
which maintaine themſclues by the goods of the 
church, being none of thoſe which do een or 
$350) | aue 
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haue any ſpecial functiõ in the ſame. Though we wil 
not vnderſtãd the feareful examples which the Lord 
hath ſhewed heretofore: Yer let vs ſo incline out 
owne hartes and waies, that of our ſelues we maybe ger 10 
ready rather to giue with the bleſſed; than to take a- 

way with the curſed. Let vs conſider with reaſon, 

that man is created fox the glory of God, not for his 

one glory: for the ſeruice of God, not for his one 
ſeraice; for the ſaluation ofthe whole man, euen 
body & ſoule, & not for a htle vaine delight, whileſt 

he liueth here in y fleſh. Herein let him xænow bythe 

rules of nature, ofreaſon, of ciuil lawes, & holy inſti- 
tutiò, that and rh ron the church, came tovs bytlie 

right of ſucceſſiõ: & bythe ſame right they are entai- 

led to ourpoſtetitie, & ſucceſſion ofour place & cal- 

ling for euer. If this bee ſo, thẽ the ſequel is moſt 
plaine& true, the goods of the church they are none 

of outsto giue, but whileſt we poſſeſſe thẽ̃, nor theirs 

to take: we offend in giuing, & they offend in taking 
away that, which is neither theirs nor ours. But (as Reg. 
Naborhs vineyard)the inheritance given by our fore- 
fathers, to vs & our ſucceſſion. We gaue you them 
ſay ſome, & ve may take them away. Not ſo, though 

the antecedent halt, yet fuppole it were true: the cõ- 
ſequent is altogether maimed. Though you had gi- 

uẽ that which you would faine take away, & though 
thoſe good deuonr ſoules, your aunceſtors, which ſo 
charitably prouided both for you & vs, liued at this 
day(whoſe life would be to them a double death, if 
their eies did ſee that which we ſee)yet that which 

thou haſt once giuen into mine hand, willingly wit- 
tingly law fully, thou canſt not take to thee * - 

_ 0 
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Who preſenteth a noble manwith a ſaire horſe ox 
a goodly dogge, & after the acceptance of the ſame 
with harticthanks, challengeth his gift again for his 
+: 427, abyne? Ifhis manners faile thus fare; yet is it right 
, orreaſon ſo to doe? Burifwee giue vata the Lorde 
3 and that freely, as we ought todoe, itywee confirme 
4 7a the ſame witli worde and deede, with witnes, hande 
4 Reg. 1. andfcale, and willing deliuerie, ſhal we beſg ſhame- 
les that befote the Lordes face, and in the ſight of all 
His ſaints, we will ſay: giue me my goodes; or theſe 
be my landes: or as the Prieſtes boy ſaide: if you will 
not giue me, Iwil take it? this is thus, or at the leaſt, 
10 — ſich thou which lately diddeſt walke be- 
lowe in order with thy brethren, art no well fatted, 
and they ſtill leane: thou haſt taken a higher flight, 
and aymeſt at a richer praye: thou haſt ſeene greate 
wars, & with the ſtraunge deuiſe of forraine ſleights 
thou breakeſt that, which will not bend: leauing the 
good country ſimplicitiezentring the vſual courſe of 
this flattering worlde, forgetting the plaine honeſt 
dealing of a true Engliſhman : thou art thereby wel 
4 inſtructed to liue, and ſo full ſoone thou decommeſt 
: very well learned: thou canſt the rule to catch on all 
ſides, and to hold faſt till death doth looſe the knot. 
In practiſe of this generall, thou reapeſt where thou 
ſoweſt not: thou Fagdeſt that which earſt was neuer 
loſt: thou receiueſt from the church, that which 
when thy conſcience ſeeth it within thy gates, it blu- 
ſhech red as aroſe, and burneth within thy hart, like 
q the flame of fire. That this flame may not onelie ap- 
1 eare without, but alſo conſume within, euen the 
3 heart, the life, and the ſoule: thou powreſt oyle into 
— 
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it, joining houſe to houſe, and land to land: turning 


poore meus commons into thine owne'priuate pa- 
ſture. With theſe two wings of violence, of a ſodain 
thou riſeſt from the earth, and with the helpe of the 
puffing winde, thou mounteſt ſwiftly ſo high, that 
the higheſt temples and mightieſt mountaines, to 
which before thou durſt ſcarce lift vp thine eyes, 
leaſt thy ry mo pans. wt — 2 
thy fight and throt cat-deſpoile almoſt out 

— In evans, remember that thou 
wert lowe before, and that thou muſt deſcend down 
into the earth from whence thou cameſt. | 


Thearrowe ſhotte vpright out ofthe bow when Gen. ;. 


it is at the higheſt it turneth backe, and ſwiftly fal- 
leth do vne to the place from whenee it came. The 
ſoaring fowle which flyeth moſt ſwiſte and high, 
whenmowlting time by kinde and courſe comes in, 
ofttimes dooth caſt her fayreſt feathers. Thoſe on 
whome this worlde dooth laugh moſt pleaſauntly, 
which haue the fawning of outwarde fortune at 
their one pleaſure, pleaſing themſelues in the 
high throne of honour and rule; let them conſider 
that the higher they climbe, the lower will be their 
fall: and that which is the corſey of their pompe:the 
higheſt boughes be moſt weake and brittle. This is 
the vaine hope of ſinfull man. 


What auaileth it to attaine the higheſt boughes pl s. 


lith on the ſame dooth hang the fruite of our perdi- 
tion? Canſt thou ſit ſurer and faſter on the higheſt 
boughes aboue; than olde Ely did on his Cell be- 
lowe, from which hee fell downe backe ward and 
brake his necke ? Flatter your 2 2 ſill (if you wil) 


_ * Eo 2s io ot pe A Fa oe "Fg ; N 
— — 5 Reef r ; RO EET ny F * | | . © A 
GT. WT 3 n * 7 . * * 4 — 7 
: 2 2 R te F 6. I 7 P £ I 
, 4 
: £ 


O yee wlüch diſtraine your mothers teate ſo harde, 

|rhar it droppeth bloud withall, and feed your ſelues 

with the doubtfull pleaſure ofthis ſinne, and when 

you haue ſatisfyed your thirſt , with the taſte of that 

which yee drinke too much: then aſſure your ſelues 

if God bee God, euen the God of Gods: if he be 

juſt, even juſtice it ſelſe: if he bee the fame he was 

Hebaz. (as faith the Apoſtle) the ſame yeſterday, to daye, 

and for euer: if hee bee true, which is the way, the 

5 the life, and the truth: moſt true, moſt holy, moſt 

3 eternal] : that waye. which you ſeeke to fave your 

Z life, yee ſhall looſe it: that meanes by which ye de- 

ſire to rayſe your ſelues, ſhall caſt you downe:thoſe 
goodes, which you laie vp in ſtore, for the main- 

| taining of your children; ſhall cutte off the line of 

their life, and cleane blot out all thy name and me- 

morie from off the earth: and that which you ſtu- 

g 175 to make your honour, ſhall bee your vtter con- 


N : 


| 


I Iftheglaſſenowe ſet before your face bee true, 
and if your fight bee good, why doe you not behold 
this ſpotte ofearth , wherewith your face is ſo be- 
ſprented ? But if your blindneſſe bee the fame, with 
his which will not ſee: behold yet I will ſet tlie glaſſe 
nearer to your face? and il Ican, I will ſo rubbe it, 
that the ſpotte of your diſgrace, maye more eaſily 
appeare lothſome vnto your cies. Hee which recei- 
Math io. ueth you, receiueth mee (ſaith our ſauiour Chriſt) 
3 and which honoureth you, he honoureth mee. No 
4 =" | doe ye but beholde a little, what reward, what coun- 


** 


tenance, what place, or credite, a poore learned 
| man hath amongſt vs in this woxlde, and mo 
4 | m * 
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marke if the ſpot be not fowle and great; If he bee in 1 
the Court, away good peake gooſe, hence lohn | 
1 Cheeſe. If in the country, hee is ofno wealth, what BY 
| eall you for his witneſſe? whereſocuer he commeth, 1 
Pauper vbique iacet; euerie wans verdict is this gene- 
> rall piticzalas poore ſchollen And thus he liueth. The Gen 40. 
Lorde hath decłed the barren earth, with ſtore of 
| dly flowers, the trees he hath laden with leaues, | 
and the watets he hath repleniſhed with fiſhes. The | 
cuntriman hath his houſe, his cattell, his plough, his 
ground, whereby he liueth: the lawyer his pen and 
toong, with which in few yeares,he purchaſeth hun- 
dreds:the merchant his returning gain: the courtier 
more than I can tekthe ſecretary his ſecret cõmings 
| in, which make him glitter in his gold abroad. And 


is the learned man without houſe or home, without 
money in his purſe, or good apparell to his backe, ; 
| withoutacogging face and ſhifting lookes?hath the 
Lorde prouided no ſuch thing for him? alas poore | 
ſcholler. Had hee neuer certaine lining of his owne ? ; 
hat he none, or can he haue none? Habui ſilium, ſaitii 6 
5 the olde man: Nos quondam flor nimm: 3 ſaith the Tro- 
lane. 
And fo do we; it may be we had ſome certaintie: 
and nowe it may well bee : but the conduit pipe by 
| which the water flowed from the ſpring into our 
| boſomes, is waxen ſo full of riſtes, that the ſweete 
ſpring water runneth out on euerie ſide, into ſtrange 
groundes adioyning to the ſame. There be liuinges 
d ſtore, ſaith one, & ifthe learned wil ſeek, let tie 
aſſure themſelues they ſhal finde. Seeking is a read,. 
way, ifit were ſo plaine as it 3 ſhort. But 9 | 
20 dl! 2 
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ifthe beſthownd in the whole kennel], bee not the 
eſt ſeeker, who ſhall goe away with the Hare? yer 
let him follow , and at the length hee ſhall come to 
the view of the wiſhed gaine. lt is true euen as Tullie 
ſaith. Flultibns ſape obruitur, antequam portum conſpicere 
valet, After hee haue bin long tired and ſcratched in 
the buſhie woods, peraduenture he ſhal come tothe 
death ofthe Hare. And yet in our moral, the courſe 
is not ſo hard, nor halfe ſo vncertaine. For when the 
wiſhed preferment which you meane is once tobe 
atchieued, who ſo hard harted that will not beſtow 
it on the beſt, Is it detur meliori, or detur palchriori? 1 
know not, but I am ſure, hee that ſeckes ſhall find, 
+ Gladly would Ilearne that kinde of ſecking. If his 
wiſhed preferment lye in the court, he muſt prouide 
a afriendinthecourt, who is alwaies better than the 
£1 8 in purſe. What if it be in the countrie ? theſe 
things haue all one certaine rule. But as the giuer is, 
ſo is the way of obtaining. Then the learned ate in 
worſe caſe than they were before, becauſe the way is 
more vncertaine: for hee muſt ſometimes ſue to the 
good, honeſt Farmer in the Countrey , who kno- 
weth a golden angel! better than a Latine word, 
+ ſometimes to the gentleman in the Citie, ſome- 
times to his wife Ji ſonne, his daughter, his co+ _ 

fin, his ſteward, his factor: ſometimes to the No- 
5 ble man: andall his circumſtances, before he can 
come to the matter. And when he hath done, 
if hee bee not ſo well ſeene in ſecret Philoſophie, 
that hee can talke learnedlie with the ſecretarie: 
his ſtudying at the Vniuerſitie ſo many yeares, his 
tiding into che countrie, the citie, the court, his 
| expenſcs 
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| expenſes, n hope is all loſt 7 e 1 
Is chis the ſeeking which you meane? and muſt 
the poore learned man, after hee hath read ſo ma- 
ny volumes, and ſtudied ſo many yeares in ſo ma- 
nie ſciences and tongues ;, runne and ride poſt, & 
haſt from place to place, from countrie man to 
gentleman, from him to his wife, from both to 
the court, to the noble man, to his ſonne, his 
clerke his ſecretarie ? alas poore ſcholler. Whi- 
leſt wee haue bene ſeeking after your manner, we 
haue almoſt loſt the game which wee begunne to 
hunt, and yet I hope wee are not runne ſo farre 
counter, but that wee may eaſilie vndertake it a- 
ne. 0% | N 
= Sith it followeth conuenientlie, if they be good 
minded men, which pittie the poore diſtreſſed caſe 


ofthe learned, then they be euilly minded, which pin 40. 


are the cauſe thereof, diminiſhing the liuinges of 
the Church, where with the learned ought to bee 
mainteined. Without ſuch contingent ſeekinges, 
the laſt diſpaire of moſt learned mens deſire. 
From this riuer conduit pipe floweth a channell 
of fowle troubled water , wherewith whileſt theſe 
worldly minded men do vſe to waſh their faces, 
they appeare much more deformed than before, 
ſich the taſting often of the ſweetneſſe of this trou- 
bled carthlie channel in hart and minde, are ſo be- 
witched with the loue of this preſent life, that the 
honor of God, the reuerence of his name; the due 
hearing of his word, the daylie celebrating of his 
diuine Seruice, together with the immunitie and 
perfect fteedome of his 3 W 


156 


Math.7. 
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e ouer al the examples, and plaine ſpeaches 
1 againſt the miniſters of Chtiſt at 
abt! — hich be thus euilly minded towards the 
Church of Chriſt, nay towardes Chriſt himſelſe: 
are the Chriſtians ? are they comparable to the 
heathen in their kinde ? or worthie to bee num- 
bred amongſt men ? though their titles be many, 
their honour great; their landes ineſtimable, yet 
thinke yee that theſe men ſhall proſper here on 
earth as for heauen, turne backe good ſir, this is not 
the way. The gate by which yee muſt enter in thi- 
ther is verie lowe, the way narrow, the journey long, 
your bodie is idle, your doinges diſſolute, yout 


chatiti cold, your hart to high, yee cannotcome in. 


Mark. 10. 


phets of the Lord ſent vnto them. 


Our Lord and Sauiour Chriſt when hee liued 
here on earth, hee willed that the litle Children 


ſhould come to him * that of ſuch conſiſteth 


the kingdome of God. And yet if the children trea-· 
ding in the ſteppes of their fathers, contemne the 
miniſter of God or in their childiſhneſle diſnonour 
him: If the children of Bethell ſcorne the good pro- 
phet Elent, like graceles boyes, crying out on him, 
goe vp you bald pate, go vp: though they be ſmal & 


Feu yet their crie pearceth to the heauens. Ihe 


rd ſhall liſten verie attentiuely when ought doth 
ſound againſt the honour of his prophets :he ſhall 
open the window of his wrath , & in his diſpleaſure 
two ſhee Bears ſhall come out of the wood, & ſhall 
deuour two andfortic of them, that thereby both 
olde and young may learne to reuerence the pro- 


Euen 


* 


Well and wiſely 


his Diſuaſiue, 5 — 


Euenas the countenance of the mother behol- 
deth the ſucking child in her armes moſt louinꝑlie: 
eas the eie ofthe Hawke minting at her pray, doth 
moſt fixedlie and fiercelie behold the ſame: euen ſo 
the Lord dooth continually behold his embaſſa- 
dours, his prophets}, his paſtors; his miniſters ,and 
not their life onely and their ſafctie: but their poo; 
mainteine, and regard: ſo that theſonnef 
burne chem by day, nor the moone by night. 
pride of ſinfull ficſh (ball not repreſſe them long, 
nor the greateſt tyrant in the worlde ſhall diſgrace 
them in any word, or ſprinckle any ſpotin their face, 
but it ſhal be waſhed off againe, euen with his owne 
eee bud nh g or bur 

didthe Poets faine, that the con- 


ofthe goddes alwaies came to euill end. A- 
Þ geſtanumber ofexamples,this appearethplain 


in Aiax who counted more of bodilye valour, than Alax. 


of Mineruaes wiſedome: and with hawtie ſpeach diſ- 
dained that it ſhuld haue tlie due reward: & therfore 
he was bereft of commõ wit, & vnderſtanding: be. 
ing ſtricken with a moſt furious fit, in which he ſlewe 
himſelf vpon his on ſword. What ſhould L rehearſe 
the manifold plagues &puniſhmẽts which the Lord 
ſent vpon the contẽners of his holie worſtrip, euen 
from Noe vnto the birth of our 8. Chriſtꝰ w hoſe life; 
becauſe that tirant Hero ſought by his bloudyſivord 
to cut off ſtõ the earth, & that with theſheddivg: of 


much innocent bloud:therfore the Lord on à ſoſene 


feaſt day hẽ he ſhewed himſelf vnto the people in 
his higheſt glory, &the multitude to flatter him cried 


moſt blaſphemolly it is the voice of a God, & not ofa 


man } 


ys Pſal, 1 20. 
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0) then. euen then the Lorde from heauen ſtroke 


him by che hande of his angell; ſo that preſently his 
fleſh raved, crawling full of quicke worms andlice, 
_ which deuoured himmoſt miſcrablybetorerhe face 

 ofallihepenple..Ifcarnall ſenſualitie did not too 
much dimme our eyes, Lſhould not neede to holde 
gut this my obſcure light vnto you now at the noon 
dye; when the light of the Goſpell ſhineth moſt 
cleareahd bright roundabout vs. Iſ we had tunned 
the tales ottrut chriſtianitie by Hart, or vnderſtood 
the truth of chem z or had receiuedthe vertu of wel 


woorking into our conſciences, therewith renewed 
in the ſpirite. I ſhould not nerde at this day, ſo often 

and ſo plainly to haue opened the glaſſe before your 
face orte the ende that you ſhould acknowledge 

your deformity, here with yout fleſhly hands haue 
fowlie beſpotted the beautiful countenance of your 
ſoules. I ſhould not haue needed to haue trauailed 
into ſtrange countries amonꝑſt the lewes, and hea- 
then people, toſhewe youby tlie true conſent of 
ſundrie glaſſes, that as it appearethi without, fo 


% # tit. ? 


it is that you haue folie ſtained your chriſtian con- 


ſciences inwardly with this fowlefinof taking from 
the Church; 1209533 220 lg iel Atte $03 
Neither ſhould Ineede nowe afterthe propoſing 
ofthoſe two faite wel ſteeled glaſſes, ofthe heathen 
and the Iewes: to adde the thirde, which is the true 
mirrorofchriſtianity;ſhewihg moſt plainly: hat the 
Lorde Jeſu bath an eſpeciall eie vnto his beloued 
tee holie Church, and moſt ſeuerelie puni- 
eth the detracters of the ſame ; Herein as we haue 
hegunne} if wee goe forwarde and pierce the foun · 


taine, 
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taite, wee ſhall ſoone perceiuegreatrivers Eowing. 
from the ſame. For fir Alina daierof cum 
uiour Chriſt ; let vs marke what was concerving the 
Church; hat ought to haue beene, and what fol: 
lowed, The Lord of light was made a man lie wal- 
ked amongſt vs inthe habit of many he was yſed ver pz. 
8 3 very meane _— zhe wasre⸗ 
ui — — — 
re Ss — — 
and a crowne of thornes anhis head, And laſtlie with 
a moſt bitter and curſed death for our ſakes, and for 
our ſaluation. Like wiſe alſo the Diſciples; though 
they preached the glad tidinges of the Goſpell, with 
the great power, vertue, and Maieſtie of che holie 
Ghoſtzyet concerning the worlde, they were poore, 
valley, it pleaſed the Lord, to fow the ſitſt ſeed of his 
Goſpel, and tothe end that the Rooſe of the Church 
might aſtetwardes riſe farre and highabouez firſt of 
ill, he laid the foundation in great hurmilitie farre be · 
owe. Thus it on gn eee er. men — 
garding more the proſpcritie of their bodies, t 
debe of their ſoules, and the ſaſetie of the holie 
church eee 0977 voice of truth, Vos autem 
e 


ron ſios ſay, that as the ſimplicitie ofthe Church was 
then; euen ſo it ought to bre now in the flouriſhing Lale 22. 


ſtate ofthe Goſpel.Wherein Iwiſh them to beware 3 
that they looke not on this Chriſtall mirrour tod | 1 
much; or that they hold it not too neere, for ſaar leſt 
their fleſhlie breath doe dimme the ſame. Remaoug _ 
the ſightof the glaſſe a little, and let vi ſee what was 
then., and what ought to h 3 * 
| n 


lohn 1. 
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Acts. 2. 5 


plainely that hewas the Sauiour oftheworld:chat he 


nedrhs Goſpell of grace: they crucified the Lord of 
lighr, and cruelly perſecuted his diſciples:what were 
theſed according to the prophecy, the Kings and Ru- 
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lers of the earth; euen Pontius Pilat, high deputie of 
Lurie Herode the Terrarch;of Galilee: wich the high 


prieſts; the Iudges, the ſcribes and the phariſes, and 


the whole multitude of the Iewes : ſothat in theſe 


daies; the Church was trodden downeʒ the poore 


Minil ters cortemned, afflicted, perſecuted; by that 


faithleſſe generation. But nowe you whi ch ſo much 
allude; to thoſe darke daies 0 3 in the 
Church. Doe but alter the caſe a little, and ſuppoſe 
that the Eniperour, and Pontius Pilate his depuxic; 
Auna and Caiphas, with the reſt of the Rulers in 
thoſe daies; had beleeued in Chriſt, and confeſſed 


r ———f % 
nouriſhed them in their mothers wombe: that hee 

eſerued the breath in their noſtrels, and that ir was 
bey whom they ſhoulde bee either exalted or put 
downe, either accepted or reiected, either ſaued or 
condemned in the daie ofiudgement. If this had bin 
ſo: let vs thinke what a ſtrange metamorphoſis; had 
followed in their doings: hom would they haue falls 


 downebeforethe Lorde? with what humilitie would 


they haue caſt downtheir crou nes, & ſcepters at his 
feete? with what joy woulde they haue exalted the 
Lord of light? what honour & magnificence would 
they haue yeelded to that heauenly bridegrome, and 
the children of the mariage? what great freedomes 
and foundations ; would they haue beſtowed on his 


Church & litle flocke for euer No ſay ſome, though 
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wpplicdehemſaluesk in all nal manner, to the enlars 
Ee ald haue left their princely palaces, 
name t | prince ces, 
and founded. ſolemne — — the 
Lordeʒ they woulde — Ja 
ere 


— 
N — 
had! Cale hath El: Chute Let 
chem mathe ade hattbe feſt Ch : 


Mach. 27. —— mi e the hi- 
ſtoriqs di his liſe and marke Wligentlie, hat 
ae 
eee lers, and Princes 
dominions. How ——— hart vnto th, 
and made them ol bis ſecrete counſelh what ſpecial 
are he had oftheir good eſt ater and proſptritie: hot 
chat: chey goe vp anddowne in his dotnini- 
—— 
ne title and honour, and to the ende that it 
might endure when hewas dead and otten (an c- 
ample for allehriſtian Princes, which ſhioulde ſuo- 
Tauten he founded many goodlie temples j en- 
dem wich large and ample poſſeſſions: wich 
achrilf n care hereedified the temples whichwere 
| nally hehe os + : 
4. Lalling 
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raiſing them an exceeding great height. He eſtabli- 
* 


ched all thinges concerning Chriſtia religion, and 
fte aka the ſame, in moſt honourable and Conſ c 


teligious manner. Therefore the Lorde bleſſed him 
— 
; r 
Aa he did deſire in this world, andi — 

to come, with euerlaſting ſelicitie. If the life ofthis 
right yertuous Emperor, cannot diſſuade you from 

the contrarie hut ſtill you will proceede in this erro- 
nious opinion, that the Church of Chriſt d 
Chriſtians ought to be poore, ſimple and nabed, as - 
it was in the time of ion vnder hereticks and 
Infidels: If you be fo conſtant in this errour, that you 
vill not regard that Conſtantine: then 1 


in the way which you like ſo well 3 and pa 
— earns — 4b rs 
though they profeſſe che name of Chriſt, yet in liſe 
and conuerſation they denie him, in that no leſſe t 
— re ö — 2 — add 
theyaflict his Ipirknall bodies they diſgracehin e 
keepe him downe., to the ende they may haue no xĩ- 
ches in price, but the mucke of the world : no proſeſ- 
non in account, but worldly authoritie: no glorie, but 
the childiſh decking of the bodie: no honour , but 
outward pompe and vanitic :no King but Ceſar. As 
the hardharted Tewes cried ont, his bloud be vpon vs 

and our children: Euen ſo the ficfblic wotldlings an- Nor. 
ſwere at this daie: Whattell you vs of had I wiſtʒ of 
times to come; of doomes day? If wee ſhall not an- 
ſwere tillthen; then care away: graunt vs ſo long a 
day to anſwexs in, E 
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men would learne by earthlie ſimilitudes, to vnder- 
ſtand heauenlie wiſedome. If a clowde doe but riſe 
South, or Southweſt, we ſay it is like to raine, and can 
wee not ſee the Sunne oſ our ſaluation, cuen nowe 
ing in a darke deadlie clowde before our faces? 
Con der that the deſtruct ion of Ieruſalem; was a 
plaine reſemblãce ofthe end of the world. As it was 
in thoſe daies, euen ſo it ſhall be immediatelie before 
the ending of the world: they cried awaie with him, 
they tooke away his coate, and parted his raiment: 

they crucified him, and all thofe which profeſſed his 
62:7; name: they ſtoned Saint Steeuen the Archdeacon, 

7 # and Iames the Coſin of our Lorde:who after he had 
A beene placed Biſhop of Ieruſalem, manie-ycares, 
ö moſt rebelliouſlie they pulled him out of his chaĩre, 
2 done from a pinacle of the Citie wall, 
and when hee laie gaſping on the earth, moſt barba- 
\rouſlie they daſht out his braines with a Fullers 
Eyſcbm © Theſe were the firſt which ſought the decaie of 
ke Church of Chriſt. And whatdeſtenie followed 
cdzhis euill aduenture? The Lorde brought a huge Ar- 
3 mie into their Citie, with a deſtroying plague, and 
conſuming famine, with ciuill ſedition, ſlayings and 
waſtings,domeſticall murders, in ward anguifh 
by ciuill diſcord, ſo that through feare without, and 
deadlie anguiſſi within,there died manie thouſands, 
7 Chic Many thouſandes, within the walles ofthat 


Citie. Many thouſands laie gaſping in the ſtreete for 
reath of life: many laie groning ruthfully in their 
houſes:many as they were putting vp their hands to 
their mouth to feed themſelues, were ſlaine with 2 
a * de- 
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deuouring ſword of the ſeditious, which deſtroied ſo 
on al ſides of the City, that the bloud of thoſe which 
were ſlaine within by themſelues, came running out 
at the gutters of the gates, and out at the ſinkes vn- 
dernearh the walles. The noble men were fain to eat 
| rheirowne fleſhfrom off cheit armes. and that good 
auncient gentle woman hich when the wars began 
fed to that Citie for ſuccor, with hir litle infant ſucſ- 
Eking on hir breſt, after hir houſe had been often ran- 
| ſacked & ſpoiled by the ſeditious, hit men & maides o ſep. Bel 
ſlaine in hir houſe, hir victuals cleane conſumed, hir lu. 
colour wan, hir milke and bloude dried vp, hir bodie 
flnainting with hunger: ſnee was compelled to thinks 
an vnnaturall thought in hir heart, and to execute a 
deadly deuiſe with ir hands:ſhee tooke hirlitle boy | 
no ſucking on hirbreaſt:ſhe held it a part from hir 
with both hix bandes; beholding the ſweete counte- 
nuncc of hir prety childe : the boy ſmiled: but alas the 
mothers teares did ſhewe hit heauy cheare, it were 
too much grieſe to reheatſe the mothers ſorrowfull 
voice, in this wofull diſtreſſe, vttered to hir ſonne. 
Shee laid the litle infant on the table before hit face- 
hir trickling teares redoubled their courſe enter- 
changeably-aſter many diſtillations ſent down from 
hir weeping cies, ſhee ſaith vnto hir litle infant: my 
little boy, the childe of mee a moſt vnfortunate mo- 
ther: Inouriſhedthee within my wombe; and haue 
fedde thee a longtime with the milke of my breaſts: 
and nowe thou muſt bee meate for mee thy wret- 
ched and moſt diſtreſſed mother. With theſe 
words, hir knife infixed into the bteaſt and bowels of 
ir little infant, the bloud ſpringing vp into hir face, 


ſhee 
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ſhee diſinembred, ſhee roſted, ſhee eate of him: the 
ſmell whereof beeing once entered the noſtrels of 
thoſe ſeditious ſouldiers 3, they brake open the dore, 
they came ruſhing in: running into hir, they pulled 

dhe meate violently out of hir hande, eating it moſt 

Daniela. Rreediſy. Of which becauſe ſhee had no more ſtore 

1 8 8 cruelly murthered that poore old gentle. 

woman . To this and a hundred thowſand like miſe. 

ries ſeldome heardof, ſucceeded the deſtruction of 

the whole nation, with the vtter-deſtruQion of the 

City, the walles , the Temple, and all the auncient 

Monumentes of the moſt famous Kinges of Liraell. 


_ hno Chriſtian hare can take pleaſure in wal- 


wy Fare wee are entered into it, let vs 
paſſe on alitle further, and wee ſhall eaſilie ſeethar | 
q ehis ſinne ofdefacing ofthe profeſſian of Ieſu Chriſt | 
; and his holy Temples here on earth,jis ſo hainous, o 
A contumelious, ſo beatheniſh inthe fight of Godz 
I that henenerſuffrech it to lie long vnpuniſhed. Nei- 
3 ther be the and puniſhments ſent vpon the 
= earth , for this ſinne of Poilingthe Temples of the 
: | due to ordinary or commoninfirmities, inci- 
FAY dent bythe courſe of nature voto man: but as it is a 
much more hainous and grieuous offence, forthe 
. q Dart — * re gages . revs 
= begor mtro igt, Atl cruelly with 
handes to take his lie on. him: pn," lith the ta- 
king fromthe Church, is the deſpoiling of God our 
Creatour: The puniſhment ſent on ſuch offendours 
muſt needs be much more grieuous then that which 
lſualhy is ſent to man, for his vſuall and natural infir- 
Cell.Seid. mity. Wer haue behelde the good bleſſinges — 
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Lord,beſtowed on thoſe his louing ſeruants, who in 
their liues and doings expreſſed their tender Joue 
vnto his temple: and let vs not now loath to behold 
the euill deſteny of thoſe, who from time to time 
haue ſtriuen againſt the Lord & his holy church. Af- 


ter, the open enemies, which ſoughit with force of 


arms, and authoritie, to ſuppreſſe the Goſpel of Iclu _ 
Chriſt, had ſhewed their force againſt the church: 

ſtoning ſome , and impriſoning others, whipping; 
ſcourging, baniſhing, . the 
Then Sathan ſtriking ſaile, & drawing in his enſigne 
of open warre, and defiance, ſought by pollicie to 
keepe down the church of Chriſt, now ſpringing in 
the eaſt. He raiſed ſundry damnable hereſies, which 
increaſed ſo long, & intangled ſo many poore Chri- 
ſtians: that the church of Chriſt which whilom did 
ſhine moſt cleare and bright, by the miſtie cloudes 
of hereſie, begun to be eclipſed.Sed exitus acta probat: 
the harueſt doth ſhew the goodnes of the ſeede:the 


life dooth proue the vertue of the minde: the death 


ofttimes doth ſhew the courſe of naughtie liſe. Let 
vs leaue the force of Herod in the fielde, and a while 
confider what became of them, which colourably 


* Acts J. 


weakened the church in the towne. A rius that nota» Arrius. 7 _ 
dle heretiłe, he moſtblaſphemouſly ſought the diſ - 
grace ofthe holie, bleſſed, glorious Trinitie : affir- 


ming inequality of the three perſons, and detracting 
from the eternitie of Teſus Chriſt. 

This opinion entred the Chriſtian flocke , infec- 
ting farre and neere in moſt nations. So that the he- 
retike had many ſeeming Chriſtians on his part, and 
that with great glorie , till at the length when hee 

| ; ſhould 
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ſnould come to be reſtored to the church, as he went 
in the ſtreete with great pride, and countenance of 
many friends: of a ſodaine he went aſide to the pri - 
A uie, where his oY violently burſt in ſunder,his gurs 
+ ©" / Cameout,andhe fell done dead moſt miſerably, as 

— m: uas preſently ſeene of all the people. 
| What ſhould I here rehearſe the wicked lives of 
thoſe arch-heretikes, who though they floriſhed in 
the worlde for a while, yet in that they did ſtriue a- 
gainſt the ſonne of God, and ſought ro diminiſh his 
majeſtic : their raigne was not ſo glorious, as their 

ende was miſerable. _ 

Neſtorius.  Neſforins floriſhed greatly, and his hereſie ſpred it 
+ ſelfe mightily amongſt the people: but when this 
ſmining cloud was once well ſhaken with the tem- 
peſt ſent from God: hee was ſent into baniſhment: 
in the which hee bee ing often taken c aptiue by the 
Euagrius barbarous people, the citie burnt ouer his head, and 
bub.1- is life euery houte in the heathens hand: he fel in- 
to a moſt deadly contagionʒinſomuch that his tong 
was eaten out of his head with wormes, with which 
he ended his miſerable life. Let not worldly minded 
men flatter themſelues, and fecd their humour with 
the contag on of this diſeaſe; ſaying theſe were he- 
4 reticall mien, ſchollers of no great account; but ru- 
In lexs, and thoſe that bee of 9 e they are wiſer. 
I Surely thoſe men were worldly wiſe men, and in 
their profeſſion very learned, in great authoritie and 
account amongſt many nations: and though they 
had bene higher in degree, yet let al men know, that 
the Lorde counteth not of carthly honour, neither 
ſpareth any man for his great authoritie. 155 
N | . 
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perſecuter of the 
elly perſecuted the Church. cherewith pulling down 
the temples of the Chriſtians + the Lorde laide his 
heauy hand vpon him, ſo that of a ſodainthere brake 
out oſ his body a mortall vlcer, with a corrupre hu- 


mour rotting his bowels, beſides an incredible num- 
ber ofcrawling wormes, gnawing him within, and 
corrupting him in ſuch ſort, that his body & breatſi 


ſent from them a mortall ſtinch, his bodie was ſo 
lothſome to bee ſeene, that ſewe phyſitions could a- 
bide to look on him. Thoſe which ventured to come 


thie corrupt body. 2 lag, | 

- This miſery at length cauſed him to remeberhis 
wicked crueltie committed againſt lefu Chriſt,and 
his pay church, Therefore feeling ſome remoiſe in 
his conſcience,firſt hee confeſſed his ſinnes vnto al- 
mighty God. Secondly,hee commaunded that the 
perſecution ofthe Chriſtians ſhould ceaſe, and that 


oftheir obedience to the imperiall authoritie, they 


Euſeb q. 


ſhould reedifie the Churches ofthe Chriſtians, in 
won hee requeſted them to pray to the Lorde for 
im. > (SIE 
Though the Lorde inflited this horrible ſick- 
neſſe on him, with his ignominious flight in the bar- 
taile,he caſting away the imperiall habite , and de- 
niyng it to bee his: yet in that hee had ſome re- 


morſe of his ſinne, though diſtteyned on all ſides 

Fils ende was not ſo feare- 
full, as was the euent of that wicked Emperour ſults. —+ 
an, the Apoſtata, who after manie wicked cruelties, tulian, 


with greeuous horrours, 


Y 2 and 


169 
' This appeareth plainely in Maviminiarthatcruell Maximi- 
iſtians, Who after he had cru- 


neere,they.dyed with the contagious ſmell of his fil- 


* * 


SE” . 


FI 


2 9» 
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uiſſant armie of vali- 
ant fo ia, hauing paſſed the 

' River before hee wiſt, hee was in a wilderneſſe, 

$020m, 6, Where hee wanting guides for his armie: after a few 
daies, his whole companie was ſo diſtreſſed, for 

want of victualles, that many of them died with hun. 

ger and thirſt: divers fell downe languiſhed as they 
went; by the way. The moſt fled, and he was found 
ana ina ſolitarie place, fore wounded, crying out with 
8 rauing furiouſly, blaſpheming God his 


reator,railing on th : Mars, and ſaying that A. 
poll was a lying god. At length feeling the extreame 
 Rulfing 2. pains of death come vpon him, his guttes iſſuingout 
of his wound (hich moſt men thinłe was inflicted 

„Non him by the angell of God) hee tooke his handful 

of his owne bloud, and did caſt it vp into the aire, 

C  Ctyingout FiofiGabler, unciſti. Though I haue con. 

rina ee and pulled done many of 
* y Temples, yet noe at length O Galilean , at 

length thou haſt ouercomed mee. 

77 mis may wel be true ( ſay ſome) & yet the ſequel 
Ob, not ſſo ſure; ſith this irreligious Emperour, moſt 
Atheiſticallie oppoſed himſelfe againſt Chriſt, and 

in de ſiance of him ſpoiled his pore flocke , and 

the holie church, which they tooke for a ſanctuarie. 

But to deſtroy the temples of the heathen, & to fier 

the churches of heretickes, and thoſe which are 

not of a good Religion, that is no ſuch offence 

5 before God. But rather I thinke wee ought to pull 

5 them dowune. BS v1 
* f „ -* Youthinke, yea, and I'do conſtantly affirme the 
E Hens . contra 
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opinions, let the art of 


contrary. In this difference 
Logicke bee the framer of our arguments, and the 
rules of eternall truth, our direction to the ſame; 
Let ſelſe wil bath her ſelfe in her owne bloud. Let 
arrogancie drownd her ſelfe in the deep: let ignorant 
zeale flye far from hence into the wilderneſſe: let ſo. 


phiſtrie betake her to a dead ſleepe, and let the truth 


appeare plainly , ſpeake brieflic, therwith repeating 
your chicfeſt arguments moſt truely. 
And what be they? In great miſlike of many good 
things now vſed in our church, you commonly be- 
gin after this manner. | 


In mine opinion Byſbops, Deanes, cathedrall 


churches, &c. are not to be allowed, ſith they ſauour 
ofthe c onſtitutions of men, and are not commaun- 
ded by the word. If you will ioyne reaſon with true 
iudgement, and let iudgement guide the vncertain- 
tie of opinion, you ſhal eaſily perceaue, that in mine 
opinion is no great good argument. Looke into 
true art, and you ſhall ſoone ſee, that as vnderſtan- 


Fs — 
Jour 


ſanding is the internall beginning of the demon- 4 
ſtratiue ſyllogiſme (whoſe concluſion is ererna veri- | 


tatit vn le to be refuted) and as fanſie is the 


internal eginning of Sophiſtical arguments (which 


lie at the preſence ofthe former, euen as the ſhadow 
of the earth ſhrinketh ſucceſſively from the 0 
the ſunne: Euen ſo, opinion is the internall be- 
ginning of probable reaſoning, whoſe concluſion 
— aiches true or falſe: as the Philoſo- 
pher in his Morralles concludeth moſt plainely, & 
sit cleerely appeareth by this example. In your o- 
pinion, they are not to bee retained: in myne opi- 
313 nion 


Ariſtot. 
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nion they are. 1 N 
- - Now let the Reader iudge which of theſe two 
argumentes is the ſtronger. Kut 
Ihe abſurditie ofthis concluſion flowing from 
the fountaine of ignorant arrogancie; teacheth vs, 
that theſe mens N is more than the truth: 
There zeale farre beyond all knowledge, their argu- 
ments without all compaſſe of art. OE, 
+ Herein wee muſt vnderſtand that opinion is their 
proper eee eee ee is not worthie to knocke 
at the dore of their blind arrogant zeale. | 
+ Wharthenremainethto raiſe this ſcaled Dra- 
gon out of his dungeon ? Exurgat Dominus & diſſipen* 
tur inumici etus. Let the Lord ariſe, and let his ene- 
mies bee ſcattered abroad. Let the truth breake 
forth like the morning beams deſcending from the 
criſtall ſkies .Ler the holie ſcriptures: confute this 
reaſon founded on the eee of falſe opinion: 
and that by the example of /etro: ( who though he 
were an Erhnicke , and a ſtraunger to the Com- 
mon wealth of Iſrael}: yet his aduiſe (proceeding 
from mans inuention) was both accepted of by 


oy 


Aueyſes, and directlie followed in all good Com- 
mon wealthes vnto this day. Fa 


-- Therefore the conſtitutions of Byſhoppes, Do- 
Qors, Deanes, Cathedrall Churches, &c. and 
all other Diſcipline, orders, conſtitutions, and 
lawes whatſoeuer in the Church of Englande or 
elſe where: though they proceede from mannes 


inuention ( as they tearme it:) yet ifit bee Scrum - 


dus, non contra ſeripturas, according to the word 
of God, not contratie to it. They are all lawful; 
Bon: 1 1 good 
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good, and godlie. : 

_ >. This is a plaine vndoubred truth, andthe gates 
of hell ſhall not preuaile againſt it. And though 

the piercing floud ſtriue to iſſue through the 


chinkes of thoſe infernall dores: Though the pit- 


chie ſmoke aſcending from that deadlie pitte , con- 
tende to couer the cies of the ſimple « Though 
this helliſh Cloude of darkneſſe could put on the 
cleerenefle of the radiant Sunne; and thoſe foule 
deuilles appeare in the habite ofthe brighteſt an- 
gels: Though they _ their mouthes wide, and 
tothe end they may deceaue manie) crie alowde, 
diſperſing the doctrine of ſedition, vader the co- 
lour of the word of God oppoſed to mannes in- 
nentions ; yet ſhall the Lord of light quell this hi- 
deous dragon with one ſmall ſentence of truth pro. 
ceeding fto his mouth. And though the truth is beſt 
knowen, and moſt euidentlie ſeene when ſhe is moſt 
naked: yet is ſhe not ſo tender that ſhe can be pier- 


ced with the ſharpeſt arming ſword other enemies, 
nor ſo ſeeble that ſnee will yeeld to blaſtes of wind, 
nor ſo ill appointed, that ſhe hath but one pore dart, 


nor ſo vnlearned that ſhee ſhould yeelde to the va- 


| niſhing ſmoke of falſe opinion, nor ſo ſimple but 
that ſhe can ſoone diſcerne deceauing ſpirites from 


the ſpirit of truth. Wiſedome crieth in the ſtreates, 
(faith Salomon) and the truth of this concluſion 
though it was firſt pronounced in Ieruſalem: yet at 
this day the ſound therot hath paſſed 8 al our 
ſtreets, entred al our eares knocked at the dore of al 

our hartes. And what is the ſound thereof? euen the 


| voice of the Lambe of God that taketh away the 


ancs. 
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ſoeuer is not againſt vs is with vs. By which ſhorte 
ſentence, he which hath but halfe an eye may plain 
ly ſee; that whatſoeuer is not contrary to the worde 
of God, is according to his worde. Sententi⸗ ſeripture 
eſt ſeripturu ;faith Saint Amnguſtine; Not the words but 
the meaning of the ſcripture, is the ſcripture. The 
letter is a dead element, but the ſpirituall vnderſtan- 
ding thereof, founded in truth and veritie, giueth life 
to all which apprehend it. 

Therfore theſe ſubtill deceiuers which cry out for 
a new teformatiõ in the church framed in their on 

fancy) according to the word, and vnder that colour 
diſclaime the regiment ſeedowne by our moſt grati- 
ous Princeſſe: they do therein moſt preſumptuouſ- 
ly abuſe her maieſtie, and all her ſubiectes. This fa- 


cing error is not content with bare ſaying, but it al- 


ſo proceedeth to defending and prouing, aſter this 
manner: Things once abuſed by ſuperſtition and i- 
dolatrie, ought not to bee vſed in the woorſhip of 
Chriſt: therefore Churches &c. ought to be pulled 
downe, and vtterly aboliſhed . enThearethis 
principle ſo often repeated by them, Ithink on that 
prou erbe : Facile que cupimus, credimus : and when I 
confertherewiththe manner of their reaſoning, I 
remember Tindarus his ſhort ſalutation to his maſter 
Salut at que vale, 

So when I behold their falſe propoſitions, which 
they take as granted, and their vntagged arguments 
therevnto annexed: I cannot imagine, that they e- 
uer entered further into the Logicke ſchooles, than 
the threſhould: or beeing there; that euer they did 


once 


chat rule: 


lines ofthe 
-Snppoſeth 
eheit Spiniorittal — Mahle 
nim taile which ſhe draweth after her, and you ſhall 
foohe eſpica thouſand d Phdreetheades ariſing our of 
her 75 dab [247% » Yak. 
" 285 Mieses {tia youl wilttide beleque \ 
jouſee; theijeaſtaway ce blinking'eyesof = | 
— inion, and with the cleare ſight of true vn- | 
derſtar behold ſhow off ofheauenly much. BST 


whichb' theb eat 
teacheth vs 


tion, may G iy, 


and akon inthe 
church of God. had their gods,to 
9 offered daily fa- 
crifices, many praiers, & petitions. Thetfore ſhould 
not Salomon buildea moſt ſolemne temple vnto the 
God ef heauen and earth The example eonſirmeth 
; Thi vel ied, may bocabuſe: and 
pu, & contra. I ca : an 
. e ee 

The truth of this ll is ealdehe by ſundric 
rules and hiſtories of the holy ſcriptures, - / | 
We read in the bocbe umbers,that Elac the dune Fi . 7 
ſonne of Av tooke the ſenſors (here with the re- 
bellious Corath, Dathan, and Abirum, -hadfinnedſo : 
gree cevoully,tharths ground 1 and fiy * 
# m 


N 


Our ſauiour C 
f Sees, „ which by 


worſtiipped ofthem for r 


S. Greg. 


bel 5 4. Nay 4 plaine)Ge- 
dean did offer a bullocke ynto the 3 ich his fi 
ther had fatted for an offer] 


1 due D en N groſly a- 
Saint lohn preached in 195 te lin of Bis 
4, which hadbeene many yeares ſuperſticiouſly a- 


> byled. Thereltgſth Apoſtles, in ay in moſt partes of 


the hed in the temples of rhe Gentils, 
ee buik deren Idoll e , and manie a. 


| wh 1 Gods were 755 ane Ko eauen, 
nany yeares ,.and by them 


ed. Therefore the right vic | 


mation 7 _ wherein dooth it 5x. ? Mae 26 in 


$-Auguſt he abuſe, and not the vſe. 
epiſt. 154. 


Herevnto agreeth Saint Augeſtive , who willeth 
vs to deale with the goodes and temples, as we doe 


with the men whome wee conuert from facrilegi- 


ous 8 men, to good Chriſtians. 

Gregory (as Bale noteth) CONC the re- 

formi gofthe idoll temples in this Ba built, 

ddedi ated to the Pagan gods, writeth thus: Fa- 
e, Auglica IMG not the idol 15 80 
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the fountain i A mhih tee to aſicbee RY 
cleane boch Seſoulez bme boldly chetevntorS 
if thou doubt of the true way; leaue off thine 'owne' 
erroneous humour, and haken to the voice ofthat 

| 8 


|  chwoagherobatoore: e. Andwhatdia « 
hetw erer She ee 
uk po rants e eee 
fo ey hapreigure ras ow ce; and that 
it was impietie now any to bee circumciſed: 
the Lord of light did not delogtherenple pling | 
off the 1 done the wals, the 
timber, thruſting out the Scribes & Phariſes need PF 
their lands & liuin IS. $05 eee but he re- 
formed the abuſes thereof, bee w hipped the money 
changers, & caſt out them which 10 2 
he taught the goſpel in the temple, & on the ſabaoth 
day expounded the ſeripture in their es. 
ards, hat holy Apoſtle and martyr of Ieſu 
Chil 8. N called James the iuſt, hee taught the 
Goſpell therein, and in thoſe countries, beeing Bi- 
[ſhop there thirtie yeares l lewiſe alſo the reſte che 
holy Apoſtles, th ey foo frequented the temple, — Prins Sera 
E 


| ſynagogues very — AL yeresafter = 
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C 
= gentils into the true chriſtian 


curing vp che branches of hereſie; 
and heatheniſh end f nomoblo h : 


Preranl Poulapte lc fan of Obi jnRowe, 


S.Paul. 
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A 1 « 4,QUeyee one an other, this is the laſt com- 
1 | maundement of che Lord, thar yes ſhould loite 
— This  brochulicexborrmion of the holy Apeſile 


faint 


1 neee iy bin in Mertens nc 
temple, which che Idoll of Diana w as worſhipped. 
Nethet is this thing ſtrange, orany whit to be doub | 
1 ed he hath bene the manner of all Chriſtians e- 
uen from che Apoſtles time to this daie, to ſaue and 
4 not to deſtroy; to conuert, and not to ſubuert, to 
: = thoſe temples to the ſeruice of the true 
God, and not to ſubduce them into our one 
pole, If the matter were doubtfull, L might eaſi- 
y alledge diuers teſtimonies outof the auncient fa- 
. — latter writers ſor the ſame. But in that 
{ I ſtudie rather to ediſie the well diſpoſed. than to ſa- 
tisſie the cauill of the fro ward: I hadrather vic that 
plaiae way of example, wherewithalready I haue 
no beginne. Nequeſting thoſe which lone the true 
eueren worſbip due to our Lord & Sat our Teſt 
Cbriſt, ta vn d, that as is ſaid, the glad tidings aa, ;. 
* 1 was pr. bad Chriſt in the Tem- | 
Y es Ofd! ewes:his Apoſtles al 4 
heir Diſciples. Iewiſhfyna- 
— ee the beathen, at Co: f 
— — at Rome, and alſo at lerufalem: 
which after it was woonne and inhabited by the Sa- 
naſins aboue ſurtie yeares, and the church thereof 4 dic 
1 pollned,wich their Mahomericall idolatrie al that 


time 

= ond. it was — to che vſe of true 
1 Chiidianacliginn, and ſo deteined ſor the ſpace of 
foure ſcore yeares and odde. So that wee ſee moſt 
| plainlic thetruth — this concluſion, which teacheth 


V nct to tale away che vieof hole teples, or the a- 


W 
1 


"Who 


. 
/ 


becauſe hee is out ofthe waie, de poileth We 


to euill and wretched endes. 


waie vnto eternall life, wan 


money and raiment, and alſo his life : but rather 
with charitable pitie, doth not take him by the 


bande, and bring him into the riglit path againe, 


and laying out that coyne which hee meant to be- 


ſto vpon ſeducers, on the true guides and leaders 


ofthe way ? This ſeemeth much better, and is much 
more to bee wiſhed ;'thouph'norto hee hoped. In 
meane time, now in the ende ofthis world let vs 
eount that true, which the Lord hath al waies ſhew- 


ed ʒ that the ſpoilers of his Temple; as they werte 


alwaies towardes, and not braue minded men: ſo 
geſt the heathen, moſt commonlie they haue come 


' 


Paris following the purſuite of his venerious 
dreame, ſpolledthe temple of e and Diana, in 
the Greeke Hand citberes: whereupon followed the 
ee diſtruction of that heroicall kingdome 
of Troy. - an 

— and Alexander the great, declining from 
the vertue oftheit yonger age, and that loue which 
they then ſhewed towards the holy temples, accor- 
ding to their latter inclination:they which had liued 


honourablie, died ignominiouſly: the one with all 


his armie being ouercome by a woman Queene of 
Perſia, the oth Qu 


er through pride & inſolentie, con- 
remning his people{by whoſe help 


> he obtained the 
high dignitie of 3. Monarchs)negleQing the ** 
F | al 


his greateſt glorie and delight. In theſe two mightie 
r is not the concluſion which Iintende, 

erning the louers & the neglecters of holy tem- 
5 moſt plainly ? nay in both ofthem, or elſe in 


to build vp the temple of leruſalem, & 


proſpe conquering in al his wars: 
| the Lord & his holie fact and forth- 
ich he iſhed of his enemies. So likewiſe. 


| 8 he fel fromthar 
iefeſt ſafetie, & in that cup 


1 that thoſe which louethe Lord, and ſo long as they 
ſtrine to lead a holy, vermous, & godly life, he mer- 
F cifully.rewardeth them according to their faichfull 
cchriſtian deeds: but if the righteous turne from his 
good life, and leaue the chriſtian rule ofſanctimony, 
1 wherby he hath once bin guided, then the Lord tur- 
nech his face frõ ſuch an one, & ſetteth open the gate 
oleuil end & deſtruction before him. Let no mã ffat- 


ter himſelſe with the deceiiſull appearance of this 


vncertaine world, of this pelting honour and au- 
* — = which wee ſo much contend with 


| | cred OR which the hart of ſinfull man by 
nature thiierh and languiſherh-with earneſt de - 


fire thereof: ot wich the yaine pleaſures 4: i 
c 


| lects,loti was poiſone: ents Baby Q.Cur- 
1 LIE amongeſt his minions, euen in du 


which 1 will? Cirus in the beginning ofhis age -+ 


vnſatiable. vnquiet, vnlucky, can- 


e he loued his gods &theirtemples, + 


1 ele elle, $0 3 


Ezec, 33. 
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Luke 13. 


- ofthe Babilonians;ofthe Perſians of the Græcian, 
ofthe Romanesʒ the increaſe & decreaſe of the good 
eſtate of the chriſtians. Looke the liues of their prin- 
ces, ſo long as they honoured the God of heauen & 
earth, accounting more of his holy worſhip, than of 
their one, fo long they proſpered and floutiſhed 
in all kind of wiſhed leſſings and glorious profperi- 
tie. But after they regarded their own honour, more 
thanthetemple and ſeruice of the Lord, then within 
few yeates they came to miſerable ends. 
The example is plaine in Nabuchodonoſer, in Cyrus, 
in Alexander the great, in Julius Cæſar. Though theſe 
were mightie Monarches of the world, yet the ſame 
iudgement is due vnto all men, even ſtom the high- 
- eſt to the loweſt, which any way decaythewoorthip 
Romulus, of God, and the true reuetence of his holy temple. 
Pep 1+ Rowmluzand Nama Pompilins , the firſt rulers of the 
Romanes, crected temples to their Gods, with great 
obſeruance and reuerence therevnto, and they proſ- 
pered wonderfully by this good meanes. . 
| Contra- 


ching brauely for x ard wich his army, 
| ſion to ſtep —— his eaſemẽt; conueying imſelf 
F EEE his — inr 
his downe , he turned 

1 wicket! which —— — ba 


do we not remèber that there is no 


b 1 e —— — 
1 | that mi 
ſt che Romaines Antonius 5 who Wd 
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emne feaſt day they wouldpreſenzthe beſt 8 
1 the citie before bim de beld no che eng he 
1 We t them to ho- 
| mi they were all gatheredtogeiherfriendly,& 
cheare before him & his Armie: he moſt 
ty cauſed 33 to run on them, killing, 
eſtroyi v;8e crucllyrreadingin pieces,ma- 
er OE rlemen land others, with their 
1 impiousmindnor contented with th 
1 . —.— murder in the eee. 
| in grhere Hp sof al their rich ornamꝭts. But 2 
1 erh thebody;cuE ſo his deſteny 
1 T + 
Occa- 


,which were nere to the place. 


points were vntruſt and 


| to his wicked facts, 
| 1 | lag! rei prefers: 


1 euil chaũce, & he a wicked fellow. l aunt, but why 
1 aire falle F 
8 1 without che permiſſion of God dh Ne 


"i 
2 
19 


3 


rr 


| . ſoung men of Alrxandria', thaton à ſd- Matei 


* 922 


way with'our ſelues, that there is no hin- 


zer whatſocuer,which we 
a ſuffer 


or da 


bly. if hiclhadbinin —— e e Hcrodian 


* 


Ks 
__ 


— — gingroube ſame: ofwhi 


Luke 13. 


Romul 
Numa 


Potop 


ay Die 

geſh, and all the fooliſh e and pride belon- 
ifwee haue but once our: 

it is moſt finfull;molt deceirfull; moſfloth- 


ſome and deteſtable, euer vnto thoſe which earſt 
luſted longly aſter the ſame , Neyther account leſſe 


of thoſe moſt auncient lang e eee 
fore; becauſe ſome ofthem were een mc 
others heathen. - 105 


But let vs knowefor a tuth, that they: onwhomie 
2 tower of Silee fell , were no greater ſinners than 
e: and vnleſſe we repent, ee ſhall likewiſeperiſh, 

3 vs beholde the Rig and decay of the Monarch 
ofthe Babilonians of the Perſians of the Græciane, 
ofthe Romaneszthie increaſe S decreaſe of the good 

__ eſtate of the chriſtians, Looke the liues Waben prin- 
ces, ſo long as ring honoured the Godofheauen & 
earth, accoun os of his holy worſhip, thanof, 
their wr they proſpered and floutiſhed 
inallkindo nite 5 15 and glorious proſperi- 
tie. But after they regarded their own honour, more 
than the te holes — eruice of the Lordghenwithin 
few yeares they came to miſerable ends. 
The example is plaine i in Nabacbodonoſer,in Cyrus, 

in Alexander the great, in Iulius Ceſar. Though theſe 
were mightie Monarches of the world, yet the ſame 
iudgement is due vnto all men, euen from the hi h- 
eſt to the loweſt, which any way decay the woorſfiip 
us. of God, and the true reuerence ofhis holy temple. 
1 KRomulas and Name Pompilius, the firſt rulers of the 
Romanes, crected temples to their Gods, with great 
obſeruance and reuerence therevnto, and they prol- 
pered wonderfully by this good meanes. 
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——_ nu bad of that ai, 
| the Romaines Antonius, who reque- 
oung men of Alexandria, that on a ſo- 
Ly ey would preſent the beſt & com- 


1 | Jour aſi 
lemne feaſt 
| lieſtof — bib oe him in the field, to the end he 
| might chooſe ofthem the beſt. & prefer them to ha- 
not aſter they were all gatheted togei iher friendly, & 

| with good cheare before him & his : Armic: hemd 
; - cauſed his horſemen to run on 


1 . re ne with this Sas 
| e field he came into the tonn. 


1 iche body, eue ſo his delteny 
1 ſicceeded his eps for norlong eee as bewa mat + 
ching brauely forward with his army; occa- 
oon do ſtep afide for his eaſemẽt, conueying himſelf 
1 alidefrom his army, into 2 
his ſecret ſet uant: v hen his points were vntruſts 
nis hoſe let done, he turned him aſide to eaſe him- 
J flfovithwhich Vartialis priuy to his wicked facts, 
Þ &lorhinghis impious IT ey 
p, wounded him n 


| cuilchafice,& he a wickedfellow.I graunt, but why 
i do we not remeber that chere is no haire fallethfr6 * 
| © iſſiomof Cod hy do we 
not wiſely way with'our ſelues, that there is no hin- 
d rrance, or diſgrace or da 3 
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898 4 
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2 
ye 
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bly. If this had bin in tie 6 would 1480 it was an 8 
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Roa, | 


} 


bed. with little Samuel > why doe wee not tun to tlie 


. thy children, thy houſe ot fami 


S pet. fand yeares is but as one day, and therefore now het 


90 God that menwonlde hereby 
Tord, and to tremble at his ſecrete iudgement: that 
they woulde caſt off the loue of this wicked worlde, 


S. Iohn. 


ſuffer but it is ſentoft | 
ealleth thus: why doe weenorriſcout of our earthly 


prieſt, & askethe queſtion whatſhallIdo?orwhy do 
wee not enter into our ow ne hearts, and aske within 
our ſelues ; euen in our conſcience what haue I 
done ? this commeth for my ſin which I haue com. 
Mitted for my notorious pride, wherewith Iwonlde 
ſeeme to be loſtiex then others of my calling: ſor my 
erste murthers; ſectete adulteries, ſectete pollin 
and vn e wee _—_ if = 
beg uniſhment ſent from God, vpont 
Ewe hy coun 
trie or people; though thou haue not lannedlately 
notoriouſlie : yet remember what thou haſt done 
long ſince; thinke that long ſince thou inclo» 
ſedſt ſuch a fielde from thy pooreneighbouts ; that 
that thou tookeſt the goodes, lands, and priuiledges 
from ſuch a Church'; there giuen to maintaine the 
worſhippe ofthe Lorde: thereuich remember tliat 
though ix were long ſince; yetwiththe Lord a thou- 


uri ſheth thee euen withi as p 
dede were nowe in dooinꝑ, 


ect iuſtice, as if the 
oreby learne to ſeare the 


which corrupteth their conſciences, and poiſoneth 
their ow ne ſoules:thiat they woulde leaue this fained 
Kinde of repenting in worde onelie; and repent in 
deede; which is reſtoring with Zacheus foure folde, 
and vndooing that which they haue done, to ee 
e N termoſt 
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| "Gngeenilnacinciterhemrogood life: yer let the 
rare of his heauie iudgementes, deterte them from 
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ve ſhall ſee, that as | 

| ther contagious diſeaſes of the bodie, haue beene - 
brought ouer ſea into this fortunate Hand : ſo alſo 
| [this moſt contagious and 

ndnd ſoule, came ouer and rooted it ſelfe in this laude 
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ſinne. Let vs norlooke on thoſe great and grieuous 


examples ;which L haue nowe rehearſed, thinking 
0 ſince in times paſt , and chat in 


forraine nations beyond the ſc: 


many plagues, peſtilences, and o- 


deadly maladie of bodie 


2 Wee haue ſtore of examples at home, 
and one ſhall ſerue for the perſecting of this period. 


1 


ouercome his enemies, and theiri 


ſlance diuers times, beeing returned out of Fraunce, 
3 n enioying 
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ee liued in ioy and triumph, and forthe more 
nce oſ his pleaſure and paſtime, he to inlarge 
Forreſt; pulled done foure Abbeies, ſeauen- 


teene patiſh Churches, and all the Townes belon- 
ging to the ſame. Qs quiſque 
wude, Oſt times a man is 

| which hee offendeth 25 
Fotreſt where theſe Churches ſtood which hee pul- F £72 
led doyne: and in the ſame diſport or paſtime, for 4 
|. which he diſſolued them;he was ſlaine 
ding of an arrow ſhot at a Deare, by a Knight: ſo that 
1 fell doyyne therewith on the grounde , giuing 


ſhed the lame way, by 


* 


dſo was hee, for in the ſame 


by the glaun- 


anelic one grone. Some write that in the ſame place 
where he fell done and died, in olds ay 648 
par; "14h - ; . ene 


Aa 2 


ðtermoſt oftheĩr poet. If the loue of the Lords bleſ- 


r if we looke well, 


ofthis land: aſter- 


pecrat, eodem ſepe plectitur Rom. a. 


na Refs the third ſonne of the Conqueroury win + 


* 


gr of his ſonne,a ſimple paſtime forthekingro 
—— 


the death. Pleaſure bought with grieſe, is ſeldome 
kindly; and gaine procured with the diſpleaſure of 


the chaire of pride is placed on 


rte; vp the roote of his one poſteritie. Hee which ne 


and — whatwould come: oy 
—— aid it a 
be ſa, dc ſo it was. 9 atmall 
of the father,which ended with the deadlie 


tewounded with the piercing atro to 


the Aimighty,dodincucrprofice, The hearts ofche 
wicked: luſt TE WS 0 owne: bane , and wanton 
pleaſure poiſoneth hir owne Nur. The flower 
of ſleſn floriſherh not an houre, and the fall thereof 
is to che eie. The wie dome of this world com- 
eth cartes: and the 


their welchieſt wiſli, is perſect es. He Which 
magnifieth himſelf, ſeeketh his on ne decaie, ecauſe 
which gathereth vnrighteous goodes tor his chil- 
dren, pterceth the heart of his owne fleſh e and who 
fo taketh away his neigbours poſſeſſion; he digyerh 


leech his maker, choketh his ſoule · and hee whit 
taketh fromthe * „ ſhall nor proſper we 
cart 


eee 


lucceſle. Moſt mens fancie nn. rs ey and 


„ 


Fo 2 whether is the g 


his —— loathſomnes of meare: 'hi — 
alt; histecreationone 


— 3 
che feare ol death : and vnleſſe hee 
bis ſhall beedeſpairre oferernall life... 
mindeth to biue with leſus Chriſt — 
uen aboue and in this ſiſe mindlethi to fee good dairs, 
let him valle the way of the righteous}, and marke 
the fruitleſſe paths of the wicked. Frſt of all let him 
— — jet 


— * diligentlie; in 
markingdiligencelechim vnderſtand trüelie, what 

6 hriſt meaneth ; when hee faith: Jee © 
1 + holie or the T 
which ſanctiſioch the goſde?ꝰ and whether isthe gift 
bolie , orthe Alrar whichſanQifieth the gift? Ifthe 
Temple małe the ornaments holie, then the walles, 
the woode, the ſtone of the which the Temple doi 

onſiſt, is holie: if the Altar doe ſanctiſie the giſt, 

then that which belongeth to the maintaining the 
Altar, is ſanRified, & they which miniſter therat, are 
tobere eputed holy. Ifby our ſauior Chtiſt his peach, 
thoſe 3 true: then they be hohe men which 
build vp the Lords houſe, and they be wicked which 


| 563 downethe fame,accordingto thatold ye ji 
A 3 „„ 


* 


ell of Saint Ma- Mack 23, 


o 9 


* 
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5 e Fathers builded vwpthe Churches 
Chriſt, and the ygodlie children haue pulled them 
do! t marke the endof all thoſe, Which valled 
this way, and learne to keepe thy conſcience cleare 
from this graceleſſe fact. The Lord inflicted manie 
plagues on them hileſt they liued here: and yhen 
e once deade, their honour.vaniſhed like: 
noake ,and was buried with them in the graue. As: 
55 odies conſumed in the earth, euen fo their in- 
famie did ſpring vp out of the ground: their goods 
vaſtedlike\ waxc in the fire, an , ene before the 
E | ingonthehouſerop, whichjyitherethbefoce i 
ripe. Nether was this only the reward of thoſe which 
defaced the Temple of the Lorde, and decaied his 
holy Miniſterie: but it is moſt plaine and cuident, 
ſundri hiſte ties, that in all ages, when w1 
dome, - learning, and religion, onte gaue e to 
worldly pollicie: when the vertues of the mind were 
ſubdued to the force of fleſh - when vertuous life 
Corinth. l. Wa xed out of vſe, and ſenſualitie increaſed when the 
bodie robbed the ſoule, and the naturall man impri- 
ſoned the freedome ofthe ſpirite: when the pride of 
the wotrlde mainteined it ſelſe, with the goods of the 
Church: then ſhortly aſter followed the ytter ſubuer- 
ſion of the whole common wealth. Therefore let 
5 | fi ſinfull man looke dowiie vpon hana „with 8 
E. humilitie let the pride 125 orruptible fleſh, 7875 
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ſaile in ume leſt with the ſodaine puffes and 

of vnnaturall windes , which commodlicriſe from 
ſuch mens hearts, it de violently driuen ioto the ſwift 
currents of perdition tur endi bien the egulic of eter- 
nallſorrome . Let notworldly oe on daie 

daie, minding nothing elſe 5 xy, and'earthly 
joies.like "rm beaſtes, which haue no vnder Man. 
ding, but let them looke vp vnto heauen; from 
whence commeth our oy and true felicitie: let them 


conſider that Which che e dr her a Pfal. 120. 


ne reaſon that man coniſterhnor 
neither that his beginning is meere ene is 
che ſtone, the flower, the tree; the oxe, the aſſe: but 
chat he is indued wich a ſoule of heauenly and ange- 
lic all ſubſtance, made vnto eternitie, that his ſtariire 
was framed vpri ght, and his countenance ere cted to 
the heauens, to che ende that aboue allchinges, hee 
ſhoulde haue a diligent eicynto God, his Creatour, 
who dwelleth in the heauen aboue, and a ſpeciall re- 
gard vnto his divine worſhippe, which hee hath ap. 

ointed heere belowe ; wn this duetie is inioined 

um from the day of his bitth;cotheday of his death: 


thatin afar 25 ſame ĩs life, and in neglecting Deu. 3. 


it is death; not the death onely of the bodie, but the 
eternal ar of bodice andſoule . If this beſo, 
how dili we to Jooke about vs, how rea- 
die to ale the f e of our Sauiour Chriſt, 
whoſe meate and drinke was to doe the will of God © 
here ancarth> howe willing ſhould we bee anddefi- 
rous to imitare thoſe godly Chriſtians of the : prima» 
tine Church, who fold their goods, and their 
tying them downe at the Apoſtles feete? ortheir 


— N — — 


. 
wy 


| Temple of leſu Chriſt; Let uo man preſume ſo farre 


Gotſhi vl wg m 


ir nds, ke ph ere 


in his blind zeale; altogether 1 knowledge: 
and ſaueting rather the doQuine.of men, thenoſ 
Coda ſaꝝ thar Goddwelleth not in temples made 
ae adde ere 

aad ſpirite, : mo 
r to igi 
Da io omtvard things. or ta e bolines to tf 

ze; Vee haue heard that the Temple landificth 
= : and if any man doubt of the ſame: 

let him adde prophane hands, vnto the arke, though 
re to holde it vp, and trie with Ozawhe- 
Gebe al ſtraben from the Lord with 
folletoedas Dicks bioalatldeanc kts hone >. 
gainſtthe Prophet, and trie with Roboam, whether it 
will be preſently dried yp or no. Though the Lorde 


| frike hes not preſently with Ora, or at thy returne 


thee into a Leaper as white as tnowe with 
Gebeſey: though he doth not accurſe thee as hee did 
the ſigtrec : yet aſſure thy ſelfe that with the burning 
ſinnes of thy body, the winges of thy ſoule (where- 
with thou deſt ſlie vp into heauen) ſhall bee 
ſcorched, thy heart ſhall melt, thy conſcience ſhall 
burne ,zndrhou ſhakbe conſumedin thegrear dale 
ofthe Lord. 

Let all men knowe this ſor a truth, that thoſe 
which diminiſh the worſhippe of God heere vppon 
earth, the Lord will cut of — line of their poſteritie 
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ur ies and Comal ee aa ii 
Ale 4/4 Leder isbudded,tef fieldsareall whi 
vnto haru of heavens arefFirimkeintheirſcar, 
andWaxen oldelike gariyent If yu 175 dobbt, 
chte worldis Hot ut tile point to flolped, or 
] hate! eres RR Page appeatants, why wee 
ould looke for z newe heauen, and'anewe earth: 
zt locke backe a little into che olde worlde;and 


70 | alt fee pla y , rhat the time is nome expi⸗ 


ee 1415 213 14051”: 


1 Ks büt bc ner liche , andifye 
will calculare exactly, there bee eleuen of them and 
fiftic nine minutes paſt. Hee which ftandeth on the 
. hifroppe,heſecththe enemy a far off, che ade 
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orſpirits, hich whe Lord bath 
vader hitn re ge nature, according 
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4.CIQ 


8 


3 
Iven! 


10028 


1 * * = N F C $ * : of 
% * 


wu 


. Diſſuafue.. 1e. 195 


call angel, — Sattme, began (accordi 10 I 
After whom ac > tothe proceſſe of — — 4 
trigones Sad, Araell 4 — Venus. Zachari- 
ell theſpitit of Iapiter; Raphdel the ſpirit of Morcurie: 
Samacl heſpitireof- Marr.\Gabriellthe-Ipirit ofthe 
Moone: Afchael/the ſpitit ofthe Sunne. Each of 
them the world three hundred ſiſtie and ſoure Titemius 
yeares till ende of that great watric yin 
the taile of Piſces ; - At which time according tothe 
computation of the ſe 3 and that 
— Beds, the watrie vnder the Cats. 
reigne of Gabrietthe — — Beda. 
years Alter iſſued that great vniuet fall flood. Vato 
trigones v itirthe regiment ofthe ſcauen 
angels or planeticall ſpirites according to the 
pointment 1 the diſpoſi- 
tion and regiment of the world, beginning in the 
ſierie trigon vnder the ſpirir 0+5fieltpailing on to the 
other „ whoſe particular proceedings-if I 
ſhonld declare with the hole courſe of the ſueceſie 
Ce effect of that which followed here vppon earth: 
ſhe wing, that as the conſtellations c in the 
heauens, ſo commonlie there followed aſterations 
of kingde mes, of ſtates, of proſperity, and aduerſity, | 
of famin & plenty, of alteration of lawes, rules, peo- | 
ple and nations, the iing comtinuingandendingof 
Monarches, dry 67 6 pyres: it were a more de- 
| iue, and forcible way. But becauſe it is te- 
I dousto ſhew this courſe perticularly/fromthe' be- 
| ginningoftheworldyntothis day. 2 
| FB" <7 4h ouer the world = 
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firſt, then men were naked, rude, liuing abroad; Io 
whom when 4ree/the ſpirit ol Fomſucceeded then 
began they to bee more handſome , and to loue one 
another, After him Zachariel the ſpitit of Iupiter 
ſucceeded, vnder whom men began to build and to 
rule one duet another. To this Raphael ſucceeded the 
ſpirit of Mercmve , vnder whom caracters; and wri- 
ting, and muſicall inſtruments were firſt inuented. 
To this ſucceeded Sama! the ſpirit of Mart: vnder 
Hebrzi whom though the Hebrewes accoũt that the flood 
was; yet according to the account of the ſeptaqura, 


8 | Ifodorus, [Tfodore, Beda, and Trite mins (who prooueth this aſler- 


tion by the ſame rule of multiplicatiõ) the flood was 
afterward vnderthe dominion of Gabriel, the ſpirit of 
the Moone. Becauſe it were boch obſcure and tedi- 
ous; to ſhew from the beginning of the world vnto 
this day, euery courſe of theſe trigones in the zodi- 
ach, and euerie dominion of theſe planetical ſpirits, 
with the effeQes which followed here on earth, to 
the end that wee may vnderſtand a ſecret truth ſuffi- 
cient to warne euery one which loueth the Lord , to 
be ready, ſith his day and comming ſeemeth neere 
at hand: I will onely ſhew ſome effects of the watry 
trigone: eſpecially hat followed when it ended, as 
it did lately in the tayle of Piſoes, with the appliance 
of the effects of Gabriel the ſpirit of the Moone,who 
laſt ofall begun his dominion ouer the world, the 

yeare of our Sauiour his incarnation 1525. and ſhal 
rule ( vnleſſe the Lord ſhal cut off thoſe euill effects 
tilthe year one thouſand eight hundred ſeauẽtynine, 
& eleuen months;For the more inciting of vs vnto 
theconſideration of our ſtate, and this pteſent age in 
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which wee liue: let vs call to minde the words of our 
Lord and Sauiour leſus Chriſt: who when he fore · 
warned his Diſciples of the laſt day of doome 
(which now hangerh ouer out heads: ) rhen(faith 
hee) looke vp, for your redemption is at hand. He 
which bidderh vs looke vp , hee: firſt created man 
vpright, to behould the heauens, not minding to 
make vs gaſe at nothing, but hee hath ſer ſome 
clecre obie for ys to behold aboue, And becauſe 
heauen is aboue, and earth below, looke vp vnto 
the heauens, and behold the ſtarres which (as the 
Sctiptute faith)are fired therein for fignes, & times, 

for years and dayes: ſich the Lord himſelfe in the cre- 
atloni of the ſtarres appointed them for ſignes and 


= 


; 2 


* — 


ſeaſons : and ſith the Son of God hach bid vs looke 
vp to them. Let vs not regard the coloured ſpeeches 
of the ignorant: (who: beeing a ridiculous generati- 
on , would faine ſeeme that which they ate not.) 
But let vs looke vp, & we ſhal ſee ragoge lignes 
in the heauens, ſuch ſignes as bath not bene fince 
the beginning of the world vnto this day, and were 
not, nor could not well haue bene found out of vs, 
if wee had not had cunning, and expert Aſtrolo- 
gers amongeſt vs. | 

The apparance of theſe prodigious fights in the 
heauens: do bid vs conſider, that the ſixe thouſand 
years are almoſt ended, that the ſixt age of the world | 
is inclining it ſelec into the graue : that the fourth 
Monarch (though Liberatie verie learnedly ad- 
deth a ſhort detenſiue for the fame) is now lan- 


uiſhing. 
: Ihe Kanes were appointed for ſignes & 
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ether with the dominion of Gabriel the ſpirit of the 
oone,who ruleth now. And therewith let vs con- 
ſider the effectes which followed them. Anno mundi, 
2242, the watrie Trigone drawing to an end, Gabriel 
the angell ofthe moone, began his dominion ouer 


the world, and what followedimen being then giuen 


to pride and lecherie, to feeding their bodies and not 
their ſoules; to regard the kingdoms of the earth, & 


leamed Nee, the ſeruaunt ofthe Lorde: the cloudes 
were diſſolued aboue; the fountaines of the earth 
were opened below; the ſeas were let looſe abroadeʒ 

| the 


Gen.6. 
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not the kingdome of heauen : not regarding that 
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with him into the Arke. 


Monarchie of the 4ſirians was deſtroyed, and came 


o 


earch, and drowiied all wornis and beaſts, all fowles, 
all men, women, and children, all liuing creatures 
of the earth, except Noe, and thoſe which hee tooke 


$ - 


Aſter this general deſtruction ofthe whole world 
in the ende of Piſces, the ſpirites of the planets toge- - 
ther with the Trigones, proceeded ſueceſſiuely; till 
at the length, in the ende of the dominion of Samaul 
the ſpirit of Mars (vnder whome the deſtruction of 
Trey was complete) Gabriel the angell of the moone Troy. 
beganne the ſecond time to rule, in the ende of the 
watrie Trigone. And what followed ? that mightie 


alas , Allo 


to vtter ruine vnder that fleſhly Sardarep 
the king ofthe Macedonians , the kingdome Tit Lil 


- 


| of the Syluians ended, and the Romanes began, to- 


ether with the captiuitie of Babylon amongſt the 
ewes. oy, 
Thirdly, the Trigones and planeticall ſpirits pro- 

ceeded ee till the ſame watry trigone en. 
ded againe, the fiery entring ſix yeares before the 
birth of Chriſt, and 2 followed? There was great 4 
change throughout the whole world. The facrifice loſerhus. 1 
of Moſes did ceaſe; the oracles and idolatrie of the 
heathen came to an end; the Gentils were called to 
be partakers of the true faith;the empire of Ram was 
ſubdued and brought vnder the lawe ofthe e Rom. t. 
which * vnder the fiery triplicitie. After which 
the ſucceſſion of therrigones proceeded to the end 
ofthe warry trigone; which was abourtheyeare of 


out Lord 600, And what followed? 
$i ke Cc AMahowet 


Lonicerus 
P.louius, 


An. Dom, 
1573. 


I, Dee. 
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NMabomet the Arabian, broughꝛ in the ſect ofthe 
Saracens, by which the Romane Empire, and the 
proſeſſion oi chirĩſtianitie decayed together in Aſa, 
eſides mati waſtings & deſtructiõs in the church. 
recouered againe by Charles the great. fr 
From that time to this, the trigones haue paſſed 
their courſe ſucceſſiuely in ſuch ſort, that nowe the 
watrietrigone is once againe expired in Piſces, and 
the ſiery newly entred in Aries, together vnder the 
dominion of Gabriel, which ruled in the time of the 
floud, and in the deſtruction of the ſirſt Monarch. 
And what ſhall followe? God knon eth, and no man, 
no not the angels in heauen. ls 
And yet let vs not be ſo blinded with the cloudie 
fancies ofthe fleſh, that we ſhould looſe our ſpiritu- 
all vnderſtanding. But let vs looke 25 heauen, and 
behold the great ſignes, which the Lord ſheweth in 
the heavens; eſpecially let vs fixe our cogitation on 
that ſtrange ſtar, which he ſhewed vnto vs fiſteene 
yeares ſince. Which though it appeared amongſt 
the ſtarres of heauen, and that in the place of a ſtarre 
{lb that none but Aſtrologers could perceive the 
ſame) yet it was a ſtraunge ſight to all tdie learned 


vhich beheld it. And ſo much the rather, becauſe it 


was found to bee placed verie high in the zthereall 
region aboue tlie ſphere of the moone, a faire, cleare 
bright, calme ſtarre, round andeuen, but brighter 


I. Pitzer than tlio ſtarres of heauen, it was excerding ſtrange 


to the wiſe and leatned, becauſe there was neuer a- 
ny ſuch like ſeen, ſince the firſt creation of the world 
vnto this day, but at the comming of Chriſt, Though 
ſome olde Chaldeam note, 9 like appeared to 

ws... | | Noe 


* i gnes of his comming inthe 
* inthe heauens, ſhewing vsthathe prevent. 
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heauen. In aſigue 
- whole tte together, vHich forſhtwerk aft eternity. 
ou igne wherein it appeared, is Caf 


nd thatthedootvic — 


| manfotourſakes; and for dur faluation: yet bee 


* 
mech to be a — ſuch — 
as neuer was in the worldbefore;vnleſſe'it were che | 
comming ol that hoh one: che Lord and fuuiourof Wan 
the world.. 100 vil3450t tan 
It a pearedin the heaurin;Scnotintheeltinony 
creby-we gather, that is ſignifieth an euent from 

which heuer ſettbthʒ and that a 


Caſicpoia, & hich Caſſio- 
gyptiaris, and olde Aſtronomers; is figured a peia 
— ting in a chaire with abraunchin her hand, Aras. 
which likely reſemblerh the ſtare ofiudgment. Sith Mercator. 
therefore akeerſo many generaltconrſes, of the Tri. 
gones, ofthe monarches ; ofthedominion ofthe 
planericallſpirits; theLordhath ſhewed wonderful 


ayre, in the water; in 
the earth: and laſtly aboue all, hath held out his band 


the doores of heauen, and comimin 


— — 


Let vs eee ar h &confider;the exceedin = 
— where with the Lor 
ſhalle: — — Th 


he —.— 


not ſo carnall in your cogitation, or fo — 
— — ſenſuality, that you ſhuld 
imagine his power to be compact after the manner 
of men: that hen hee is — we his thouſandes 
of angels (as Exoch propheſied long 1 
zould heare of it before, mn or ee f 
it, ee 5 010 0 
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3 202 Cuerata Di 
pris, © Nes che Lord will bow theheauensarhis plea- 
—-—** fure;andcomedoyne-cuen inthe twinckling of an 
| pe, according asitiswritten:cuenas the lighening 
Mach. ag. breakethoutofthe Eaſt, paſſing forthwith into the 
3 WMWWeſt:euen ſo ſhal the comming ofthe Sonne of mi 
= bee, Hee is notliketo the carthly princes, that hee 
4 ſhould ſende his harbinger before. But I am is he: 
moſt mondertul, moſt holie, moſt mightie, in whoſe 
preſence the angels are not pure, and the heauens 
corruptible. Hee ſpake the word, andthey were all 
nade: and at the fownd thereof they ſhall all be con- 
ſumed . He ſhall kindle the fire of his heauy diſplea- 
ſure againſt the finners ofthe earth. Hee ſhal cleaue 
the heauens aſunder, and the flame ſhal breake forth 
like a furneſſe. As were the dayes of Nos, a generall 
Gen7- defiryRion;zwitlitlic voice of mourning and wee - 
ping; and deadly lamentation: as was Sodom that 
Gen. 19. ſinlee of ſinne, and Gomorrha that euil nurſo of ini- 
. banking 
n moſt rut 7 „walling, burning, 
deftroying, and; ſiocking —— ſo tha 
bee the comming ofthe ſonne of man. 

Hee ſhall ſbake the heauens aboue, and make the 
hell below to tremble, the tromperſballſownd, e- 
uen the trompet of the God of heauen and earth, 
the ſownd thereof ſnal rend the iclowdes ofthe aire, 

it ſnall make the fowles to ſtirinke with feare and to 
falldawne dead on the earth. Therewith the ſea ſhal 
lee ſtom the woonted:courſe, and the flouds ſhall 
raate the earth ſnall ſwell, the creatures thereof 
ſhall be amaſed, the ayre ſhall thunder and lighten, 
the elements ſhall melt with heat, the ſtarres 1 
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anger and wrath , of bitternes and teares , f 
menting and vtter deſtruction on the earth. The 
ſnall feare come on all men liuing, and the inhabi- 
tants of the world ſhal be agaſht, when they ſhallſee 
that with their eies, which makethour hartes qu 
when we remember it. The prophet long ſince hath 
giuen vs warning therereof, and many hundrerh 
yeares agoc hee cried alowd , blow vp the trumpet 
in Syon;and ſhowtin my holy mount. Let all the 
inhabitantes ofthe land tremble. for the daie of the 
Lord is come, for it is now at hand: a fier deuoureth 
before him, and behinde him the flame burneth vp, 
the earth ſhall vaniſh at his preſence, like a tempelt: 
the heauens ſhall melt, the clowdes ſhall droppe, 
the Sunne andthe Moone ſhall be darke, and the 
ſtartes ſhall withdraw their ſnining 
There ſhall appeare fearfull wonders in the hea- 
uens, and in the earth, bloud, and ſier, and pillers of 
ſmoke , the Sunne ſhall be turned into darknefle, & 
the Moone into bloud . Then ſhallwee ſee the pu- 
wers of heauen to mooue aboue in the firmament, 
nnd the inhabitantes of the earth ſhall ſtand gaſing 1, 
all amazed, and who is able to behold it? then ſnaall 
tze dead ariſe out of their graues, according to the 
ſownd of the trompet, then ſhall all ariſe and come 
to iudgement. The poore together with the rich , 
the old the young, the mightie, the ſimple the King, 
wits 8 the 
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the begger. Ihẽ ſhal the poore of this world rejoice, 
when they ſhal behold the heauenly countenance of 
the bridegrome, their louing ſauiour and mercifull 
redeemer. Then and in that day the Lord ſhall looke 
is poore militant church, with acheerſull eie 
ing countinance Hee ſhall ſend dos ne his 
o ſhal imbrace his louing children & rake 
them vp into euerlaſting ioy . But as fox the wicked 
and many of thoſe which haue iniqyed the great ho- 
nor, auctoritie, pleaſure, plentie and ioy in this 
world: he ſhall behold them a farte off. Euen as the } 
clowdy piller which was placed hetwixt Iſraell and 
the Egyptians, was light to Iſraell, and darkneflero Þ} 
the Egyptians:euen ſo the choſen ofthe Lord in that 
day ſhal ſtand in the light, & ſhine in the kingdome 
of heauen 128 tlie ſtarres in the firmament: | the 
children of this world, and thoſe which made their 


Sapien.3. heauen of this worldly treaſure, ſhall ſtand ſtill all 


amazed in hart: the :Clowde of conſuſion ſhall 
compaſſe tliem about, and their faces ſhall he eo 
uered with the mantle of ſhame: griping ſhal pinch 
their hearts within, and their voice ſhall ſownde 
out nothing elſe, but woe andalaſle. | 
When they ſhalbehouldd all their gould melted, 

their houſes burnt! ; aud their hope cleane vani- 
ſhed their landes ſuncke, and their friendes gone, 
they ſhall runne ſtarke madde vnto the waters, & 
all amazed vnto the mountaines, kneeling downe 
before them, and crying: couer vs and our iniqui- 
ties. O couer vs ftom the face of him that ſitteth on 
the chrone . their conſciences accuſiugthem, they 
{hall hate the goods which they haue gotten _ 
Jig 8 an 
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lently talẽ from the poore, or from the holy church, 
fearing leaſt it ſhould open and ſwallow them vp 
| into hell. . 1 | 
| © -» Theyſhall flie from their houſes; built with ill 
gotten money”, leaſt they bee conſumed together 
1 withtheflame thereof: great feate and vexation of 
F fpiritſhalbeeto the mightie men of this world, ac- 


* 


* 


cording as it is written: potentes potenter patientur, the Sapiens. 
mightie ſuall bee puniſhed mightily , when the pu- 
iſſant princes of theſe earthly regions, ſhall ſtand all 
naked before all the world both good and bad, before 
the angels of heauen, and Ieſu Gilt now ſitting on 
his throne, and all their deedes, yea all their ſecret 
doings there with laid open: when they ſhal remem- 
ber 09/04; euer, they haue looked to the woor- 
ſhip of the Lord, and how careful they haue bene of 
their owne eſtimation: how litle they haue beſtowed 
on the houſe of God, and how manie thouſandes on 
their owne painted pallaces:how little they haue be- 
ſtowed on the poore of Teſa Chriſt, and haue excee- 
ding much on their carnal friends in whom they de- 
lighted. When thoſe thinges ſhal come clerely to 
cheir remembrance: then ſhalbe fulfilled that ſaying 
of the Apoſtle. Go too yee rich men, howle & weep Iames 5. 
7 forthe miſerie which ſnal come on you. Many and 
mightie ſhal be their wailings: it ſhall greeue them 
chat they haue bin rich, whenthey ſhall ſee the bleſ- 
ſings of the poore: their honour ſhal breed thought 
ol diſpaire and confuſion in their harts, & their faire 
lands which they made their paradiſe here on earth, 
(halbe a burning conſumption in their . 
1 . f no 
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3 206 _ Euerard Dipbie 
_ When the wicked ſhall ſee heauen openaboue, 
3 hell gaping belowe, and the earth melting away be. 
twixtthem both : when they ſhall heare thatvoice 
Match. 25. Of ioy; Come ye bleſſed: and that voice of ſorroweʒ 
on curſed intocuerlaſting fire: when they ſhall 
ſee the mightie put downefrom their ſeate, and the 
humble lowly hart ed exalted: it ſhall greeue them, 
ſo that they ſhall vtterly loath all thoſe pleaſures 

which they haue ſo loued, & they ſhall gnaſh there. 
at with their teeth. But to the godly, to the penitent 
ſinners, to thoſe whichlone his holy ip; and 
ſtudy to maintaine his poore members heere vpon 
earth: the Lorde of his great mercie will beſtow his 
louing kindnes & peace, with the fruition of euerla - 
ſting life. Which he graunt vs, that hath | 
| ſo dearely for vs,cuen leſus Chriſt the righteous 
We wvhome with the Father and the holy Ghoſt, 
_ one moſt holy, bleſſed, and gloriouns | 
3 Trinitie, be all glorieand ho- | 
nour for euer and euer. 1 
Amen. 
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FINIS. 


Deo pratias, 


by Diſſnas ue eie nee Senate 


e ENECC ;:bewi ng that ſince — 42 enri- 
ae — with rhe good 


* f , 
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: 


- enimies, 


tire Ptince , and worthie 
Oe Senate) oft times when 
Whey were to intre at of a. 
N nic matter, truly to ſpeak, 
co reueale, & to compre ; 

l bend, that in their ſpeach 
ch might pleaſe the 


— 


. ee of the hearers , or obtaine grace and generall 
1 ng of all. And on the 0 
he, os 100 profitable, which 8 

1 4 * . — chat 
vtterly reie ct, as athing leſſe p 
4} Lghrfulltothe hearers. Bur Lamfarre of an other o- 
- pinion, ſith (as me thinketh )thoſe menaregreatly 
deceiued; andfaileoftrimes of their pu tpoſed con- 
+ cluſion, For whileſt they ſceke the * and com- 
mendation of men, \ byaſeruile linde of merchan- 
die they fall into the pit 2 ignomie and diſcredite. 
For vvhat is mote vnhoneſt, then with the colour oſ 
* | Lnge — Haig cics of 
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of many men (moſt en- 


ny and eſſe _ 
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Our 


friendes What more vnſeemely thing, then in 


friends or welwillers, or yet good men, but rather to 
be eſteemed as cruell enemies, vtterly to be dereſted 
ol all men. 
For who is able to recount what miſchieſes, what 
loſſes, what peſtilẽt deſtructiõs they bring with the? 
I ſaie who is able to number all the great detriments, 
the charges, the diſcommodities, the dangers which 
thorough the wicked counſell of theſe paraſiticall 
ffatterors, and their deceitfull gloſinges , not onelie 
Private men, but all Comnion- W Do- 
minions of all Princes haue ſuſtained. And it is no 
hard matter for them toattaine hereunto: fich they 
masking ynder the ſmooth viſute of good will and 
amitie, with gloſiog wordes and fained flatteringes; 
they blinde the eies of thoſe which beholde them, 
they intangle them, and they intrappe eues one not 
yet acquainted with cheit ſloights, and in ſuch man- 
ner, that they cannot poſſiblie diſcerne what is good 
and holſome for them: nor on the contrarie, what is 
Il and hurtfull. eee 
They thinke themſelues to bee ſuch kinde of 
men, that of right and reaſon they ſhoulde bee 
commended: from which opinion innumerable 
offences doe proceede, ſith heereby they remaine in 
moſt groſſe errours . Therefore at this preſent Iam F 
mn, 
1 | mind 


is Difteaſie.) 


miad toptoſceute; and to tleclarethoſe thing 
ly; which hough they ſceme leſſe plauſib les orleſſe 
pleaſant, yet they are dot forged or faineds butare 
ſuch indeede, as becomea true ſtiende, and faichſull 
inſtructer, and rtherofare peraduemeitteg they will 
prooue not altogether ynprofitable ; nor vnfnuufull: 
for the potions of Phiſitious oft times are bitter, but 
yet the — miniſter bay and heali vntu thediſ⸗ 
caſed:the which thin allo it hehooueth metodoʒe- 
nen to execute the ſame duelie, and to reſemblethe 
ſame perſon: whereby I may more eaſilie and direct. 
lie recouet, the good health of thoſe, which no we lie 
ſtill aa lungun In this reſpect ifi ſhaltſeeme to 
hau vttęred anie thing more licentiouſlie ti I 
might: doc not thinketharitproceedeth of ſtomach 
or malice, e (moſt excel - 
lent Prince) and theirs alſo, which are deſtitute of 
ſuch admonitions, 25 755 tiered vp effectuallie, 
and in good earneſt 1 co rake wilet and more hole: 
Doch counſel.” 1 . 11911 77 22 5 
In fine! requeſt yout to accept chis Galena? 
riſe of mine, written rudelie and in a meane ſtile, 
which! for that great long zan hartie good wil 
"which Ibeare vnto your Honour; and that moſt fa 
mous Senate ; I haue determined wich my ſelfe 
to dedicate vnto you. Ifperadnenture not onelie by 
my daily and deuoute praiers, but alſo by exhorta- 
tions I may profite you and your afflicted ſtate; ei- 
4 therwich Wogen otherwiſe , with my profitable 
een. 
And now leſt my 8 peach could rome range too 
1 eee hk | —_ 
whic 
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which I mind to intrent of at tlis time. If by the way 
my but note and name this one thing, that there- 
fore of mine one accorde I tooke this labour vpon 
me, chat in no reſpect ſo farte as my facultie wil ex- 
rtend)L would reſtraine my ſelſo, but Iwouldeſupplie 
thoſe things, I would perſvade thoſe things, I would 


admoniſh you of thoſe things which Tam ſure nere- 


ly concernethie ſafetie and preſeruation of that your 
moſt hononrable and famous Senate, and (in theſe 
fo great calamities and daungers) your perperuall 


name and glorie. 
„ 


ot many daies ſince {moſt Noble Prince) | 
trauailing through many Countries and Ci 


many famous & mighty Princes. In the midſt of our 
talkeoft times wee fell into the ſelfe ſame ſpeaches, 
whicharenow common in euerie mans mouth:that 
is coheerning the proſperous ſucceſſe of the warres 
ofthe great Turke, a moſt wicked and profeſſed ene- 
mie euen to the name of a Chriſtian, With which 
warres he perſecuteth; vexeth , and cruelly tormen- 
teth the Chriſtians, with hie hee ſttiueth day and 
* 1 root out the auntient Catholique faith. Ii 

hich thing we ſee plainely; that he hath preuailed, 
ſo long and ſo ſtrongly, that hee hath leuied ſuch 
ſtrength of foldiers,borh by ſea and by land, that hee 
hath io furniſhed himſelfe, with warlike power, and 
to conclude that he hath prepared as great an armie 
againſt the Chriſtians. (nay Italie it ſelfe) as ever 
ZerxesthatgreatPotentatebrought againſt the Gre. 
Clans ERISA almoſt coue· 


red 


=D, 


ties: Iſpake with many rare & excellent men, 
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ed che Seas with ſhips;and tlie land with footmen, 
wherefore the hugenes of ſuch great preparation & 
incredible power, muſt needes be greatterrour to vs 


urhileſt we were talking. At length out f| drew 


to that concluſion, how great, how lamentable, and 

 howſorrowfull was the loſſe of your Hand Eulæa, & 
not to bee named without teares: then the which, 
there coulde not haue chaunced a greater, a more 
ſorrow full. a more lamentable loſſe, either to you or 
to the ſtate of all Chriſtendome. For thereby moſt 
cruell warre, and extreame daunger is threatned, 
not onely to uy andtoyour:dominions bordering 
on the ſeas: butlikewiſero Italie it ſelfe ,, and to our 


Catholique faith, a moſt grieuous euerſion and vt- 
ter deſtruction is 2 Wherefore wee haue 
un cauſe to feare, leſt the name of Chriſtendome 

e no in daunger to be vtterly extinguiſhed ,toge- 
ther with the Catholique faith, confirmed with ſo 
many labours, with ſo much bloud, with ſuch and ſo 
many agonies of leſus Chriſt. For nowe the axe is 
laide to the roote of the tree, our cruell enemies are 
before the dore: now the ſhores reſound againe with 
the great force of warres which approch them by 
Seas. Nowe (vnleſſe it pleaſe God to helpe vs from 
heauen) death and deſtruction doe come vppon vs. 


Who is able to reprefle the cruell force of this de- 
uouring beaſtꝛ oho ſhall diſanull his deadly attempt ꝰ 
who is able to terriſie him from his purpoſe, alreadie 
puffed vp with the hope of vitorie . Throu h the 
multitude of his people, and the greatnes of his vi- 
Cories, he counteth 3 to man, 
1 3 | | 
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ofrule and Empire hatli no meaie. But hoe much 
the larger the dominion is. ſo much more the deſire 
of rule encreaſeth. Wherefore hee will eaſily be per- 
ſuaded that in time, hee may alſo obtaine the whole 
dominionof Italie. In truth this is the full height of 
his wiſh: he euen gapeth after this moſt greedilyʒ to 
this purpoſe he frameth all his ſtudie, all his cogita- 
tions, all his counſell, all his deniſe and pollicie. The 
ſame occaſion which mooued Alexander of Mace- 
donie or Iulius Ceſar (home hee propoundeth to 
follow before all others in higher ſort then is the lot 
of mortall man) to ſeeke the conqueſt of the whole 
worlde, mooueth this man alſo moſt carneſtly thus 
to ſceke the inlarging of his dominions, & through 
his victorious acts, to become famous with al poſte⸗ 
rity:which hath been no ſmall prouokement; to the 
moſt ingenuous & excellent mindes, to attempt the 
greateſt & hardeſt aduentures. No thẽ by emulatiõ 
oftheir glorie, he indeuoureth to ſhe himſelſe hle 
vnto thẽ, & through the example of their renoume; 
& deſire of . ſeemeth daily more & more to 
be inflamed; which hee ſo much the more earneſtly 
deſireth, ho much the waie is broader, and the en- 
trance eaſier, through this his laſt victorie. In which 
reſpect as it ſeemeth to many)this death & calamity 
of your Euripus, is the greateſt & moſt to be lamẽ- 
ted of all others: the which many thinke and affirme 
hat Cod of his righteous and iuſt iudgement, hath 
brought pon you: for your inſolent taxing and pou- 
lung of koly thinges, belonging to the Church, and 
your injurious troubling of the ſtate of religion. It 


| likewiſe hapned not long ſince, to that moſt famous 
2 | r 
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bi Diſſuaſine. 

ditie Conſtantinople, renoumed through the whole 
world, which in time paſt was the ſea of the Romain 
Empire, but (as 1 remember) for a greater crime. For 
although without great grief we cannot wel remem- 
ber that vnfortunate ſlaughter: yet all men can well 
witnes, that their — calamity, & miſerable 
deſtruction came vpon them by the iuſt iudgement 
of almighty God, for the long & obſtinate diſcord. & 
departing of the Greeians, from the true faith. What 
ſignifieth the deſtructiõ of the Piſans which in times 
paſt gloried —_ were of ſo great power and do- 
minionꝰ did not all things proſper well with thẽꝰ was 
not their kingdome ſafe, & ſure both by ſea & land, ſo 
long as they imbraced religio with great reuerence? 


but after yards h they laied wicked & violent hãds 


on the Church, andthe Miniſters of the high God, 


then they were brought into many aduerſities, many 
ae 


eat loſſes, many miſerable calamities, ſo that they 
lid not only loſe their dominion & rule, but they be- 
came bondſlaues to their enimies: Where, let no mã 


maruel if of late it hat hapned in like miſerable ſort, 


to your Ilãd Eubood, lor it is the ſaying of all people & 
nations that your expeditiõ of Achaia, had ſo fame: 
table & ſo —— concluſiõ for your diminiſfing 
and taxing of the liuinges belonging to the Church. 
Aud in like ſort all men account that the death of 


your Euripus was the juſt iudgement of God for 


your iniuries and polling of the Church. Where 


fore if we will waie this matter wiſelie, if with iudge- 


ment wee will looke into our one doinꝑs, we haue 


great cauſe, I ſay wee haue great cauſe to ſeare (that 
if you remaine in this minde and unn 
3 : , | | e. 
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diſcredit and diſgrace of your moſt famous Senate, 
by reaſon of your great compilation and pilling of 


celled allochers,;nabun danceofwealth,inplenty of 


ſcured and guiſhe! dal 1 
though Iam-greatly grieued, hen I ſee ſo manie 
9 3 ſlaughters, + ] 
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corrupt and poiſoned fountaine, And that it is ſo in- 
deede, it appeareth plainely to all men, which will 
recorde the moſt excellent and famous factes of an- 
cient time, & now to repeat the beginnings of your 
auncient exploits. Who is ſo vn e who ſo ſim- 

le and ſo ignorant in all matters whatſoeuer,which 
13 beginning of this your common- 
wealth? how wonderfull, howe famous, how diuine 
it was, how greatly and in moſt ample manner it in- 
creaſed aboue the cuſtomable manner and courſe of 
all other Cities. For all things fell out ſo luckily, and 
had ſo good ſuccefle; that all things therein ſeemed 
to increaſe, and therein alſo to flouriih. 


For in ſhort ſj t e mee ee, 
the whole worlde, not onely in abundance of moſt 
pretious iewels, in ſumptuous and magnificent buil- 


dings, in great ſtren and ſtore of ſhippes, but al- 
ye — dominions farre an nere, both 


nd. 
Ee And 


by ſea and 


— 


* # 


4h And the | 
wiſe forſight of your anceſtors, ye haue entirely pre- 
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h your excellent wiſedome, and the 


ſerued the ſame. So that the force & power of Italie 
( omtimes the Queen & miſtris of the whole world) 


could not at any time vanquiſh the ſame... What 


then was the true cauſe of ſuch great proſperitie and 


happie ſucceſſe, vnleſſe it were becauſe there was 


neuer any Citie, in which either religion was more 
imbraced, or true iuſtice longer or more religiouſly 


preſerued ? I hope it may be ſpoken without ſuſpiti- 


on of flatterie,for I ſeeke to ſpeake little in compari- 
ſon ofthe thing, and the weighrof the matter dooth 
paſſe beyond the bounds of my ſpeech. | 
Who will not greatly commend the ſincere and 
ſingular loue which your aunceſtors bare voto reli- 
gion? the great and inuiolable obſcruance of iuſtice 
and holines ? their exceeding great charitie and li- 


beralitie towards the poore mẽbers of leſus Chrift 
their ineſtimable bounty towards the adorning and 
beautifiyng of holy temples, euen vnto this preſent 


This thing is manifeſt, both by the freſh N 
of deuout me,& alſo by our temples ric hly adorned; 
and by our ample churches ful of holy monuments, 
which ſas it is apparent) were built in times ofolde, 
ey by the oblations and charitable deuotions of 
your aunceſtors. For although tliey were alvayes 
accounted liberall and deuoute, concerning thoſe 
things which appertaine to the worſhippe of God, 

it ſeruice towards religion: Vet notwithſtan= 


ding hen they began to bee oppreſſed with theſe 
unities, and were ſo ſore diſtreſſed; then eſpeci- 


ally 


& 


ally by their good woorkes they earneſtly required 
helpefrom heauen: then even with great diſtributi- 
on of almes, with great faith, with great deuotion, 
they did ſtriue to pleaſe and paciſie God the giuer of 
all good things. What diuers ſeaſons, & how vnlile 
or rather plaine contrarie obſeruance of religion & 
holy warſhip haue ſucceeded, I had rather other mẽ 
ſhould iudge than I: for the thing is ſo plaine & mas 
nifeſt, that he which hath but halſe an eye may eaſi- 


ly fee it. But concerning this hereafter. Nox I return 


vnto the ages of your aunceſtors, who, as wee haue 
ſhewedʒ being fo well ſtrengthned, waged battaile a- 
ainſt their enemies, in defence of their dominions; 
hey went forch into the field, and valiantly ioyned 


battaile: neither did they returne home againe, till 


cheit enemies were diſcomfited & overcome. They 
obtained the victory, & deuided the ſpoile.Where- 


fore Camilla deſerued immortall fame,which(as Zi- 


nie writeth) oftentimes and earneſtly exhorted the ) 
people herevnto.Behold(ſfaith he) O ye worthy Ro- ) 
manes , either the proſperous or theaffliteed ſtare 
of Rowe in theſe yeares,andye ſhall ind moſt ſurely, 
that whileſt we were religious, all thinges 


inges went well 
with vs : but when wee once neglected our dutie to 
religiõ, all things went againſt vs, And now ( O wor⸗ 
thie prince) howe much better were it with your 
whole common elth, if you would ef ynto 
your ſelues the moſt excellent diſcipline of your an- 


ceſtors, and theit worthy lawes concerning religio? 
how much more wiſely & excellently were the cõ- 
monwelth ruled, if by the example of their high wif- 
dome and noble actes you would waxe more warieʒ 
_ | odo 


Ee 2 


notbe moleſted with ſo 
wartes , ſo mamy 
— wich the vanquiſhin; 
—— you ſhould obtaine Unie with 


0 


_ worleſucceſſeintheſe daies, that) 
— would deſie , no maruell when as 
; Em by liecle and litle 
1 it ſelfe, and the 
| prieſts is leſſe practiſed thanit was 
— an reaſon would it ſhould be. 

; Pardon mee I pray you, if I ſpeake plainly: for 
1 moſt men,nay almoſt all which are ruled by reaſon, 
4 are of the ſame opinion. I ſpeake allthis to doe 
N you you good, &theretore yourniay more eaſilypardon 


* Andnow let vs temnmo to thut from whence wee 
is - Thoſe thinges were vnwiſely reg- 
lected _ whichweeſpakeofbeore;and — 

for thoſe were t inges which in 
63 
| \ 9 — fuch's glory, ſuch happie fame. 
Whetoetormehomrgoodante you happy ſuc- 


3 your victorious triumphs, 
5 and now your fame and 
eu great auctority 


Seu aeltt of your name, 
which hath reſo ended moſt famouſly krach the 


whole world: hic ſeemed wonderful to all people, 
—— „kindreds, and nations, is in hazard now to 

Count yee nothing ofthis (O yer 
— Venetians ? do you not thinke oftheſe 
ra er * all theſe?Marke I pray 


you 
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ing euen in your one conicience; way this one 
ung truely. How many victories, how many com- 
jueſtes, how many ſpoiles haue you atchieued, a- 
gainſt your enemies? how many happy euents haue 
ou had in theſe ſo long warres, ſince you inuented 
is ſtrange and peſtilent councellꝰ in that you feat 
jothing at all to lay violent hands on church goods, 
and holy things dedicated to God almightie : which 
impietie ( belceue me) will not helpe you one whit 
your great dau „and extreame neceſ- 
And — peraduenture it ſeeme not ſo 
to many: yet without all doubt as a moſt fierce & 


piercing poyſon, which with the deadlie-contagt- 
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which come neere it. Euen ſo your great ſtrength 
and preparation to warre by your former impietie 
rowardes the Church, is like (which God forbid} 
to bee cleane vanquiſhed and deſtroyed. - ' 
ar: neuer haue admitted ſuch wicked 
councel, though he were an heathen:who(asit is ap- 
parant in his lf ä — 
uernia, the mẽ of that countrie pointed tothe ſword 
of Cæſar hanging in their Church, as it were a ſpoile 
got from the Emperour by force of armes. Cæſa en- 
tring the Church ſeeing the ſword, he ſmiled to him 
ſelfe, ſaying nothing: and when his frendes willed 
that it mould bee pulled downe: Ceſar in any wiſe 
would not ſuffer it. Out of queſtion hee did both 
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 viſelyand teligiouſſy, for hee accounted the ſword 
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touchthem amy more with carnal hands, or to haue 
them in any wiſe employed in humaine affairs. 
Alſo your aunceſtors would neuer haue done 
f ar would neuer haue imagined any ſuch thing. 
Thaſe ancient rulers muchrenowmed for their great 
wiſedome a which being free from all danger , from 
b aduerſitie from all. extremitie, they would neuer 
= haue hearkened to ſuch counſell, nor haue accepted 
 \ _ ÞJofanyſuchſubſidie, And that moſt wiſely, for they 
knew. full well, that the beſt kinde of gouerment 
by which a common wealth is preſerurd, augmen- 
ted, and encreaſed be ty /o, eſpecially: Religion, and 
ey Iuſtice. Which when they are maintained, the 
| common wealth is ſafe and ſure: but if they faile, it 
muſt needes alſo decay. With theſe kinde of artes 
and orders rather then by force of armes, they ob · 
tained this ample dominion ; which is enlarged by 
Aland. oi hiked eee en 
But ſo ſoon as theſe excellent artes began to waxe 
out of vſe, forth with rhe Empire it Rifebegan to de- 
cay and come to ruine. Which thinges if you will 
cConſider aright, ought to fore warne and ſtirre you 
vp into a greater deuotion, and more dutifull obſer- 
uation of Religion and holy thinges. | 
Neither ought: theſe examples of your awne 
countrie affaires (which haue fallen out vnlucki- 
ly) onelie bee a warning vnto you; but alſo that 
5 great care and dutifull deuotion, which your aun - 
1 ceſtors continuallie, and plentifnlly yeelded vn- 
dc to-diuine. thinges, and vnto them whoſe functi- 
1 on was to attend vppon the fame, Amongeſt the 
gyptians (as Diodorus affirmethi) all the yearly 
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reuetmes of the land, were deaided equillie into (7 | 
three. Sind atem IAONERNT ; 
4 The firſt part the Prieſtes did challenge'tothem- | 
ſelues, who were of ſuch auctoritie amongeſt them, 
that al things were gouerned by their councell and 
wile ſoreſight, & being free from al burdens &taxes, 
they had the ſecond place of the rule and dignitie 
next the king. Alſo the Indians diuiding the Whole Indians. P 
common wealth into ſeauen tribes; conſtitutedthe 
tribe ofthe prieſts in the firlt place, free fromallbur- 
then & ſeruice, yeeldiugthem great honor & reue. 
rence. But yet in mine dnion concerning worſ pp 
and dutie towards God, the Echiopians didfaite ex- monk 
cell all others. For with them the prieſtes andkee- 
pers oftheir temples were in ſuch great honour, that 
they onely were the men, whom they thought eligi- 
dle to bee their kinges : and that which ſeemeth vn- 
credible, they were of ſuch auctoritie and credit a. 
mongeſt them: that when they thought good, they 
gaue notice to the kinges, that they ſnould die, affit- 
ming that it was the ſentence of their gods: which 
was the cauſe that al their Kinges til the time of pro- + 
| an the ſecond, obeyedthe edit of the prieſtes, and 
+ willingly tooke their death at their appointment, not 
conſtrained but euen by old cuſtome, being loth to 
alter the ſuperſtition. 115 
| _- Wherefore they boaſt, that they haue reaped 
4 this fruit and reward for that their great pietie to- 4 
wardes their goddes, that the inuaſions of all their 


enemies, and that crueltie could never do them a- 
ny harme, and that they were neuer conquered or 
ſubiect to any forraine nation. . 


For 
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"Camby ſerthat moſt mightie king ofthe Perſi· 
ans hẽ he once aſſaulted them with a moſt dread- 
full armieʒ moſt of his ſouldiers being deſtroied, with 
eat ignominie he loſt almoſt his hole arnie. 
Hercule. Herenles and Dionifiac hauing trauailed through 
Dionyſius the who : | 


on 


le world, would not once trouble the Æthi- 
opians, in reſpect that they were ſo rekgious. The 
ſame thing alſo appeareth in the holy Bible. For in 
the booke of Genet we read, that in the dayes of old 
there was ſo great & ſo ſtrange a famin through the 
whole world; that corne and victuals were ſcatcelit 
to be had in any place. Ihe ſiercenes of this famine 
was eſpecially in Aegypr, & pinched 


them ſorer than 
other nations: inſomuch that the inhabitants of the 
lande were compelled to ſell their farmes, their pol... 
ſeſſions, and their houſes; nay their houſhold ſtuffe 
for viduals, Which hen they began to faile chem, 
through the long and harde famine ; at lengrh, leaſt 
2 hunger they ſhould die ſtraungely,& moſt 
iſerably, they gaue themſelues alſo into the kings 


loſeph the Whereſore that religious ſteward of the king ha- 
rauen. uing laid vp exceeding great ſtore of prouiſion euen 

; of purpoſe. He bought A whole land of Azgypr (u.. 
poſſeſſions ofthe Prieſts excepted) and their coun- Þ} 
Tries into the hands ofking Pharas, From which time | 
vntill Loſes (as the ſcripture witnefſeth;) the fiftpart_ | 
ofthe increaſe of aps was paid vnto the king. But 
thoſe thingeswhich appertained to the prieſts, and 
nekeepersofthe temples, they were ſafe from this 

5 for Pherae dic not onely give them faire and 
urge poſſeſſions, but alſo hee appointed 1 1 
is | ouid 7 
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<> Pane did.VWhar ſ 
= ofthe Romans? did nor they appoint 
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g afſuredly,char they e e ee 
tule a 


3 
worthilie . But if in auncient time men mere ſo 


in the ſincete worſhip 
God? Such manner of menought 


chat you and thoſe which 
- youropinion,would alter 
ter councell concerning the church, the clergie, the 
landes and goades once dedicated to the ſame. Al- 
you are not moued with thoſe ex: 
anceſtors, yet at the leaſt. etyour late lofles,8&& 
calamites ioined with ill iucceſſe, be a ſuffi» 
cient warnin vntoyou. For I doubt, & of my truth 
am ſore afraidꝭ leaſt ifyou go on with the ſame mine 
and purpoſe as you haue begun, you ſhalſuffer 
ter aduerſities, euen as thoſe which are of a farte bet· 
ter diſpoſition, haue plainly ewed vnto you. 
In ſike manner as it is recorded) it hath fallen out. 
| to others in times p 


1 


died, they 
would finallic periſh :- 
Foe, was ſocxce 


— leſta not. 
toallpo. | 


| rcdinaniewiſe;thoughirbec 
| ſt and v Enn 


12 
nr ug 


to — any onet ples, 
andholy Churches, orthat 2 ſhouſd bee 
at any charges , or loſſe in any reſpect. VVherefore 
2 ſuch — ron euen vnto 
death, hoping th to vanquiſn his enemies, 
* and to ſtrengthen his OWNE — the which con- 
|: ' clufion prooued true * bythat which is 
3 en of A brd ute: in the life of Luc. 
e un tranſlated out of Greeke into Latine by Leonard 
that noble conncellor und farher * — 


— of his ar- 
LE a mic being holed and — — 8 
„ agaite hoe was ſo ufdicted with a 
— . the 
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mage fromthener., | 
No leſſe horrible & chaunce 2 was ar among 

the Romane armie euen on the: like occaſion, 

when Carthage a profeſſed enemie to the Romanes 

at length was oon of them by force of armes, a 

certaine Romane Souldier (contemning Religion) 

in the ſpoiling ofthe Citie was not afraide to com- 

mitte {acriledge, taking oye the goulden veſture 

from Apollo Who was w — 2 a GOD, * 

of all men: but he eſcaped not npuniſhed , 

for that wicked fact, in — the „ 1 

God of his iuſt iudgement brought it ſo to paſſe 

that the handes ofthis church · robber, were tound 

cutte off amongeſt the peeces of the velture: wher- 

by other afrerwardes might 9 how care 

wy 8 keepe our bandes from violating 

Weema aledge maniefuch like examplesout 

of holie $ 4 „ eſpeciallie as it is ritten in 

me booke the Muchabees » Antiochar that wicked Antio- 

yeeldeth Vs a plaine example: which vaunted <bus T 

dlie, and fo arrogantlie abone all 

hee ſeemed to ver As — S 

temning the bolie religion of the — 

_ Sod, was not atraide with wicked —_—_— 
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ls of woormes , and with moſt horrible tor- 
ment to him, they iſſued out of his fleſh, hee yet 
_ {ning Hee beeing woonderfully mooucd with 
tis plaine and manifeſt puniſhment ſent from 
ans length hee remembred himſe fe: and 
at the laſt, hen hee could not abide his one 
ſſtinke, it is meete ( ſaith hee) to bee obedient. vn- 
to the Lotd, and for a mortall man not to leeme 
a God: vnto himſelfe... 
Furthermore hee promiſed, that hee would a- 
dorne the Temple (whoſe ornamentes and preti- 
ous: plate hee had taken away a little before moſt 
wickedlie ) with ma 2 wonderfull giftes: and 
that hee would abundantlie, ſupply all the charges 
belonging to the ſacrifice with his owne reuenewes: 
Mae conclude, that hee would be circumciſed, 
| 4 when . mens OR 1 81525 
and outragious ſpoilings urch, hee ſee- 
* med ynworthie of mercie, he ended his wicked life 
ann worrhic, "Fe 
. Heliodo- j,.; The,. libe alſo happened to 2 Legate to 
+ = the King (as wee — in che ſame Booke, in the 
„ like- matter) for being ſent ofthe King to take the 
treaſure of the Church: whileſt hee executed his 
.. commiſſion; commiged to him, vetie ſtoutlic 48 
2 as obeyed. his ſacrilegious commiſſion, pte - 
— by the power ol Goch ruſhi ;downe, 1 
Wart ares, 2 u f 
. g Heliodergs (2 ſodaine ſight appeating vnto 
from heaucr een ee ene tothe grouny 
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mJ Fy, 
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Ne 22 | 
diers thronging about him with a few he was dramẽ 
out of the 7 halfe dead, which imediatly before 
hee entred with great pride and hawtineſſe: by and 
by through the prayers of the prieſtes, he recoue- 
ring hauing vowed manie thinges, his commiſſion 
not executed , hee returned with his-armie vnto 
the king, where when hee had ptiuatlie and — 
Eevely Gontfied the apparition which hee had fros 
heauen , and which hee had felt in himſelfe through 
the handy worke of God, the kingaſked him Hat 
meſſenger hee thought meeteſt to goe againe to le- 
ruſalem on this buſineſſe. Saith hee, if you haue a- 
ny enemie or traitor to your perſon, ſend him thi- 
ther: for though he eſcape aliue, yet be ſhall returne 
well whipped, ſich in that place there is ſome diuine 
power and Godheade: for the moſt mightie Creator 
of heauen and earth, which ruleth and diſpoſeth all 
thinges by his great prouidence & wiledome, isthe 
Fits looped & ſafe defendor of that place. Whoſoe- 
ver therefore without reſpect of religion ſhall offer 
Force vnto him or violent hands, let them not thinł 
to ſeape ynpuniſnhed: for hee purſueth them in ſuch 
ſeort, & afflicteth them with ſo great calamities & in- 
ct tcsllerable torments, vntil they ſuffer ĩuſt puniſnment 
for their deſerts. Of this matter you neede none o- 

8 xr witneſſe than my ſelfe, which made triall not 
not ſong ſince in mine owneperion. I am afraid (O 
woſt noble Prince) leaſt that which (as Ifaid)did 
' | 'Rtely chance vnto Heliadaras may allo be the forow- 
3 Chouſcs, both becauſe they attempt that. td hi- 
T they were wiſe they ſhouldkede themfelues! 
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but eſpecially,becauſe fome men raſh vpon it outra- | 
— rperrihen al reſpect ofreligion,or their poore 
lam perſadel it is farre inough ſrom the intent 
and purpoſe of your noble & moſt wiſe Senate; that 
through theſe exactions the prieſts and miniſters of 
God,which are continually buſied in diuine ſuncti- 
ons ſor the ſoules healch of all men, ſhould ſuffex any 
iniurie. But yet in priuate conferences, I haue rather 
bblerued it chat by this meanes and vnhoneſt ende - 
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* uorzthey ſcel to gratiſie yout noble Senate. VVher- 


fore their actions ſeeme too auſtere, too cruell, and 
vnteaſonable. For vnles their money be ready euen 
at the appointed daye; preſently there commeth in 
the vnmercifull receiuers of ſuch exactors, they of- 
ſer force and violence to the poore prieſts, they raile 
on them, they miſcall them, they wound them with 
comumelious and opprobrious ſpeeches, they vio- 

lently take away cheirgoades and houſhold ſtuffe, 

they priſe it, they ſell it, their gaine is almoſt more 
than the value of the paiment. O wonderfullimpie- 
tie before this age neuer once heard of. O great c ru- 
eltie woorthie to bee reuenged with great pnniſh- 
ment. N 


Ilhoſe which doe tkheſe things, are they to be cal. 
led Chriſtians can we perſwade our ſelues that God 
38 haynous offences We ſinnes, al- 
though they be greeuouszyet the Lordswrath being 
2 — — — they are put a- 
way. But ifthou — —— thine bandes to 
Perle hoe thinges;rhen, then it is high time for 
chee totremble — FIT 
| N 8 


; Pe pe 


the reuenger ietie, will come ſodainely, he © 

will take full puniſhment on the, euen in his ſtraight | 
and fearefull iudgement : and now for the better and 4 
more certaine knowledge of this thing, we may well 
remember that moſt vnhappie death and deſtructi- 
on of e eee ortune at the firftbluſh Cm. 
did laugh ſo fauourablie that as Tullie ſaith) there is peius. 1 
no man to be thought ſo fond, which within himſelf 
would wiſh ſuch and ſo many high honours as God 
himſelfe beſtowed moſt plentifullie on Pompey, and 1 
yet becauſe (as Liuis writeth and Joſephus the moſt [ 
cleare & excellent hiſtoriographet of the Hebrews) 
he went about to take away the riches & coſtiy iev- | 
els out of the temple-he purchaſed a miſerable death — 
vnto himſelf Forhow ſore a battail, and how vnhap- = 
pie ſucceſſe, had hee euer aſter againſt Iulius Ceſar in 1 
Theſalia, and other places, & alſo how miſerably his 

head was ſtrucke off, by Prolomie, being but a boy (in 

whom hee repoſed great hope) itis verie plaine and 
manifeſt. The like euils or (as I may ſaie) Aer, vnto 
cheſc; were thoſe which happened 3 Ml F- I 
ing to warre againſt the Parthians:who were pro 9 
ſed enimies to the Romaines. He going to war wien 1 
by the waiĩe he had ſpoiled the foreſaid temple of the I 
Iewes, and( as Ieſephus writeth)amongſt other things "vl 
had taken the golden piller out of the temple, which 3 
waiedati hundred and fiftie pound waiglit in maſſie ; 
gold : and had broke it in pieces, and moſt wickedlie 1 
paid his ſouldiers therewith - afterward he fought a- 
ainſt the Parthians with ſo hard and euill ſucceſle; 
hatamongſtalrhe great loſſes and ill aduentures of 
the Romaines, his is alſo numbred and recotded. Fot 
firſt of all, his deare ſonne, whom he louedtendetly, 
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was ſlaine in the battaile before his face, and manie 
legions of the Romaine Soldiets euen the flower of 
their chiualrie were then alſo moſt pittifullie ſlaine, 
manie of theit enſignes were taketi by the enemic, 
the reſt of that armie which ſcaped the ſlaughter of 
the battaile by flight, were ſcattered into Armenia, Si. 
Hera, Syris. At the length Craſſus himſelſe by tha iul 
iudgement ol almightie Cod being taken of his ene. 
mies, choſe rather to kill himſelfe then to be captiue 
n the batbarous people. For he thruſting the riding 
' wand(wherewith he did beat his horſe) deep in at his 
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eie, with that ſtrange kindeof death, ended his wics 
kedlife . Afterward his wretched head and his righ 
hande once cut off by the barbarous people, and 
brought to the king Ariſtonicuu, his enimies made an 
open ſcoffe ot it, and they poured e into 
thers moſt vnworthie: ſignifying thereby that hee 
whoſe minde was inflamed with the feruent deſire 
ofgold., ſhould haue his dead bodie even butnt and 
ſcorchedtherewith, bein pound red hoi into him 
Theſe be the rewaids, cheſe be the pteſents, theſe bee 
PF the gaines and fruits of them which preſumeto take 
"3 keligious thinges vnto themſelues, or vnder any co- 
bo ___ lourwharſocuer,to convert themto other vſes. And 
as we reade that the Lord puniſhed theſe men moſt 
rieuouſlie for their contempt of religion: ſo alſo we 
Fade it plainelie written, that to the deuout, and reli- 
gious, God of his iuſtice hath given great bene ſites 
and prof] r ſucceſſe in all thinges which they 
toole in hand. For it is written of Alexander the great 
(a moſt inuincible king) that concerning diuine wor- 
ip and orders ofthe Churchghee x as alwaies moſt 
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l bor when he was yet but a young andi A 
the midſt of his ſacrifice, he took botlhis hãds ſul of 
| frankenſence and ſweet odors for offetings: Leonides 
ſaid vnto him, O Alexander, whey ou ſhalloncehaue 
conquered thoſe lands, which bearerhoſe odours &æ 
frankenſence , then you may facrifice largely, bur Þ 
now more wilelie de paringly. Alexander anfwered O 
Beumer I pray thee; when thou deſiteſt proſperous 
ſucceſſe, deale not niggardlie with the gods. Of wh6 
wereadei in Io ſapluu, asalfo in other auncient hiſto- 
ries, that he beſtowed many excellent great gifts vp⸗ 
on that holie temple of — 3 and that with is 
owne hands he facrificed aber our God: He ſo teue · 
renced /adderhe high ptieltoftet temple, that lying | 
_ proſtrate onth ve. — he alſo com- 1 
— prieſts and miniſters of the temple, 5 
ſhouldboldly & frech require what they would: and 1 
among other magnificent giftes, hee graunted them 5 
this one thing, that it ſniou bel for that nati- g 
on to liue by theirowne lawes for euer, and alſo that 1 
feauen all the Countries ofthe Tewes, ſnould 1 


— 
2 


yeares 
be free from all kinde of tribute. Laſtlic he decreed, 
that what Tewe ſoeuer would goe to warre with bins 
ſhould be verie gently and honourably intreated. He 


having done allthis in ſo good order, as a man i 
— God, with a good courage he paſſed 3 
forwarde with his armic towardes the Indiaur, verie 1 
ſtronglie, and with great expedition moſt vi gori- 

duſlie he conquered Porrus, that mi ightic and almoſt 

inuincible king of the e 1 of 91 

u cãnot but wonderfully — vonbien 

 Ilbemiſtecles who notwithltandig ofhis1 
| die&rxcellervertues, yet he excelledel 
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ung due ee eee e it is re. 
dc0Worded, that ( publique affaires laid aſide) if he had a- 
i 7 * nie leiſure, hee would beſtowe that in beholdingthe 
ks wtifull furniture ofthe Chutch, & iu viewing the 
gifts and offeringes which were in the holie houſes. 
Wherefore he was verie careful leſt any wan ſhould 
pulldown or deface any thing there or leſt any thing 
ſhould be wanting,which he knew did appertaine to 
religion. And if theſe men nowe mentioned were ſo 
deuout, and ſuperſtitiouſly religious in ſeruing their 
falſe gods, how much more ought we Chriſtians ſo 
to doe, which retaine the knowledge of the true and 
eternall God ? with what care, with what diligence, 
with what ſtudie, with what indeuour, with what pi- 
etie and reuerence, ought we to imbrace the true x 
vnfained religion, with which the true Creatour oß 
heauen and earth is truelie worſhipped, Which nor- 
onelic giueth vs theſe earthly and temporall goods/, 
and proſperous ſucceſſe in our offaires, without te 
helpe of anie other, but alſo aſter this life; giueth e- 
—tternall bliſſe, and happines vnto this ſoule, if ſo be ws Þ 
| haue lived here well > which benefites the gods of 
the gentiles could not only, not giue to them,which Þ} 
- worſhipped them, but they could neither profit nor 
hinder them in anie thing, without the aſſiſtance of 
. God. If we read that anie time they haue either pro- 
p ted or diſprofited mene muſt thinłe that ĩt came 
by the permiſſion of God, and that ſo much more 
righteous as it were more ſecrete . Neither can there 
bee anie thing done iu the worlde without his com- 
mandement, who is the fountaine, the ſpring, tbe 
oote, and beginning of all things, and who onelyrus 
moueth, and preſerueth the world. n 3 
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if youdeſireto. 


great care ſtudie and diligence, that in aniewiſethe- 
integritie of holie worſhip and religion, bee more ſe- 
riouſlie regarded and kept. That there be no impiety 


committed againſt the holie Temple, and — 


dicated to God. That there be no vaworthie fact cõ- 
mitted on your parts, againſt the prieſts & miniſters 
of God. Into which kind of impietie if at anie time 
wee ſhall fall, let vs aſſure our ſelues that God will 


vhich thoſe falſo gods, ot rather the true God ſent 
by them vnto thoſe which deſpiſed them: & ſo much 
more gricuouflie and ſeuerelly as the offence and ſin 
committed againſt the true and high God,js greater 
andmorehainous: then that which is committed a+ 
inſt falſe gods and deuils. Wherefore now marke 
diligentlie O ye noble Venetian. I beſeech you marle 
and ſee moſt clearelie how proſperouſlie all thinges 
ſucceeded with them, which reuerenced God truely 
and the holie things dedicated to his worſhip: what 
miſerable ends they had, which contemned or pro · 
pähaned them. Neither is it maruaile if your affaires 


dangers, calamities, and ouerthrowes, for your exa- 


ſuch, that they can turne awaic his vengeance and 
but of doubt they are not ſuch that they can promiſe 
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| ie te fauour of Godgthe giuer of 
good things, you muſt indeuour your ſelues with 


bring vppon vs the ſame plagues and puniſhments, 


icarce proſper, if you ſuſtain many diſcommodities, 


Qions and pollings of the Church are not ſuch, that 
they doe deſerue anie helpe from God, they are not 


diſpleaſure, which nowe hangeth ouer your heads, 


you good ſucceſſe or victorie in your warres. Your: 


3 
4 
f 


ryour owneſword / Neither doetheſcexa:: 
e you onewhit, but rather (much like to 
che p r 
oſſes enſue thereof. To conclude thole do not mit- 
tigate the wrath of God nowe kiodled againſt you 
but rather they prouobe and call for it dailie. Wee 
reade in Trg Pompeius (a moſt eloquent man, amd 
of great authotitie)that one of the kings of Frauncei 
+ Called Bremm, when he had conquered the Macedo- 
ian by force of armes (as though earthlie ſpoiles 
were - — turned . w Hþ 
the ſpoiliugs ofthe temples of the gods . In ſcoffingg 
. rich Shs ; oughtrobe< 
eee eee ee 
; expedition towards Delpbos; minding there to ſpoi 
A Apolloes temple ( — — 
a —————— 


5 with which a great part of the mountaine ruſhed)? 
downe ; which deftroicd almoſt the whole armie of 
the Frenchmen. And Zrenwwhimfelfe beeing fore; 

wounded in many places, and not able to ĩindure the 

6 FO and exceeding anguiſh of his wounds, he kli- 

_ . kedhimfelfwithhis one dagger: and ſo fot his bold 
attempts, he had his deſerts by deſerued death Wh 

Dun had cõpelled the Citizens of Locris to gius 

him a great portion of the treaſure of the-poddefſe! 

Preſerpina, & whẽ he was ſailing away loden with his 
wicked praie:he and his whole nauie by force of a ſo- 
daine tempe the ſhores of the / 
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ak che ſame, for they bee ſo manie erer 
can ſcarce bee numbered, Lomitte the example of 
Q#;Cipiowho beeing Coniull, when hee had ſacked- f 
the Towne Tbolaſam, and that there was found much 
golde and ſiluer in the Temples of the fame Towne: 
whoſocuer preſumed to touch anie of that in 
that * eee hee died therefore in 
ih, Iomit Xerzerthe 1 


This —— 18 refif x Wnichre⸗ 
e truclie may bee plied to theſe our daies, 
or wee haue ſcene it oftentimes chaunce in like 
ſort vnto you, euen in theſe daies, ſince you be+ 
nen ro takethe oods of the Church into 
oune handes, an andto paic die | 
For Cas you your -ſeluesc: can vitneſſe veriemell). | 
not onelie your Shippes full fraugbted with mu 
were deſtroied with diverſe: rene 
tes; with thundering and li g from heauen: 
manie thouſandes of fouldiers aſſlicted with 
Aera calamities died moſt miſerablie: ſo that none 
axverie ſewe which ou ſent vnta the warre came 
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"ell 

dur watre is not onelie againſt man, but alſo againſt 
God, and his true —2 worde in — 
inough. No I mind to applie my ſpeach vntotheſe 
dur times, and to couclude with domeſticall exam- 
examples, for we muſt not content gur ſelues, with 
the examples of auncient times, if our owne bee ap- 
pliable alſo hereunto. Eſpeciallie ſith manie will ſaie 
vnto me hy doe you propound vnto vs, the exams 
ples ofthe Pagans temples, and their wicked gods? 
why doe you reheatſe their reuengementes againſt 
theit enimiesꝰſith by the handof God at length they 
were all taken away? To whome 1 may well anſwere 
& in good time: that I make mentiõ of thoſe heathẽ 
gods, to the end we might thereby vnderſtand, ho 
1 euere a teuẽget our God (eus the Codof all Gods) 
2  efhis juſtice oughttobee vnto thoſe; whichpte* 

© ſumewickedly to take away the goods of the church 
and tranſport them vnto other vſes: ſich that thoſe 
which were falſelie called gods, and which indeede 
were no gods, (or rather God hiniſelfe by them) ſent 
ſuch eruelFplagues and puniſhmetites ſor the con- 
tempt oftheir religion. The cauſe why the moſt righ- 
= teous God permitted, chat they which were rather 
OR deuils then gods,ſhould ſo grieuouſlie puniſh men, 
> was; becauſe foraſmuch as they knew 5 contem- 
ned the true religion, and the true God. Sith thoſe i- 
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hough falſelie)yet the whole le tooke them to 6 1 


dols were moſt wickedly contemned ofthem which 
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ue. 
daies that cloud of ignorance becing cleane remoned: 
ſich he is more barbarouſly contemned of vs, ſurely he 
will puniſh vs more ſeuerely & greeuouſſy. Butnowe 
(from whence wee digreſſed) let ys returne vnto theſe 
of our time, to tell what great death & 1 chan- 
cedto that wicked Fredericks the ſecond , fox violating 
the libertie ofthe church. ſhallnot need many words, 
for that is plaine inough to thoſe which read the hiſto- 
ries. For when he was made Emperor by Innocentius the 
third, and had taken the croſſe in his hande againſt the 
enemies of the Chriſtians : then (euen vnto his owne 
yndooing)deuiſing moſt vnhappily with himſelf, how 
he might take away the goodes ofthe church now de- 
dicated to holy vſe: he was not afraid to take them wic- 


became ſo blinde in his one opinion, that hee made a 
ſacrilegious pact with the mightie king of Apr the + 
Soldan, concerning the ſuppreſſing of religion & reli- 
pious houſes, and concluded that, from which a chri- 
{tian man ought eſpecially to abhorre. But hee did not 
long eſcape the iuſt vengeance of God. For afterthat 
he had ſpoiled many cities, after many diſſentions had 


kedly, and to imploy them neopmion : herevpon hee 


with the church of Rome: after that hee had devoured 


many temples, after many moſt cruel & barbarous ſa- 


crileges: hauing his own ſonne in a ielouſie, that he al- 


fected his Empire, he ſhut him vp in moſt filthie dun- 
geons til he died. And he feeling the great & grieuous 
cenſure of the church (as the righteous God had ap- 


pointed) he was ſtrangled of his ownſonne Aanfredus — 
maoſt curſedly. Here I will not omitthe like calamities 
1 f e 3 . a 11 ] 
=  oftheprincesof Carrari in the like impietic : for when 


they began once wickedly to challenge to themſelues 
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. ught almo 
wrotethat ſaying; Vuleſſe the Lord keepe 
the citie;che watchmen watch but in vaine. And vnleſſe 
the Lord of hoſtes doe helpe, truly he laboureth but in 
vaine, which leadeth the armie forth, truſting onely to 
his owne wit and pollicie. So alſo did that holy woman 
Tedith ſing before the Lorde, when ſhe cut off the head 
ofthe inſolent Halifernes with his one ſworde, ſhe did 
ſing moſt excellently in this manner: O Lorde thy power 
confifteth not in the multitude of an hoſt, neither in the 
ſtrength of an horſe; but the praier of the humble and 
meeke,was alwaies acceptable before thee, Wherſore 
if you put your confidence in your ſtrong and mightie 
nauie of goodly ſhips, and do not ſeeke to pleaſe God 
wich good works, and more diligent deuotion in your 
religion: ye haue good cauſe to feare leaſt (whilelt yee 
haue offended him) hoping for victorie, yee ſtriue in 
vaine;zwhen according to the heuenly ſaying of David, 
wee muſt rather put our whole truſt and confidence in 
the Lord: theſe be his wordes: Same truſt in chariots, aud 4k 
ſome in horſes , but in the name of the Lord our God wee 
Mall obtaine the vittorie , With this force your an- 
ceſtors did overcome their enemies both by ſea and 
land moſt victoriouſſy: with this kind of fight they ob- 
tained many victories and glorious conqueſts. But yet ñ 
they neuer tooke councel once to touch holy thinges, 
Sethe goods of religious men, that they might imply 
# thẽ on warlike affaires. Read your hiſtories of auncient 
dime c reuiſe your old monumẽts, you ſhal neuer find 
cdamhat they ſought any waies to ſtrengthen themſelues | 
Teo by with 
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with the goods of the church. Laſtly propoundvnto! 
our ſelues the late example of Philip, Mariawwho whe, phihppus 
be had good ſucceſſe in al his affairs, & al things fel out Mana. 
with him aſwell as he would wiſh: at length he gaue o- 1 
uer himſelfe vnto ſuch madues, that al feare laid apart, 
he challenged church goods vnto himſelfe. But marke 
| © howeduelyhe ſuffered worthy puniſhment: for being 
41 wearied with continuall warres, he not only loſt a great 
a part of his dominions, his enemies beſieging him euẽ 
Far vnto his walles; but alſo he ſuffered dangerous & 
grieuous diſeaſes in his bodie, ſo that hee being blinde, 
Jead a moſtſorrowtfull life a long time after: but What 
became of his Empire, and by what meanes liis noble 
family is no cleane extinguiſhed, & no ſueceſſion leſt 
dt all, it may eaſily appeare to euery man, the thing be- 
ing yet ſo freſh in memorie. To vhat ende (ſay ſome) 
haue you ſer downe ſo many examples, of Gentils, of 
Pagans, & of Chriſtiãs? I haue briefly gathered al theſe 
together! O moſt noble prince, & you moſt renowned 
Venetians)forthat good il and dutie which [owe vn- 
to you, & to your commom welch, to the end that they 
vhich are addicted to this opinion of ſpoiling holie 
things, might both by auncient examples, and alſo by 
their ill ſucceſſe, he moued to take bettet coũcel, & al- 
ſo that euety man may know right well; that there was 
neuer anie (not onely in our time, but in the times of 
olde) found, which trerched out wicked handes vnto 
bolie things, whoproſpered any long time after, and 
ſuffered not the preſent puniſhm — the which | 
I pray God to turn frõ you & your dominiõ, by which 
e xãples(leaſt I ſhould be too long)be ye afraid O moſt 1 
"I | "worthy Venetians) if yeperſiſtanylongerinthisyour 
purpoſe, feare and tremble, leaſt ſo many daungers | 
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of his puniſhment. 
Neuer was there any excellent ruler in the comon- 
wealth commended for dwelling too long in the ſelfe 
ſame opinion, but as in ſailing if you cannot attaine the 


. penſeth the ſlownes of h 


tempeſt: But when you can attaine the hauen, hauing 
turned ſaile, it is a follie and meere madnes, to followe 
that daungerous coutſe, in which ye were before; fo 
ought wee to doe in the gouernment of the common- 
welthz neither ought wee alwaies to followe the ſame 
councell and aduiſe, but that which wee are ſure brin- 
geth honeſt and profitable, good and happie ſucceſſe 
to the commonwelth,that is to be followed, to bee im- 
braced,to bee retained moſt conſtantly. But ifit be diſ- 
cerned to bee hurtfull to the commonwealth, all men 


daunger, which we may eaſily leaue with ſaſety & glo- 
rie. Nowe (O worthie Venetians) harken vnto mee a 


1 


hauen, it is che point of art to yeeld to the courſe of the 


no ywe that it is follie and raſhnes to followe that with 
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